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Time. About Two days. 
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4 Note as to Nicholas Udall. 

From Powles I went, to Aeton sent. 
To learne straight wayes, the Latin phraise. 
Where fiftie three stripes giuen to mee, 
at once I had : 

vSui^oto ^°^ ^*"' ^"' small, or none at all, 
BMter •* It came to passe, thus beat I was, 

£toB. See Udall see, the mercy of thee, 

to mee poore lad. 

1537. Sept 37. Is made Vicar of Braintree. Newcourty Rep. it. 80. 

Z543. Udall publishes a translation of the 3rd and 4th books of 

"Eczsmns Apophthegms. 
•1543. Coit. MS. Titus, B. via. p. 371, is a long letter, undated 

and unaddressed, to some one, as to ' my restitution to the 

roume^ of Scholemaister in Eton.' 
1544. Dec. 14. Resigns the Vicarship of Braintree. Newcourt, idem. 
1543-Z545. He is eng[aged with the Princess, afterwards Queen Mary 

and others m translating Erasmus' Paraphrase of the iVrtv 

Testament into English. 
' i545» Sept. 30, at London,' date of his Pre/ace to Luke. 

In his Pref. to John, partly translated by Princess Mary, partly by Rev. 
F. Malet, D.D. ; Udall gives us the foUowmg account of female education in 
his day : which can only, however, apply to a few women, like Elizabeth, 
Mary, and Lady Jane Grey. " But nowe in this gracious and blisseful tyme of 
knowledge, in wniche it hatn pleased almightye God to reuele and shewe abrode 
the ly^ht of his moste holye ghospell : what a noumbre is there of noble women 
(especially here in this realme of Englande,) yea and howe many in the yeares 
of tender vyrginitiee, not only aswel seen and as familiarly trade in the Latine 
and Greke tounges, as in theyr owne mother language : but also both in all 
kindes of prophane litterature, and liberall artes, exactely studied and exer- 
cised, and in the holy Scriptures an4 Theologie so ripe, that they are able 
aptely cunnyngly, and with much grace eyther to indicte or translate into the 
vulgare tongue, for the publique instrucaon and edifying of the vnleamed 
mumtude. ... It b nowe no newes in Englande to see young damisels in 
nobles houses and in the Courtes of Princes, in stede of cardes and other instru- 
mentes of idle trifleyng, to haue continually in her handes, eyther Psalmes, 
Omelies, and other deuoute meditacions, or elles Paules Epistles, or some 
booke of holye Scripture matiers : and as familiarlye both to reade or reason 
thereof in Greke, Latine, Frenche, or Italian, as in Englishe." 

1647. 3an. 28. SlifajarU IB^S. ascnOiB % tlirone. 
'1553. July ao. AtA^ndsor.' llie date of Udall's preface to the translation 
by himself and others, of T. Gemini's Anatomy, 

1663. Sulg 6. ^ara ((ucceetis to t!)t crofain. 

1554. Dec 3. Date of a warrant dormer from the Queen to the Master of 
her Revels. [Reprinted in The Loseley MSS. Ed. by A J. 
Kemps, F.S.A. London. 1836.] The warrant runs thus— 
' Whereas our welbeloued Nicholas Udall hath at soondrie 
seasons convenient heretofore shewed and myndeth hereafter 
to shewe his diligence in setting foorth of Dialogues and Er» 
terludes before us fo' ou' regell disporte and recreacion.' . . . 
And then goes on to authorize the loan of apparel for thok 
purposes. X>id the popularity of the Dramatist, and her per- 
sonal acquaintance with him, since they had worked together 
on Erasmus' Paraphrase^ lead the Queen to condone the 
intense Protestantism of the Preacher, even to the continuing 
of him in favour? Udall and Ascham, two noted Protestants, 
are both favoured by Mary. 

*Z555. ^ Udall is anpointed Master of Westminster School, and so con* 

1556. Nov. tinues until Mary re-establishes the Monastery at Westminster. 

1556. Dec. Udall dies. 

t). He is buried in St Margaret's, Westminster. W. D, Cooper, 
as ab&ve. 



ROISTER DOISTER. 






INTRODUCTION. 

HE author and early dale of the prefenl Comedy are 
ined by a quolntion in Sir Thomas Wilfon's 
Hull ofRcafon of Roifler Doifter's letter to Dame 
Cullance. 
The firil edition allVrtRKke/Reafofi, 1550-1, is 
a veiy fcari:e work ; of which I have been unable lo fee a copy. 
The feconJ edition, 1662, 8vo, 'newely correifled by Thomai 
Vviljon' hns Hirf the quotation : which apparently firft appears in 
the third edition of 16153, 4to, the title of which runs, "The Rule 
of Reafon, conteinyng the Arte of Loglque. Sette furthc in 
Englithe, ajid newly corrected by Thomas WilTon. Anno 
Demini. Af.D.Lfll. Menfe lanuaiij." 

At folio of this edition, Wilfon, in treating of TS^^wi^wW*, 
Rdds to his previous examples, RoiAer Doilln''s letter, with lh« 
Lowing heading : 

C Ad uamplc of koche doubtrul writing, whiche tiy reuon of 



ulDf nn 



made t>y Nicol 
prefenl comeily was therefore undoobteiUy written before 
the clofe of the reign of Edward VI., who died 6 July 1553. 

It it was then printed, that entire edition has perifiiei The 
prayer for the Queen at/. 86, can Ije for no other than Queen 
Elizabeth : and therefore, ailUough the title-page is wanting and 
there is no conduGve allufion in the play, it may conQdentty \ik 
believed that the extant text was printed in Elizabeth's reign . 
»tid that it had polfibly in some lefpnils been modiiied. 

There now comes the evidence of the Stationers Co.'s R^iAcr, 
•s quoted by Mr. Collier, Extrails, i. 154, Ed. 1S48 : 

IM of Thdioan HAcltElt, for hys lyceDB? for pryntinK of a play indlulfd 

RauTRuTtur Duster, &c iilj' 

The miffing title-page and the abfcnce of any colophon in tlic 
Etom copy, here reprinted, preclude demonftralive proof thai it 
is one of Hacketl's edition. It is however morally certain that 
;prefeat that text 
the whole, therefore, though ihaX (.ixV ■wai \dWk\MTO.<i»ii.— 



6 Iniroduilion, 

Udall having cUed in Dec. 1556 — : and though its authorfliip 
refts entirely on the above heading of Wilfon's quotation : it may 
be fafely accepted that Udall is the author of this comedy, and 
that he wrote it before 1553. Conclufions both of them confonant 
with the known fails of Udall's life. 

The comedy was probably firft written for the Eton bo3rs to 

act Mr. W. D, Cooper thus writes : — 

Certain, however, it is that it was the custom of Eton, about the feast ot 
St. Andrew, for the Master to choose some Latin stage-play for the boys to 
act in the followinj? Christmas holidays, and that he might sometimes order 
smart and witty English plays. " Among the writings of Udall about the 
year 1540," says Warton, " are recited Plures Comediat, and a tragedy 
De Pa^tUf on the Papacy, written probably to be acted by his scholars ; 



and it is equally probable that the English comedy was written with a like 
object ; for it is admirably adapted to be a good acting play, and the author 
avows in the prologue that his models were Plautus and Terence, with whose 
writings his scholars were familiar. Intro. Memoir, p. xvi. 

Of the few dramatic pieces of that early period that have sur- 
vived, Roifter Doifler is regarded as the tranfition-play from the 
Mjrfteries and Enterludes of the Middle Ages to the Comedies of 
modem times. A critical examination of its position in our 
Literature has been made by Mr. Collier. Hift, of Dram. Poetry, 
«. 445-460 Ed, 1830. A full confideration of the play would 
exceed our prefent limits : we may however call attention to the 
peculiar rhyme in which Udall wrote it. 

In the prefent reprint, the text appears according to modem 
ufage : but in the original it (lands in lines of imvarying length. 
Where the fpeech is continuous, thefe lines rhyme like our ordi- 
nary poetry : but when the dialogue is (hort ; one, two, three or 
more fpeeches are thrown into one line, and the lad fyllables of 
that line — ^whether they occur in words in the middle or at the 
end of a fentence, as di<5lated fimply by the length of line of tjrpe 
— are made to rough rhyme in couplets. Thus an irregular 
aiTonance jingles through the play. 

On the oppofite page are a few lines fet up as in the original, 
to illuftrate this peculiarity ; and alfo to (how the mode ufed of 
marking the adlor's names. May this peculiar rhyme be accepted 
as any evidence that Udall compofed this play as much for the 
prefs as the (lage ? 

There being no defcription of the reprefentation and the (lage 
directions being fcanty : Roifter Doifter (hould be read a fird time 
to learn the plot ; a fecond time to imagine the adlion : and a 
third to combine and enjoy the two. 



5 BIBLIOGRAPHY, 

JKotjSter pollster. 

The whole of UdaU^l plays were supposed to have perished [see Wood, 
Atk. Oxon. i. 213, Ed. 1813]. The Rev. T. Briggs, an old Etonian, in z8i8, 
became the possessor of the now famous unique copy: which he presented to 
the Library of Eton College, in December of that year. 

1* ['1566.] Lond. ? First edition of a revised text. The copy, now at Eton 
z vol. 4to. College, consists of 33 folios. The title-page is wanting. 

2. z8i8. Lond. ' Ralph Roysier Doysiert A Comedy. London. Reprinted 
I vol. 8vo. in the year z8z8.' [Ed. and privately printed by Rev. T. 

Briggs. 30 copies only struck off. The printer was James 
Compton, Middle St., Cloth Fair, London.] At the beginning 
is the following Advertisetnent : — 
' It appears from the Biographia Dramatica, that a Play called Rauf 
Ruster Duster was entered on the books of the Stationers' Company in the 
year 'z 566, but that it was supposed never to have been printed : this, how- 
ever, is now proved to be a mistake, a copy ha^ang been found contained in 
a collection of plays which was lately upon sale in London. It is true that 
the name, is spelt somewhat differently, but it is presumed there can be no 
doubt of its bemg the piece in question. The book unfortunately wants the 
title-page, and the author's name is not known. It is now in the Library of 
Eton College, and is here reprinted for the amusement of the reader.* 

3. 1831. Lond. * Ralph R oyster Doysier^ a Comedy, entered on the books 
z vol. 8vo. of the Stationers' Company, Z566. London : Printed by F. Mar- 
shall, Kenton St, Brunswick Sq.. zSaz.' [Editor not known. 

R. Southey's copy, with his autograph, ana dated x Feb. 1837, is in the 
British Museum. Press-mark, 1344, k.] 

Ndther of the above knew that Udall was the author. The editor of z82x 
imprint writes, 'The author, whoever he was,* p. iv. It was Mr. Collier who 
connected Wilson's quotation with Roister Doister, and so proved Udall to 
be its author. Writmg on Z4th April 1865 ; he thus begins the Preface of his 
Bibl. Account 0/ Ear. Bng, Lit. Ed. z86s. 

' During my whole life, now rapidly approaching fourscore, I have been 
a diligent reader, and, as far as my means would allow, a greedy purchaser 




ascertained the not unimportant facts that *' Ralph Roister Doister" was an 
older play than " Gammer Gurton's Needle," and that it had been written 
by Nicholas Udall, Master of Eton School : I thus learned who was the 
author of the earliest comedy, properly so called, in our laneuage. This was 
my first literary discovery, maae several years anterior, although I had not 
occasion to render it public, until I printed my Notes upon *' Dodsley's Old 
Plays/' soon after zSao.'* 

4. xSsa Lond. The Old English Drama. A series of Plays, at 6d each, 
3 vols. i8mo. printed and published by Inomas White. Ralph Roystet 

Doyster is the first 
6. Z847. Lond. Shakespeare Societv. Ralph Roister Doister, &c., and 
I vol. Svo. The Tragedie of Gorvoduc. Edited, with Introductory Me- 
moirs, by W. D. CooPBR, F.S.A. The text collated with the 
original by J. P. Collier, F.S.A. 
6. 94 July 1869. Lond. z vol. 8vo. English Reprints : see title at>. z. 

.*. All the previous reprints have been and now are unobtainable to most 
persons. It is to the most courteous and generous kindness of the present 
Provost and Fellows of Eton College that lam enabled to place what I hoi>e 
may prove an exact text into the hands of every one. I trust also to keep it 
perpetually on sale : that the student of the History of our Literature ouy no 
longer lade one of the most important illustrations of the growth of Englisk 
Dramatic Poesy. • See vol ii. p. z. Ed 1B75. 
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The Prologue. 



Hat Creature is in health, eyther yong ot 

olde, 
But fom mirth with modeRie wil be glad 

to vfe 
As we in thys Enterlude (hall now vnfolde, 
Wherin all fcurilitie we vtterly refufe, 
Auoiding fuch mirth wherin is abufe : 
Knowing nothing more comendable for a mans re- 
creation 
Than Mirth which is vfed in an honefl fafliion : 
For Myrth prolongeth lyfe, and caufeth health. 
Mirth recreates our fpirites and voydeth penfiueneffe, 
Mirth increafeth amitie, not hindring our wealth, 
Mirth is to be vfed both of more and leffe, 
Being mixed with vertue in decent comlyneffe. 
As we trull no good nature can gainfay the fame : 
Which mirth we intende to vfe, auoidyng all blame. 
The wyfe Poets long time heretofore, 
Vnder merrie Comedies fecretes did declare, 
Wherein was contained very vertuous lore, 
With myfteries and forewamings very rare. 
Suche to write neither Plautus nor Terence dyd fpare, 
Whiche among the learned at this day beares the bell : 
Thefe with fuch other therein dyd excell. 
Our Comedie or Enterlude which we intende to play. 
Is named Royfler Doyller in deede. 
Which againfl the vayne glorious doth inuey, 
Whofe humour the roylling fort continually doth feede 
Thus by your pacience we intende to proceede 
In this our Enterlude by Gods leaue and grace, 
And here I take my leaue for a certaine fpace. 

FINIS. 




Roister Doister. - ' 

Actus, j. Scaeria. j. 

JQallietDC Ittcciigtcckc. He enlrdh fi'isifig. 

i long lyiieih the mery man (they fay) 

As doth the foiy man, and longer 
by a day. 

Vet the GralTehopper for all his 
Soramer pipyng, 

Sterueth in Winter wyih hungrie 
gripyng, [men aduifc 

Therefore an other fayd fawe dott 
That they be together both mery and wife, 
Thys Leflbn mull i practife, or elfe ere long, 
Wylh mee Mathew Merygreeke it will be wrong. 
In deede men fo call me, for by him that vs bought, 
What euer chaunce betide, 1 can take no thought, 
Yet wifedome woulde that I did my felfe bethinke 
Where to be prouided this day of meate and drinkc : 
For know ye, that for all this nierie note of mine, 
He might appofe me now that (hould atke where I dina 
My lyiiing lieth lieere and there, of Gods grace. 
Sometime wyth this good roan, foraetyme in that place,, 
Sometime Lewis Loytrer biddeth me come neere, 
Somewliyles Watkin Wafler maketh vs good cheere. 
Sometime Dany Diceplayer when he hath well call 
Keepeth reuell route as long as it will lad. 
Sometime Tom Titiuile maketh vs a feail, 
Sometime with fir Hugh Pye I am a bidden gueaft. 
Sometime at Nichol Neuerthriues I get a foppe, 
Sometime I am feafted with Bryan Blinkinfoppe, 
Sometime I hang on Hankyn Hoddydodies fleeiie, 
But ihys day on Ralph Royfler Doyfiers by hys leeue. 
For trucly of all men he is my chiefe banker 
Rolh for meate and money, and tk^ cVa^W ^vr>w>33i».«» . 
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Roister Doister. 



For, footh Roif^r Doifler in that he doth fay, 

And require what ye will ye Ihall haue no nay. 

But now of Roifte^ JDoiller fomewhat to expreffe. 

That ye may efleeme him after hys worthinefTe, 

In thefe twentie townes and feke them throughout, 

Is not the like llocke, whereon to graffe a loute. 

All the day long is he facing and craking 

Of his great actes in fighting and fraymaking : 

But when Roifler Doifler is put to his proofe, 

To keepe the Queenes peace is more for his behoofe. 

If any woman fmyle or call on hym an eye, 

Vp is he to the harde eares in loue by and by, 

And in all the hotte hafle mufl Ihe be hys wife. 

Elfe farewell hys good days, and farewell his life, 

Maifter Raufe Royfler Doifler is but dead and gon 

Excepte Ihe on hym take fome compaflion, 

Then chiefe of counfell, mufl be Mathew Merygreeke, 

What if I for mariage to fuche an one feeke ? 

Then mufl I footh it, what euer it is : 

For what he fayth or doth can not be amiffe, 

Holde vp his yea and nay, be his nowne white fonne, 

Pra3rfe and roufe him well, and ye haue his heart wonnc. 

For fo well Hketh he his owne fonde fafhions 

That he taketh pride of falfe commendations. 

But fuch fporte haue I with him as I would not leefe, 

Though I fhould be bounde to lyue with bread and 

cheefe. 
For exalt hym, and haue hym as ye lufl in deede : 
Yea to hold his finger in a hole for a neede. 
I can with a worde make him fayne or loth, 
I can with as much make him pleafed or wroth, 
I can when I will make him mery and glcd, 
I can when me lufl make him fory and fad, 
I C9,n fet him in hope and eke in difpaire, [faire. 

I can make him fpeake rough, and make him fpeake 
But I maruell I fee hym not all thys fame day, 
I wyll feeke him out : But loe he commeth thys way, 
I haue yond efpied hym fadly comming, 
.And in loue for twentie pounde, by hys glommyng. 
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Actus, j. Scaena. ij. 

|K. IKos^ter. ||^ijggj/J{Ome death when thou wilt; 

I am weary of ray life. 
|tt. Jtterg, I tolde you I 
we Ihould wowe another 
wife. 
|R. I^os^ter. Why did God make me fuche a goodly 
perfon ? [fport anon. 

[. Jfterg. He is in by the weke, we fliall haue 
\, ^og^ter. And where is my trullie friende Mathew 
Merygreeke ? 
|tt. Jfterp. I wyll make as I fawe him not, he doth 
me feeke. [is hee, 

|l. ^oijs^ter. I haue hym elpyed me thinketh, yond 
Hough Mathew Merygreeke my friend, a worde with 
thee. [hafle, 

|tt. Jfterg. I wyll not heare him, but make as I had 
Farewell all my good friendes,thetymeawaydothewafle. 
And the tide they fay, tarieth for no man. 

y,. |Kot)$ter. Thou mull with thy good counfell helpe 

me if thou can. 
|tt. Jtterg. God keepe thee worfhypfull Maiiler Roi- 
fler Doiller, 
And fare well the luflie Maiiler Roiller Doiller. 
3^- IRogjJter. I mulle needes fpeake with thee a 
worde or twaine. [againe, 

|tt. Ifterg. Within a month or two I will be here 
Negligence in greate affaires ye knowe may marre all. 
JR. $ot)e(ter. Attende vpon me now, and well rewarde 

thee I Ihall. 
|tt. Itterg. I haue take my leaue, and the tide is 
well fpent. [content^ 

31. JRoijJter. I die except tYiou \vd^^.»\ ^x^ 'Ciw^O^^ 
Doe thy parte wel nowe, and a(Vc^ \^\vaX ^a>x"^^V 



r4 Roister Doister. 

For without thy aide my matter is all fpilt. 
nil. itttrg. Then to feme your turne I will fome 
paines take, 
And let all myne owne affaires alone for your fake. 
Jl. jlogjs^ter. My whole hope and trufl refteth onely 
in thee. 

K. Hfleri). Then can ye not doe amiffe what euer it bee. 
flogjitcr. Gramercies Merygreeke, mod bounde 
to thee I am. 
JR. Jfterg. But vp with that heart, and fpeake out 
like a ramme. 
Ye fpeake like a Capon that had the cough now : 
Bee of good cheere, anon ye fhall doe well ynow. 
JS. Jlogjs^tcr. Vpon thy comforte, I will all things 
well handle. [candle. 

|tt. Itterj. So loe, that is a breall to blowe out a 
But what is this great matter I woulde faine knowe, 
We (hall fynde remedie therefore I trowe. 
Doe ye lacke money ? ye knowe myne olde offers, 
Ye haue always a key to my purfe and coffers. 
^. l^o^jefter. 1 ihanke thee : had euer man fuche a 
frende ? [lende. 

JR. JHerj). Ye gyue vnto me : I mufl needes to you 
fSr. $0|))e(ter. Nay I haue money plentie all things 
to difcharge. [offer fo large. 

|tt. liters. That knewe I ryght yvell when I made 
But it is no fuche matter. 

|tt. Itterg. What is it than? 
Are ye in daunger of debte to any man ? 
If ye be, take no thought nor be not afraide, 
Let them hardly take thought how they fhall be paide. 
JR. JRogjs^tcr. Tut I owe nought. 
Jft. Itterg. What then ? fear ye imprifonment ? 
% ^osjSter. No. 

|tt. Jtterp. No I wifl ye offende, not fo to be (hent. 
But if he had, the Toure coulde not you fo holde, 
But to breake out at all times ye would be bolde. 
What is it ? hath any man threatned you to beate ? 
JR. 3Ro|)jSter. What is he that durfl haue put me in 
that heate ? 



Roister Doister. ^5 

He that beateth me by his armes (hall well fynde, 
That I will not be farre from him nor runne behinde. 
|tt. Jfters. That thing knowe all men euer fince ye 
ouerthrewe, 
The fellow of the Lion which Herades flewe. 
But what is it than ? 
|J. Ilogjs^ter. Of loue I make my mone. [alone? 
|tt. Jftets. Ah this fooliflie a loue, wilt neare let vs 
But bicaufe ye were refufed the lall day, 
Ye fayd ye woulde nere more be intangled that way. 
I would medle no more, fmce I fynde all so vnkinde, 
y. ^ogjJter. Yea, but I can not fo put loue out of 

my minde. 
IftatI). Jtter. But is your loue tell me firfl, in any wife. 
In the way of Mariage, or of Merchandife ? 
If it may otherwife than lawfull be founde, 
Ye get none of my helpe for a hundred pounde. 
y. ^ogj^ter. No by my trouth I would haue hir to 
my Wife. [your life, 

|tt. Jttcrg. Then are ye a good man, and God faue 
And what or who is Ihe, with whome ye are in loue ? 
|t ^og^ter. A woman whome I knowe not by what 
meanes to moue. 
I. jllers. Wlio is it ? 
[. ^ogjetter. A woman yond. 
;. JfterK. What is hir name ? 
^op^ter. Hir yonder. 
• ^^- ^Vhom. 
I. ^RogjSter. Miflreffe ah. 
|tt. ^erg. Fy fy for (hame 
Loue ye, and know not whome? but hir yonde, a Woman, 
We (hall then get you a Wyfe, I can not tell whan. 
^. llogjs^ter. The faire Woman, that fupped wyth 
vs yeftemyght. 
And I hearde hir name twice or thrice, and had it ryght. 
|tt. liters. Yea, ye may fee ye nere take nie to good 
cheere with you, 
If ye had, I coulde haue tolde you hir name now. 
JR. |Rop«ter. I was to blame \t\ d^^^^,\i>\v >icNfc ^^st^*^s. 
tyme Derchaunce ; 
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And flie i^^lleth in this houfe. 

;. fllerg. What Chriflian Cullance. 
►• y^ogjiter. Except I haue hir to my Wife, I (hall 
runne madde. [for niadde. 

|tt. ftterj. Nay vnwife perhaps, but I warrant you 
3^ ^ogjs^ter. I am vtterly dead vnleffe I haue ray 

defire. 
|tt. liters. Where be the bellowes that blewe this 

fodeine fire ? 
JR. ^ogjiter. I heare Ihe is worthe a thoufande 
pounde and more. [afore, 

|tt. Jfterp. Yea, but leame this one leffon of me 
An hundred pounde of Marriage money doubtleffe, 
Is euer thirtie pounde llerlyng, or fomewhat leffe, 
So that hir Thoufande pounde yf (he be thriftie, 
Is muche neere about two hundred and fiftie, 
Howebeit wowers and Widowes are neuer poore. 
JR. I^og^ter. Is (lie a Widowe ? I loue hir better 

therefore. 
|tt. Ifterg. But I heare (lie hath made proniife to 
another. [my brother. 

JR. JRogjs^ter. He (liall goe without hir, and he were 
|tt. fficrg. I haue hearde fay, I am right well aduifed, 
That l^e hath to Gawyn Goodlucke promifed. 
JR. JRogjEiter. What is that Gawyn Goodlucke ? 

f;. ffitxji' a Merchant man. 
. Jogjster. Shall he fpeede afore me ? nay fir by 
fweete Sainct Anne. 
Ah fir, Backare quod Mortimer to his fowe, 
I wyll haue hir myne owne felfe I make God a vow. 
For I tell thee, (he is worthe a thoufande pounde. 
|tt. Jfterg. Yet a fitter wife for your mafliip might 
be founde : 
Suche a goodly man as you, might get one wyth lande, 
Befides poundes of golde a thoufande and a thoufande, 
And a thoufande, and a thoufande, and a thoufande. 
And fo to the fumme of twentie hundred thoufande, 
Your mo(l goodly perfonage is worthie of no le(re. 
JR,. JRoji)e(ter. I am forie God made me fo comely 
doubtleffe. 
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Foi that maketh me eche where fo highly fauoured, 
And all women on me fo enamoured. [out that ? 

|tt. Jftetg. Enamoured quod you? haue ye fpied 
Ah fir, mary nowe I fee you know what is what. 
Enamoured ka ? mary fir fay that againe, 
But I thought not ye had marked it fo plaine. 

^. ^og^ter. Yes, eche where they gaze all vpon me 
and ftare. [they dare. 

|tt. Jfters- Vea malkyn, I warrant you as muche as 
And ye will not beleue what they fay in the llreete, 
When your malhyp paffeth by all fuch as I meete, 
That fometimes I can fcarce finde what aunfwere to 

make. 
Who is this (fa)^h one) fir Launcelot du lake"? 
Who is this, greate Guy of Warwike, fayth an other ? 
No (fay I) it is the thirtenth Hercules brother. 
Who is this ? noble HeBor of Troy^ fayth the thirde ? 
No, but of the fame nefl (fay I) it is a birde. 
Who is this ? greate Goliah^ Sampfofi, or Colbrande ? 
No (fay I) but it is a brute of the Alie lande. 
Who is this? greate Alexander'^ or Charle le Maigne} 
No, it is the tenth Worthie, fay I to them agayne : 
I knowe not if I fayd well. 

%' IRogjSter. Yes for fo I am. 

|tt. Jfterg. Yea, for there were but nine worthies be- 
fore ye came. 
To fome others, the thirde Cato I doe you call 
And fo as well as I can I aunfwere them all. 
Sir I pray you, what lorde or great gentleman is this ? 
Maifter Ralph Roifler Doifler dame fay I, ywis. 
O Lorde (fayth (he than) what a goodly man it is, 
Woulde Chrift I had fuch a hufbande as he is. 
O Lorde (lay fome) that the fight of his face we lacke : 
It is inough for you (fay I) to fee his backe. 
His face is for ladies of high and noble parages. 
With whome he hardly fcapeth great manages. 
With muche more than this, and much otherwife. 

y. ^os^ter. I can thee thanke that thou canll fucbe 
anfweres deuife : 
But I perceyue thou dode me t\\TOw^p\^ Vwiw^» 
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fH, Jfter^. I marke your maners for myne owne 
learnyng I trowe, 
But fuche is your beautie, and fuche are your actes, 
Suche is your perfonage, and fuche are your factes, 
That all women faire and fowle, more and leffe, [leffe. 
That eye you, they lubbe you, they talke of you doubt 
Your ppjeafant looke maketh them all merie, 
Ye paffe not by, but they laugh till they be werie, 
Yea and money coulde I haue the truthe to tell, 
Of many, to bryng you that way where they dwell. 
y. ^0]j)$ter. Merygreeke for this thy reporting well 
of mee : [pardee : 

;. IQTers. What (houlde I elfe fir, it is my duetie 
[. ^og^ter. I promife thou (halt not lacke, while I 
haue a grote. 
|tt. Jtterg. Faith fir, and I nere had more nede of a 

newe cote. 
JR. ^ogj^ter. Thou fhalte haue one to morowe, and 
golde for to fpende. [ende. 

|tt. Ifter^. Then I trufl to bring the day to a good 
For as for mine owne parte hauing money inowe, 
I could l)aie onely with the remembrance of you. 
But nowe to your Widowe whome you loue fo hotte. 
|R- JRogjs^ter. By cocke thou fayefl truthe, I had al- 
moft forgotte. [you what ? 

I. Jtterg. What if Chriftian Cuflance will not haue 
I. ^ot)$ter. Haue me? yes I warrant you, neuer 
doubt of that, 
I knowe Ihe loueth me, but Ihe dare not fpeake. 
|tt. jllerp. In deede meete it were fome body (hould 
it breake. [night, 

y. ^oijJter. She looked on me twentie tymes yefter- 
And laughed fo. 
|tt. Jltets. That Ihe coulde not fitte vpright, 
1^. Jloijs^ter. No faith coulde (he not. 
I. |tterp. No euen fuch a thing I call. 
[. ^ogjefter. But for wowyng thou knoweft women 
are (hamefaft. [glad, 

But and (he knewe my minde, I knowe (he would be 
And thinke it the bed chaunce that euei (l\e Kad. 



Roister Doister. 19 

jpK. Jit erg. Too hir then like a man, and be bolde 
fortli to flarte, 
Wowers neuer fpeede well, that haue a falfe harte. 
3R. JRoijJter. What may I bea doe ? 
|tt. jfterp. Sir remaine ye a while. 
Ere long one or other of hir houfe will appere. 
Ye knowe my minde. 
JS. ^og)e(ter. Yea now hardly lette me alone. 
|tt. Itterg. In the meane time fir, if you pleafe, I 
wyll home, 
And call your Mufitians, for in this your cafe 
It would fette you forth, and all your wowyng grace. 
Ye may not lacke your inflrumentes to play and fmg. 
^. ^0S)$ter. Thou knowefl I can doe that. 
^. IRer^. As well as any thing. 
Shall I go call your folkes, that ye may Ihewe a call ? 
y. JSogjs^ter. Yea runne I befeeche thee in all pofli- 
ble hade. 

• Itterg. I goe. Exeat. 

1. ^opje^ter. Yea for I loue fmgyng out of meafure. 
It comforteth my fpirites and doth me great pleafure. 
But who commeth forth yond from my fwete hearte 

Cuflance ? 
My matter frameth well, thys is a luckie chaunce. 

.V 

Actus, j. Scaena iij::, 

Iftage jttumble tvx^X, fpinniftg on the dijlaffe. S^ibet-v ; , . ^ 
Salk apace, fowyng, ^Lnnot ^Llgface kniityng, , ! 

JR. iloWer. ^'^^^ 

|n. jftumbl. BSS^pS^ t'^ys diflaffe were fpoonne 

Margerie Mumblecrull. 

Sib Salk. Where good 

flale ale is will drinke 

no water I trufl. 

|tt. jftumbl. Dame Cullance hath promifed vs good 

ale and white bread. \Kst\v^^^% 

mb ^^ift. If fliekepe not pToxcC\^c,\^'^^^^^^^^ 
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But it will be (larke nyght before I fliall haue done. 
3^- ^o^jSter. I will ftande here a while, and talke with 
them anon, 
I heare them fpeake of Cuflance, which doth my heart 

good, 
To heare hir name fpoken doth euen comfort my blood. 
jtt. Iftnmbl. Sit downe to your worke Tibet like a 

good girle. 
STib. STalh. Nourfe medle you with your fpyndle and 
your whirle, 
No halle but good, Madge Mumblecruft, tor whip and 

whurre 
The olde prouerbe doth fay, neuer made good furre. 
|tt. Jftumbl. Well, ye wyll fitte downe to your worke 

anon, I trufl. 
SCib. STalh. Soft fire maketh fweete malte, good 

Madge Mumblecruft. 
|tt. Iftttmbl. And fweete malte maketh ioly good ale 

for the nones. 
Sib. ST^lh. Whiche will Aide downe the lane without 
any bones. Cantet. 

Olde browne bread cruftes muft haue much good 

mumblyng, 
But good ale downe your throte hath good eafie tumbling. 
%' ?Rogjs^ter. The iolyeft wench e that ere I hearde, 
little moufe. 
May I not reioyce that (he fhall dwell in my houfe ? 
Sib. S^lh. So firrha, nowe this geare beginneth for 

to frame. 
|tt. Jftumbl. Thanks to God, though your work ftand 

ftil, your tong is not lame 
STib. Salk. And though your teeth be gone, both fc 
(harpe and fo fine 
Vet your tongue can renne on patins as well as mine. 
|tt. Jttnmbl. Ye were not for nought named Tyb 

Talke apace. 
Sib. SCalk. Doth my talke grieue you ? Alack, God 

faue your grace. 
fA. ^ftumbl. I hplde a grote ye will drink e anon for 
this geare. 
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Sib. STalh. And I wyll pray you the (Iripes for me 

to beare. 
|tt. Iftumbl. I liolde a penny, ye will drink without 

a cup. [all vp. 

Sib. S^lh. Wherein fo ere ye drink e, I wote ye drinke 
^tt. ^Igface. By Cock and well fowed, my good 

Tibet Talke apace. 
Sib. Salh. And een as well knitte my nowne Annot 

Alyface. 
y. ^ogjJter. See what a fort flie kepeth that mufl 

be my wife. 
Shall not I when I haue hir, leade a merrie life ? 
Sib. Salh. Welcome my good wenche, and fitte 

here by me iufl. 
^tt. ^Ipface. And howe doth our old beldame here, 

Mage Mumblecrufl? 
Sib. Salh. Chyde, and finde faultes, and threaten 

to complaine. 
^tt. ^l]jfaxe. To make vs poore girles Ihent to hir 

is fmall gaine. 
|tt. Iftumbl. I dyd neyther chyde, nor complaine, 

nor threaten. 
y. ^ogjSter. It woulde grieue my heart to fee one of 

them beaten. 
|tt. Iftumbl. I dyd nothyng but byd hir worke and 

holde hir peace. 
Sib. Salh. So would I, if you coulde your clatter- 
ing ceaffe : 
But the deuill can not make olde trotte holde hir tong. 
^tt. ^l^jface. Let all thefe matters paffe, and we three 

fmg a fong. 
So (hall we pleafantly bothe the tyme beguile now, 
And eke difpatche all our workes ere we can tell how. 
Sib. Salh. I Ihrew them that fay nay, and that Ihall 

not be I. 

SC. Iftumbl. And I am well content. 
ib. Salh. Sing on then by and by. 
y. |SoSje(ter. And I will not away, but liften to theii 
long, 
Vet Meiygreeke and my (oVke^lax^ \^\>j\Qrcw^% 
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Sib, |ltt, and Jttargerie, doefinge here. 

Pipe mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla, Trilla. Trillarie. 
Worke Tibet, worke Annot, worke Margerie. 
Sewe Tibet, knitte Annot, fpinne Margerie. 
Let vs fee who Ihall winne the victorie. 

Sib. Salh. This fleue is not willyng to be fewed I 

trowe, [throwe. 

A fmall thing might make me all in the grounde to 

Then they fing agayne. 

Pipe merrie Annot. etc. 

Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 

What Tibet, what Annot, what Margerie. 

Ye fleepe, but we doe not, that Ihall we trie. 

Your fingers be nombde, our worke will not lie. 

STib. STalh. If ye doe fo againe, well I would aduile 
you nay. 
In good footh one lloppe more, and I make holy day. 

They finge the thirde tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
Nowe Tibbet, now Annot, nowe Margerie. 
Nowe whippet apace for the mayflrie, 
But it will not be, our mouth is fo drie. 

Sib. Salh. Ah, eche finger is a thombe to day me 
thinke, 
[ care not to let all alone, choofe it fwimme or finke. 

They fing the fourth tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot etc. 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
When Tibet, when Annot, when Margerie. 
1 will not, I can not, no more can I. Lette hir casu 
Then giue we all ouer, and there let it lye. -^L. '' 

Sib. Salh. There it lieth, the worfle is but a curried 
cote, 
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Tut I am vfed therto, I care not a grote. 
^tt. ^Igface. Haue we done fingyng fmce? then 
will I in againe, 
Here I founde you, and here T Idaue both twaine. Exeat. 
|tt. JUmnbl. And I will not be long after: Tib 

Talke apace. 
Sib. STalh. What is ye matter ? 
|H. Jftumb. Yond flode a man al this fpace 
And hath hearde all that euer we fpake togyther. 
®xb. STalh. Mary the more loute he for his comming 
hither. 
And the leffe good he can to liflen maidens talke. 
I care not and I go byd him hence for to walke : 
It were well done to knowe what he maketh here 
away. 
3R- JRogjSter. Nowe myght I fpeake to them, if I wifl 
what to fay. [he is. 

JfttttnbL Nay we will go both off, and fee what 
^ogjJter. One that hath hearde all your talke 
and fingyng ywis. 
Sib. S^alh. The more to blame you, a good thriftie 
hufbande [hande. 

Woulde elfewhere haue had fome better matters in 
y. JloBJSter. I dyd it for no harme, but for good 
loue I beare, [heare. 

To your dame miftreffe Cuflance, I did your talke 
And Miflreffe nource I will kifle you for acquaintance. 
|tt. Jltumbl. I come anon fir. 
Sib. STalh. Faith I would our dame Cuflance 
Sawe this geare. 

St. Itttttnbl. I mufl firfl wipe al cleane, yea I mufl. 
ib. Salh. Ill chieue it dotyng foole, but it mufl be 
cufl. 
|tt. Iftumbl. God yelde you fir, chad not fo much 
ichotte not whan, 
Nere fince chwas bore chwine, of fuch a gay gentleman. 
y. ^Ogjiter. I will kiffe you too mayden for the good 

will I beare you. 
8ib. Stalk. No forfoth, by your leaue y^ (tvalV \s«x 
kiffe me. 
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|S. ISoQiSter. Yes be not afearde, I doe not difdayne 

you a whit. 
SClb. STalh. Why (houlde I feare you ? I haue noi 

fo little wit, 
Ye are but a man I knowe very well. 
% ^Rogrter. Why tlien ? 
8^ib. ^alh. Forfooth for I wyll not, I vfe not to 

kiffe men. 
JR. I^og^ter. I would faine kilTe you too good maiden, 

if I myght. 
®lb. ®alk. What (hold that neede ? 
|S. ^og)$ter. But to honor you by this light. 
I vfe to kifle all them that I loue to God I vowe. 
®ib. Sl^lh. Yea fir ? I pray you when dyd ye lad 

kiffe your cowe. 
|J,. ISrOg^ter. Ye might be proude to kiffe me, if ye 

were wife. 
Sib. STalh. What promotion were therein ? 
3^- JlogjSter. Nourfe is not fo nice. 
®ib. STalh. Well I haue not bene taught to kiffing 

and licking. 
y. I^os^ter. Yet I thanke you miftrcffe Nourfe, ye 

made no (licking. 
|tt. Iftumbl. I will not (licke for a koffe with fucli 

a man as you. 
STib. S^alh. They that lud : I will againe to my 

fewyng now. 
%Xi. ^l8fac[e]. Tidings hough, tidings, dameCudance 

greeteth you woll. 
y . ^og^ter. Whome me ? 

|ltt. ^Igface. You fir? no fir? I do no fuche tale tell. 
5R. ^p^ter. But and (he knewe me here. 
|ltt. ^Igfate. Tybet Talke apace, 
Vour mi(lre(fe Cuftance and mine, mud fpeake with 

your grace. 
Sib. Salk. With me ? 
^tt. ^Igface. Ye mude come in to hir out of all 

doutes. 
Sib. STaltL And my work not half done ? A mis- 
chief on all loutes. Kx. - jji 
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JS. IXogjefter. Ah good fweet nourfe. 

|tt. Jftumb. A good fweete gentleman. 

3S. ^og^ter. What ? 

|tt. Jttumbl. Nay I can not tel fir, but what thing 

would you ? 
3R. |Sop)$ter. Howe dothe fweete Cuflance, my heart 

of gold, tell me how ? 
|tt. IBumbl. She dothe very well fir. and com- 

maunde me to you. 
5. yogjitcr. To me ? 

". Ittumbl. Yea to you fir. 

[. %,tyQ^\.vc. To me ? nurfe tel me plain 
To me ? 

I. flttumb. Ye. 
%syQ%\tx. That word maketh me aliue again. 
|tt. Jftumbl. She commaunde me to one lafl day 

who ere it was. 
y. Jlogj^ter. That was een to me and none othei 

by the Maffe. 
|tt. jftumbl. I can not tell you furely, but one it 

was. 
|Rr. IXogjSter. It was I and none other: this commetb 

to good pafle. 
I promife thee nourfe I fauour hir. 

^ Jftumb. Een fo fir. 

\, ^og^ter. Bid hir fue to me for mariaire. 
|tt. Jftumbl. Een fo fir. 

^. ^oSjSter. And furely for thy fake (he Ihall fpeede. 
^. Jtumb. Een fo fir. 
|K,. Agister. I fliall be contented to take hir. 
Itt. ^umb. Een fo fir. 

|L JogjSter. But at thy requefl and for thy fake. 
fH. fflumb. Een fo {\x, 
|i. ^os^ter. And come hearke in thine eare what to 

fay. 
^. ittttmb. Een fo fir. '!e7i\wa^eit 

long taU tn 
kir eart. 
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Actus, j. Scaena. iiij. 

Iftatbeto fftetssreehe. Pobtnet Pottgl)tte. ^arpaas. 
IKalpl) ^s)$ter. Iftarserte jftumbUcru^t. 

|ft. |ftet;s. [f^S^^flOme on firs apace, and quite 

your felues like men, 
Your pains Ihalbe rewarded. 
p. pou. But I wot not 
when. 

|tt, Jtterg. Do your maiiler worfhip as ye haue 

done in time pad. [haue a cafl. 

p. Pougl). Speake to them : of mine office he (hall 

|tt. Jfter^. Harpax^ looke that thou doe well too, 

and thy fellow. 

Harpax. I warrant, if he will myne example folowe. 

jpfl. Jfterg. Curtfie whoorefons, douke you and 

crouche at euery worde, [borde. 

p. pougl). Yes whether our maifler fpeake earned or 

|tt. Jfterg. For this lieth vpon his preferment in 

deede. [fpeede. 

p. pottgl). Oft is hee a wower, but neuer doth he 

fH, Itterg. But with whome is he nowe fo fadly 

roundyng yond ? 

5. pougl). With Nobs nicebecetur miferere fonde. 
EJ Jtterg. God be at your wedding, be ye fpedde 
alredie ? 
I did not fuppofe that your loue was fo greedie, 
I perceiue nowe ye haue chofe of deuotion, 
And ioy haue ye ladie of your promotion. 
y. ^ogjs^ter. Tulhe foole, thou art deceiued, this ir 
not flie. [well I vife ye. 

|tt. Jtterg. Well mocke muche of hir, and keepe hii 
I will take no charge of fuch a faire piece keeping. 
|tt. JUumbl. What ayleth thys fellowe ? he driueth 
me to weeping. [merrie woman, 

|tt. iftets. What weepe on the weddyng day ? be 
Thoi jh I fay it, ye haue chofe a good gentleman. 
JR. ^oti((ter. Kocks nowneswhat meaneft. thou mau, 
tut 2L whidle. 

\ 
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_ ftttr^] Ah fir, be good to hir, ftie is but a 
Ah fweete lambe and coney. [grillle, 

Jl. IRojiStet. Tut thou art deceiued. [receiued. 

fB.. ftters. Weepe no more lady, ye fliall be well 
Vp wyOi fome mery noyfe firs, to bring home the bride. 

JK. |Ko2»ttr. Gogs armes knaue, art thou madde? 
I tel thee Ehou art wide. [home brought. 

£&. Jltterji. Then ye entende by nyght to haue hir 

». 5Ki>a*"r- I '^' thee no. 

ft. f&tzs- How then? 

fi. ^ogstti:. Tis neither merit ne thought. 

ffl. Jtttrs. What fhall we then doe with hir? 

%. ^gStEV. Ah foolilh harebraioe, 
This is uot ihe. 

Jtt. fRtlS- ^° 's '' ^'^y 'hen vnfayde againe, 
And what yong girle is this with your mafliyp fo boldc? 

?R. JtOHSttt. A girle ? [yere old. 

ffi. |Kct}j. Yea. I dare fay, fcarfe yet three fcore 

|K. Jtogstcr. This fame is the faire widowes nourfe 
of whome ye wotte. [home olde trotte, 

|tt. Jltttrji. Is (he but a nourfe of a houfe ? hence 
Hence at once. 

«. ?R02Stet, No, no. 

Jtt. fKtrs- What an pleafe your mafhip 
A nourfe talke fo homely with one of your worihip? 

5K. ^OBBtet. I willhaueitfo:itismypleafureandwill. 

ffl. |1tterg- Then I am content Nourfe come 
againe, tarry dill. 

fi. JEogBter. What, (he will helpe forward this ray 
fute for hir part. [ing on my hart. 

in. IRcrn. Then ift mine owne pygs nie, and blefs- 

|R. JlOBjTUr. This is our heft friend man. 

jPtt. lEftji. Then teach hir what to fay 

fCL. inititlbl. I am taught alreadie. 

ffi. jRttB. Then go, make no delay. 

p. ^oesttr. Yet hark one word in thine eare, 

ffl. f&trs- Back firs from hia taile, [counfaile ? 

%. KoBUter. Backe vilaynes, will ye be priuie of my 

ffl. |Btr£. Backe firs, fo : I tolde you afore ye 
>u!de be (hetit. 
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|I. |Io|ij$ter. She fliall haue the firfl day a whole 

pecke of argent. 
|tt. Ittumbl. A pecke ? Nomine patriSy hauc ye fo 
much fpare ? [were it bare, 

JR,, llogj^ter. Yea and a carte lode therto, or elfe 
Befides other mouables, houfliolde fluffe and lande. 
Itt. Iftumbl. Haue ye lands too. 
3^* ^os^ter. An hundred marks. 
|tt. Itterg. Yea a thoufand 
[. feumbl. And haue ye cattell too? andlheepetoo? 
I. ^ogrter. Yea a fewe. [fhewe. 

|tt. Itter^. He is alhamed the numbre of them to 
Een rounde about him, as many thoufande fheepe goes, 
As he and thou and I too, haue fingers and toes. 
;. flttumbl. And how many yeares olde be ycii? 
[, ^og^ter. Fortie at left. 
,.ffitx^. Yea and thrice fortie to them. 
I. ^OBJJter. Nay now thou doft ieft. 
I am not fo olde, thou mifreckoneft my yeares. 
UK. liters. I know that : but my minde was on 

bullockes and fteeres. 
|tt. Ittttmbl. And what (hall I (hewe hir your mas- 
terihips name is ? [that y wis. 

3^. Ilos^ter. Nay fhe fhall make fute ere (he know 
fli, Ittumbl. Yet let me fomewhat knowe. 
|tt. Itter^. This is hee vnderftand, 
That killed the blewe Spider in Blanchepouder lande. 
|tt. Ittttmbl. Yea/^j, William zee law,dydhezo law? 
|tt. Itter^. Yea and the laft Elephant that euer he fawe, 
As the beaft pafled by, he ftart out of a bufke. 
And een >vith pure ftrength of armes pluckt out his 
great tulke. [that ? 

g\. ffittmbl. lefuSy nomine pairis^ what a thing was 
. ^ot^ter. Yea but Merygreke one thing thou 
|tt. Itterg. What ? [haft forgot. 

% JRofij^ter. Of thother Elephant. 
A. Itters. Oh hym that fledde away. 
%,, $0|!)$ter. Yea. [that day 

|n. Itter^. Yea he knew that his match was in place 
Tut, he bet the king of Crickets on ChriftmaflTe day. 
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That he crept in a hole, and not a worde to fay 
|tt. Ittttmbl. A fore man by zembletee. 
01. Ittet:^. Why, he wrong a club 
Once in a fray out of the hande of Belzebub. 
3^« ?Ro2JJter. And how when Mumfifion ? 
|tt. Ifter^. Oh your couflrelyng 
Bore the lanterne a fielde fo before the gozelyng. 
Nay that is to long a matter now to be tolde : 
Neuer a(ke his name Nurfe, I warrant thee, be bolde, 
He conquered in one day from Rome^ to Naples y 
And woonne Townes nourfe as fafl as thou canfl make 
Apples. [he is to fore. 

r. IttttmbL O Lorde, my heart quaketh for feare ; 
^.OQjSter. Thou makefl hir to much afearde, 
Merygreeke no more. 
This tale woulde feare my fweete heart Cuflance right 
euill. [not the deuill. 

|tt. Ifter^. Nay let hir take him Nurfe, and feare 
But thus is our fong daiht. Sirs ye may home againe. 
|t. llogjStet. No (hall they not. I charge you all 
here to remaine : 
The villaine flaues a whole day ere they can be founde. 
|tt. |fter^. Couch e on your marybones whoorefons, 
down to the ground. 
Was it meete he (hould tarie fo long in one place 
Without harmonic of Mufike, or fome folace ? 
Who fo hath fuche bees as your maiRer in hys head. 
Had neede to haue his fpirites with Mufike to be fed. 
By your maiflerfhips licence. 
JR. I^og^ter. What is that ? a moate ? [your coate. 
fltt. ^et32- No it was a fooles feather had light on 
|K. floi^ter. I was nigh no feathers fmce I came 
from my bed. [your hed. 

;. |tterj}. No fir, it was a haire that was fall from 
I. ^oi^ter. My men com when it plefe them. 
jWets. By your leue. 

^i^ter. What is that ? [foot of a gnat. 

jftt. jpters- Your gown was foule fpotted with the 
|i. ^Otjitter. Their maider to o^^xvd^ \!c\^^ ^x^ \s^- 
What now ? I'Owv'w^ ^\^^\^^ 
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|tt. Itter^. A loufy haire from your maflerfhips 
beard. [one offence. 

Omnes famulce. And fir for Nurfes fake pardon this 
We (hall not after this (hew the like negligence. 
%' llogjitet. I pardon you this once, and come fmg 
nere the wurfe. [tleman niirfe ? 

|tt. Ifterg. How like you the goodnefle of this gen- 
|tt. jttttmbl. God faue his maiflerfhip that fo can 
his men forgeue, 
And I wyll heaie them fing ere I go, by his leaue. 
JJ. $,0|2iettet. Mary and thou (halt wenche, come we 
two will daunce. [fong perchaunce. 

M Ittumbl. Nay I will by myne owne felfe foote the 
I. ^ujjietter. Go to it firs ludily. 
|tt. Ittumbl. Pipe vp a meiy note. 
Let me heare it playde, I will foote it for a grote. 

Canient, [miftreOfe. 

|I. Itogietter. Nownurfe take thys fame letter hereto thy 
And as my trud is in thee plie my bufineffe. 

|B:. Ittumbl. It (halbe done ? 
"I. Itterg. Who made it ? 

_ I. ^oijjJter. I wrote it ech whit. 

ftt. jtters. Then nedes it no mending. 

|&. yojister. No, no. 

|tt. Ittetj. No I know your wit. 
I warrant it wel. 

|tt. |ttumb. It (hal be deliuered. 
But if ye fpeede, (hall I be confidered ? 

|tt. Itteq). \Vhough, dod thou doubt of that ? 

Itta^ge. VVhat (hal I haue ? [deuife to craue 

|tt. |tterg. An hundred times more than thou can ft 

|tt. jttttmbl. Shall I haue fome newe geare ? for 
my olde is all fpent. [ladies rayment. 

|tt. jtterg. The worft kitchen wench (hall goe in 

|tt. Ittnmbl. Yea ? [go better 

|tt. |tterg. And the worft drudge in the houfe flial 
Than your miftreflfe doth now. 

JKar. Then I trudge with your letter, [mine owne. 

Jj. JRox))e(ter. Now may I repofe me : Cuftance is 
Let vs fing and play homeward tVial *\tm3L^\>^ViYi>KVivi 
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|tt. Ifterg. But are you fure, that your letter is well 
ft. ^os^ter. I wrote it my felfe. [enough ? 

|tt. inerg. Then fing we to dinner. 

Here they fing^ and go out fmgmg. 

Actus, j. Scaena. v. 

(!ri)rijJtiatt ©tijstance. Jttatgerie Ittttmblectujst. 

d. dujStance. IBJBmB^^ tooke thee thys letter 

Margerie Mumblecrufl? 
|tt. Jttumbl. A luftie gay 
bacheler tooke it me of 
trull, 

And if ye feeke to him he will lowe your doing. 
®. Ctt^tance. Yea, but where learned he that man- 
ner of wowing ? [take, 
UK. IttttmbL If to fue to hym,, you will any paines 
He will haue you to his wife (he fayth) for my fake. 
d. Ctt^tance. Some wife gentleman belike. I am 
befpoken : 
And I thought verily thys had bene fome token [pleafe 
From my dere fpoufe Gawin Goodluck, whom when him 
God luckily fende home to both our heartes eafe. 

JR. Ittumbl. A ioyly man it is I wote well by report, 
Arxd would haue you to him for marriage refort : 
Bed open the writing, and fee what it doth fpeake. 
d. dtt)$tance. At thys time nourfe I will neither 

reade ne breake. 
|tt. 0tumbl. He promifed to giue you a whole 
pecke of golde. [fliall be all tolde. 

d. dttrtatice. Perchaunce lacke of a pynte when it 
|tt. IttttmbL I would take a gay riche hufbande, 
and I were you. [if I were thou. 

d. dttjJtance. In good footh Madge, een fo would I, 
But no more of this fond talke now, let vs go in, 
And fee thou no more moue me folly to begin. 
Nor bring mee no mo letters for no mans pleafure, 
But thou know from whom. 
flL ftumbl. 1 warrant ye ftva\\\i^ ^m\^. 
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Actus, ij. Sccena j. 

Pdbintt JQongl)tie. 
^. Poug^, tiiliiflBlHW BMHprp is the houfe I goe 

to, before otbehinde? 
I I know not where nor 

when nor how I (hal 

it tinde. 
[ If I had ten mens bodies 

and legs and llrength, 
This trotting that I haue 
mud needes lame me at length. 
And nowe that m)' maifler is new fet on wowyng, 
I trufl there fhall none of vs finde lacke of doyng : 
'i'wo paire of (hoes a day will nowe be too litle 
To feme me, I mufl trotte to and fro fo mickle. 
Go beare me thys token, carrie me this letter, 
Nowe this is the bed way, nowe that way is better. 
Vp before day firs, I charge you, an houre or twaine. 
Trudge, do me thys meflage, and bring worde quicke 

againe, 
If one milfe but a minute, then his armes and woundes, 
I woulde not haue flacked for ten thouland poundes. 
Nay fee I befeeche you, if my mofl. truflie page, 
Goe not nowe aboute to hinder my mariage. 
So feruent hotte wowyng, and fo farre from wiuing, 
I trowe neuer was any creature liuyng. 
With euery woman is he in fome loues pang, 
Then vp to our lute at midnight, twangledome twang. 
Then twang with our fonets, and twang with our dumps, 
Atfd lieyhough from our heart, as lieauie as lead lumpes; 
Then to our recorder with toodleloodle poope 
As the howlet out of an yuie buihe (hould hoopc. 
Anon toourgitteme,thrumpledum,thrumpletluni thrum, 
Thrumpledum, thmmpledum, thrumpledum, thrumple- 
Of Songs and Balades alfo he is a maker, [dum thrum. 
And that can he as finely doe as lacke Raker, 
Yea and extem/wfe will he dities compote. 
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Foolilbe Marfias nere made the like I fuppofe, 

Yet mull we fmg them, as good fluffe I vndertake, 

As for fuch a pen man is well fittyng to make. 

.\h for thefe long nights, heyhow, when will it be day? 

I feaie ere I come (he will be wowed away. 

Then when aunfwere is made that it may not bee, 

death why commeft thou not ? by and by (fayth he) 
But then, from his heart to put away forowe, 

He is as farre in with fome newe loue next morowe. 
But in the meane feafon we trudge and we trot, 
From dayfpring to midnyght, I fit not, nor reft not. 
And now am I fent to dame Chriftian Cuftance : 
But I feare it will ende with a mocke for paftance. 

1 bring hir a ring, with a token in a cloute. 

And by all gefle, this fame is hir houfe out of doute. 

I knowe it nowe perfect, I am in my right way. 

And loe yond the olde nourfe that was wyth vs laft day. 

Actus, ij. Scaena. ij. 

Jltage |ttttmblecnt^t. pobinet pongl)tie. 

|ll. Iftumbl. 05^9 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ihoke vp afore 

fince I was borne. 
That our miftrefle coulde 
not haue chid I wold 
haue fwome : 
And I pray God I die if I ment any harme, 
Hut for my life time this (hall be to me a charme. 
)p. pottgl). God you faue and fee nurfe, and howe 
is it with you ? [fuche as thou. 

|tt. Ittttmbl. Mary a great deale the worfe it is foi 
p. pougl). For me ? Why fo ? 
|tt. |ttumb. Why wer not thou one of them, fay, 
That fong and playde here with the gentleman laft 
day ? [him fi)oken. 

B. pougl). Yes, and he would know if you haue for 
And i^rayes you to deliuer this \\\s% a.T\d\.o\L^xv« ^Jci\<^'^^^^ 
/tt. ffiumhl Nowe by the lokew xV^^X C^c^^iL xO^^^-CR.^ 
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I will deliuer no token one nor other. 
I haue once ben fo fhent for your maifters i)leafiire, 
As I will not be agayne for all hys treafure. 
p. pougl). He will thank you woman. 
fH. Ittumbl. I will none of his thanke. Ex^ 

p. pottgl). I weene I am a prophete, this geare will 
proue blanke : 
But what Ihould I home againe without anfwere go ? 
It were better go to Rome on my head than fo. 
I will tary here this moneth, but fome of the houfe 
Shall take it of me, and then I care not a loufe. 
But yonder commeth forth a wenche or a ladde, 
If he haue not one Lumbardes touche, my lucke is bad. 

Actus, ij. Scaena. iij. 

STmepenie. p. pongl). Sl^ibet ST. |lnot %\. 

Sfrupeng. |5!^"*3I' Am cleane loft for lacke of 

mery companie, 
We gree not halfe well within, 

our wenches and I, 
They will commaunde like 
miftreffes, they will forbyd, 
If they be not ferued, Trupeny muft be chyd. 
Let them be as mery nowe as ye can defire, 
With turnyng of a hande, our mirth lieth in the mire, 
I can not (kill of fuch chaungeable mettle, 
There is nothing with them but in docke out nettle 

p. pottgl). Whether is it better that I fpeake to hnn 

Or he firft to me, it is good to caft the wurft. [furft, 

If I beginne firft, he will fmell all my purpofe, 

Otherwife I fhall not neede any thing to difclofe. 

STrupettg. What boy haue we yonder? I will fee 

what he is. [ywis. 

p. Pongl). He commeth to me. It is hereabout 

SUntpeng. Wouldeft thou ought friende, that thou 

Jookeft fo about ? [no, I dout. 

17 ^oitQl). Yea, but whethei ye catv \ve^\)^ m^ w 
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I feeke to one millreffe Cuflance houfe here dwellyng. 

^rupenie. It is mymiRreffeyefeeketoobyyourtelling. 

p. pongt). Is there any of that name heere but (hee? 

^rupente. Not one in all the whole towne tliat 1 
knowe pardee. 

ffl. pougl). A Widowe Ihe is I trow. 

Oi/mpenie. And what and (he be ? 

p. pougl). But enfured to an hufbande. 

@^ntpmte. Yea, fo thinke we. 

p. pougl). And I dwell with hir hufbande that 
trufteth to be. 

STrupeute. In faith then mufl thou needes be wel- 
come to me, 
I .et vs for acquaintance (hake handes togither, 
A.nd what ere thou be, heartily welcome hither. 

®ib. STalh. Well Trupenie neuer but flinging. 

^tt. ^l])face. And friflcing? [and whifkyng? 

(ICrupente. Well Tibet and Annot, flill fwingyng 

3ib. STalk. But ye roile abroade. 

3ltt. ^Igface. In the (Ireete euere where. 

STrupente. Where are ye twaine, in chambers when 
ye mete me there ? 
But come hither fooles, I haue one nowe by the hande, 
Seruant to hym that mufl be our miflrefTe hufbande, 
Byd him welcome. 

^u. ^Igface. To me truly is he welcome. [come. 

Sib. 2[alk. Forfooth and as I may fay, heartily wel- 

p. Pougl). I thank you miflrefTe maides 

%Xi. ^Ijjface. I hope we fhal better know 

®ib. STalh. And when wil our new mafler come. 

p. pougl^. Shortly I trow. [refort'i 

eCib. STalk. I would it were to morow : for till he 
Our miflrefTe being a Widow hath fmall comforte. 
And I hearde our nourfe fpeake of an hufbande to day 
Ready for our miflrefTe, a riche man and a gay. 
And we (hall go in our frenche hoodes euery day, 
In our filke cafTocks (I warrant you) frefhe and gai', 
In our tricke ferdegews and billiments of golde, 
Braue in our futes of chaunge few^tv dowVAfc lc^^^fc> 
TheiJ Aa/i ye fee Tibet firs, ixeaid^Xlcv^^oSS&^c^'^'^s®^ 
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Nay, why fayd I treade ? ye shall fee hir glide and 

fvsrimme, 
Not lumperdee clumperdee like our fpaniell Rig. [fig, 

Srntpens. Mary then prickmedaintie come tofte me a 
Who (hall then know our Tib Talke apace trow ye ? 

^tt. ^l]){ace. And why not Annot Alyface as f)me 
as she ? [none ? 

SCmpettjj. And what had Tom Trupeny, a father or 

^tt. ^Igface. Then our prety newe come man will 
looke to be one. [knot. 

STrupenS- We foure I trufl (hall be a ioily mery 
Shall we fmg a fitte to welcome our friende, Annot ? 

3ltt. ^Ijjface. Perchaunce he can not fmg. 

p. pougl). I am at all affayes. [alwayes. 

Sib. SCalk. By cocke and the better welcome to vs 

Here they fmg, 

A thing very fitte No man for defpite, 

For them that haue witte, By worde or by write 

And are felowes knitte His felowe to twite, 
Seruants in one houfe to bee, But further in hone(lie, 

Is fafl fa(l for to fitte. No good tumes entwite, 

And not oft to flitte, Nor olde fores recite, 

Nor varie a whitte, But let all goe quite, 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

No man complainyng, After drudgerie. 

Nor other difdayning, When they be werie. 

For lo(fe or for gainyng, Then to be merie, [free 

But felowes orfriendstobee. To laugh and fmg they be 

No grudge remainyng, With chip and cheric 

No worke refrainyng, Heigh derie derie, 

Nor helpe redrainyng, Trill on the berie. 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

Finis, 

Sib. Salk. Wyll you now in with vs vnto our mis- 
treffe go ? [two. 

IB' pougl). I haue firft for my maifler an errand or 
But I haue here from him a token and a ring, [bring. 
They {hall haue mofte thanke of Y\\r iVvat ivx^ ^o\\v \v 
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2Cib. STalk. Mary that will I. 
STntpeng. See and Tibet fnatch not now. 
Sib. STalk. And why may not I fir, get thanks as 
well as you ? Exeat. [you botli. 

|ltt. ^Igface. Yet get ye not all, we will go with 
And haue part of your thanks be ye neuer fo loth. 

Exeant oiniies. 
p. pottgl). So my handes are ridde of it : I care 
for no more. 
1 may now return home : fo durfl I not afore. Exeat. 

Actus, ij. Scaena iiij. 

C ©ttjjtance. STibet. ^Lnnot ^llaface. Srupeng. 

d. Ctt)e(tance. I^^^^SAy come forth all three : 

and come hither pretie 
mayde : 
Will not fo many forewarn- 
ings make you afrayde? 
Sib. Salh. Yes forfoth. 

(J. Cu^tance. But flil be a runner vp and downe 
Still be a bringer of tidings and tokens to towne. 
Sib. Salh. No forfoth miflreffe. 
d. dttjJtance. Is all your delite and ioy 
In whilkyng and ramping abroade like a Tom boy. 
Sib. Salk. Forfoth thefe were there too, Annot and 
Trupenie. [denie. 

Sntpenie. Yea but ye alone tooke it, ye can not 
;8lttttot llljj. Yea that ye did. 
Sibet But if I had not, ye twaine would, 
d. dtt^tance. You great calfe ye (hould haue more 
witte, fo ye fhould : 
But why ihoulde any of you take fuch things in hande? 
Sibet Becaufe it came from him that mud be your 
(J. Ctt)i(tance. How do ye know that ? [hulbande. 
Sibet Forfoth the boy did fay fo. 
^ dtt^tance. What was his name ? 
%VL> ^Isface. We alked not 
iS. €tt4tanct No did ? 
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^tt. Illiface. He is not farre gone of Ikelyhod. 

%xxci^txc^. I mil fee. [bring him to me 

(I. ffittjstknce. If thou canll finde him in the flreete 

STnipettie. Yes. Exeat. 

ffi. ffittjJtance. Well ye naughty gii-les, if euer I perceiue 
That henceforth you do letters or tokens receiue, 
To bring vnto me from any peribn or place, 
Except ye firil (hewe me the partie face to face, 
Eyther thou or thou, full tmiy abye thou flialt. 

STtbet. Pardon this, and the next tyme pouder me 
in fait. [to beware. 

(I. Ctt)e(tance. I fhall make all girles by you twaine 

STtbet. If euer I offende againe do not me fpare. 
But if euer I fee that falfe boy any more 
By your miflre(h)rps licence I tell you afore 
I vsdll rather haue my cote twentie times fwinged, 
Than on the naughtie wag not to be auenged. 

®. Sttiettance. Good wenches would not fo rampe 
abrode ydelly, 
But keepe within doores, and plie their work eameflly, 
If one would fpeake with me that is a man likely, 
Ye (hall haue right good thanke to bring me worde 
But otherwyfe with meffages to come in pod [quickly. 
From henceforth I promife you, fhall be to your cofL 
Get you in to your work. 

Sib. Iltt. Yes forfoth. 

®. Cttiettance. Hence both twaine. 
And let me fee vou play me fuch a part againe. 

STntpens. Maiflreffe, T haue runne pad the farre 
ende of the (Ireete, 
Yet can I not yonder craftie boy lee nor meete. 

C dttjstante. No ? 

Sntpenp. Yet I looked as farre beyonde the people. 
As one may fee out of the toppe of Paules fleeple, 

C CTttje^tance. Hence in at doores, and let me no 
more be vext [the next. 

STrnpetij). Forgeue me this one fault, and lay on for 

C Ctt)i(tance. Now will I in too, for I thinkc foGod 
me mende. 
This will prone fome fooliChe tnaUei m \3tv^ ^xvd^ RxMi. 
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Actus. [i]ij. Scsena. j. 



in. lUei-^. 




IHcrygrccht. 



Owe fay thys againe ; 

he hath fome what 

to dooing 
Which followeth tlii^ 

trace of one thai 

is wowing, 
Specially that hath no 



hedde, 
otirm Roiaer Doifler withall is ledde. 
I am fcnt in all haile to efpie and to marke 
How our letters and tokens are likely to warke. 
Maider Roifler Doifler mull haue aunfwere in liailc 
For he loueth not to fpende much labour in wafle. 
Nowe as for Chriflian Cuflance by this light, 
Though Ihe had not hir trouth to Ga win Good luck plight. 
Vet rather tJian with fuch a loutiihe dolte to marie, 
I dare fey woulde lyue a poore lyfe folitarie, 
But fayne would I fpeake with Cuflance if I wifl how 
To laugJi at the matter, yond coramelh one forth now. 

Actus, iij. Scaena. ij. 

Sibtt. iH. Jtterjgrftke. dljriBtian (HuSlanK. 
Sib. SlaEh. |S^^^|H diat 1 might but onci; in 
my li'c haue a fight 
I Of him that made vs all fo 
yll fhent by this light, 
e fhould neuer efcape if I 
had him by the eare, 
t cum from his head, I would it bite ot teare. 
a and if ore of them were not inowt. 
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I would bite them both off, I make God auow. 
|tt. |tterg. What is he, whome this little moufe 

doth fo threaten ? 
Sib. STalh. I woulde teache him I 'trow, to make 

girles (hent or beaten. 
|tt. Ifterg. I will call hir : Maide with whome are 
ye fo haflie ? [paflie. 

3ib. SCalk. Not with you fir, but with a little wag 
A deceiuer of folkes, by fubtill craft and guile. 
|tt. Itterg. I knowe where (he is : Dobinet hath 
wrought fome wile. [fayd was fent 

STib. STalh. He brought a ring and token which he 
From our dames hulbande, but I wot well I was fhent : 
For it liked hir as well to tell you no lies. 
As water in hir Ihyppe, or fait cafl in hir eies : 
And yet whence it came neyther we nor fhe can tell. 
|tt. |fters. We (hall haue fport anone : I like this 
very well. 
And dwell ye herewith midreffe Cuflance faire maide? 
Sib. Salk. Yea mary doe I fir : what would ye haue 

fayd ? 
|tt. liters. A little meffage vnto hir by worde ot 
mouth. [forfoth. 

Sib. Salk. No me(rages by your leaue, nor tokens 
|tt. Itterg. Then help me to fpeke with hir. 
Sibet. With a good wil that. 
Here (he commeth forth. Now fpeake ye know beft what 
d. ffittjstance. None other life with you maide, but 
abrode to (kip ? [your miftreilhip. 

Sib. Salk. Forfoth here is one would fpeake with 
d. dttjstance. Ah, haue ye ben learning of mo mes- 

fages now ? 
Sib. Salk. I would not heare his minde, but bad 

him (hewe it to you. 
d. Cttiettance. In at dores. 

Sib. Salk. I am gon. Ex, 

£&. Itterg. Dame Cuftance god ye faue. 

d. dtijJtance. Welcome friend Merygreeke : and 

what thing wold ye haue ? [breake. 

/tt. ffittS' I am come to ^ow ^. \\\X.lft matter to 
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(5. aliiBlailtc. But fee it be hoiie/l, elfe better not to 
fpeake. [of late ? 

fOt.. IRcrj;. Howe feele ye your felfe affected here 

dt. (CugtancE. I feele no maoer chaunge but after 
But wherby do ye raeane ? [the olde rate. 

|1fl. fHtl"3j. Concerning mariage. 
Doth not loue lade you ? 

ffl. (iltt^tance. I feele no filch cariage. 

|tt. IHttj). Doe ye feele no pangues of dotage ? 
aunfwere me right. [the night 

d. (Sttntanit. I dote fo, tliat 1 make but one (leepe all 
But what neede all thefe wordes ? 

|tt, Ifiers- Oh lefus, will ye fee 
What diffemblyng creatures thefe farae women be ? 
The gentleman ye wote of, whome ye doe fo loue, 
That ye woulde fayne marrie him, yf ye durft it moue, 
Emong other riche widowes, which are of him glad, 
Leil ye for lefing of him percbaunce might runne mad, 
Is nowe contented that vpon your fute making, 
Ve be as one in election of tiking. 

d. (ilnstann. What a tale is this? that I wote of? 
whome I loue? 

|tt. |W»tji. Yea and he is as louing a worme againe 
as a doue. 
Een of very pitie he is wiJlyng you to take, 
Bicaufe ye (hall not dedroy your felfe for his fake. 

fli. <!rustanct. Mary God yelde his maftiypwhat euer 
It is gentmanly fpoken. [he be, 

/tt. itttrs. Is It not trowe ye ? 
if ye haue the grace now to offer your felf, ye fpeede. 

e. dustante. As muche as though I did, this tim' 
it (hall not neede, 

But what gentman is it, I pray you tell me plaine, 
Thai woweth fo finely ? 

jB. Itttn;. Lo where ye be againe, 
*.3 though ye knewe him not. 

d. dualanK, Tuih ye Ipeake in iell. 

"j. itttrii. Nay fure, the partie is in good knacking 

Ikeamell, 
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And haue you he will (he fayth) and haue you he mud, 

Ct. CS^uiettance. I am promifedduryng my life, that is iufl. 

|tt. Ifterj. Mary fo thinketh he, vnto him alone. 

C. Cuiettance. No creature hath my faith and trouth 
but one, 
That is Gawin Goodlucke : and if it be not hee, . 
Tie lialh no tille tlils way whal cuci he be, 
Nor I know none to whome I haue fuch worde fpoken. 

|tt. jfterg. Ye knowe him not you by his letter and 
token. 

Ct. CtttjEJtance. In dede true it is, that a letter I haue, 
But I neuer reade it yet as God me faue. 

|tt. Ifterg. Ye a woman ? and your letter fo long 
vnredde. 

C CtttjEJtante. Ye may therby know what haft I haue 
to wedde. 
But now who it is, for my hande I knowe by ^t^'t, 

|B;. flterg. Ah well I fay. 

d. fflttjEJtance. It is Roifter Doifter doubtleffe. 

f^' 1^^^- ^"^ y^ neuer leaue this diffimulation ? 
Ye know hym not. 

Ct. Cuie^tance. But by imagination, 
For no man there is but a very dolt and loute 
That to wowe a Widowe woulde fo go about. 
He fhall neuer haue me hys wife while he doe Hue. 

|tt. Itterj. Then will he haue you if he may, fo 
mote I thriue, 
And he biddeth you fende him worde by me. 
That ye humbiy befeech him, ye may his wife be, 
And that there fhall be no let in you nor miftruft, 
But to be wedded on funday next if he luft, 
And biddeth you to looke for him. 

€. CtttjStattte. Doth he byd fo ? 

|tt. Jttera. When he commeth, aike hym whether 
he did or no ? 

®. Sttjstante. Goe fay, that I bid him keepe him 
wamie at home 
For if he come abroade, he fhall cough me a mome. 
My mynde was vexed, I fhrew his head fottifh dolt 
fit. flitt^. He hath in his head. 
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': (Stnttftittt. As niucli br*ine as a butbolt. 
|tt, Itttcj;. WelldameCiiftance, if heheaTeymi thus 
C CltStance. What will he ? [play choploge. 

Jltt. Itteru- Play the deuill in the horologe. 
H. aTttStanic. I defye him loute. 
|tt. iltterH- Sliall 1 lell hym what ye fay ? 
tt[, tlufllfinK. Yea and atlde wiiat To euer tliou cantl, 
I thee pray, 
And I will auouche it what fo euer it bee. 
Jtt. IReiJJ. Then let me alone we will laugh well 
ye (haU fee, 
It will not be long ere he will hither reforte. 
ffl. (Jnstanw. Let hym come when hym lull, I wifhe 
no better fport. 
Fare ye well, I will in, and read my great letter. 
I (liall to my wower make anfwere the better. Bxeal. 



Actus, iij. Scaena. iij. 

JRattjciD IlltrsgrtcUc. ^Mister poistcr. 

fS- iKtrs- |Br^^||0^^ ^'^^^ ^^ whole anfwere 
n in my deuife doth rell, 

1 (hall paint out our wowet 

ill colours of the bell. 
And all that I fay (hall be on 
Cuftances mouth, 
She is author of all that I (hall fpeake forfoth. 
But yond corameth Roiller Doiller nowe in a traunce. 
^. ^Sitter. Iiino fende me this day good lucke and 
good chaunce. 
I can not but come fee how Merygreeke doth fpeede. 
Jtt. ^iVQ. I will not fee him, but giue him a iulte 
I crie your maflerihyp mercie. ^in deede. 

y. Jlossttr. And whithernow? [you, 

fS>. IfitrH- As faftaslcouldrunne fir inpolleagaiDA 
But why fpeake ye fo faintly, ot wVi^ mc ^t ^q ^■^^ 
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3R. IJogjSter. Thou knofVvell the prouerbe, bycaufe I 
can not be had. 
Hafl thou fpoken with this woman ? 
" ftterp. Yea that I haue. 
^ogjSter. And what will this geare be ? 

|tt. |tter|). No fo God me faue. 

%' ^ogjSter. Hafl thou a flat anfwer ? 
|tterg. Nay a fliarp anfwer. 
^ogjfter. What [hircat 

|tt. Ifterg. Ye ihall not ((he fa)rth) by hir will marry 
Ye are fuch a calfe, fuch an afle, fuch a blocke, 
Such a lilbume, fuch a hoball, fuch a lobcocke, 
And bicaufe ye fhoulde come to hir at no feafon, 
She defpifed your mafhip out of all reafon. 
Bawawe what ye fay (ko I) of fuch a ientman, 
Nay I teare him not (ko flie) doe the befl he can. 
He vaunteth him felfe for a man of proweffe greate, 
Where as a good gander I dare fay may him beate. 
And where he is louted and laughed to flcome, 
For the veriell dolte that euer was borne, 
And veriefl lubber, flouen and bead, 
Lining in this worlde from the wefl to the call : 
Yet of himfelfe hath he fuche opinion, 
That in all the worlde is not the like minion. 
He thinketh eche woman to be brought in dotage 
With the onely fight of his goodly perfonage : [flocke, 
Yet none that will haue hym : we do hym loute and 
And make him among vs, our common fporting flocke, 
And fo would I now (ko fhe) faue onely bicaufe, 
Better nay (ko I) I lufl not medle with dawes. 
Ye are happy (ko I) that ye are a woman, 
This would cofl you your life in cafe ye were a man. 

JR. |Ko|)!e(ter. Yea an hundred thoufand pound (hould 
not faue hir life. [your wife, 

|tt. |fiers. No but that ye wowe hir to haue hir to 
But I coulde not floppe hir mouth. 

JR. fSos^tex. Heigh how alas, 

fH. Ifttrj. Be of good cheere man, and let the 

worlde paffe. [not bee. 

V- ^op0Uv. What (hall I doe oTfaLYtioT^^th^x It will 
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|tt. IftetJ. Ye fhall haue choife of a thoufande as 
good as (hee, 
And ye mud pardon hir, it is for lacke of witte. 

1^ IRofiiSttr. Yea, for were not I an hufbande for 
Well what fliould I now doe ? [hir fitte 1 

ft. jntrj. In faith I can not tell. 

%. ^ogie^ter. I will go home and die. 

g.^erg. Then fhall I bidde toll the bell? 
^ofiister. No. 
|tt. Ifterg. God haue mercie on your foule, ah good 
gentleman, 
That er ye (huld th[u]s dye for an vnkinde woman, 
Will ye drinke once ere ye goe. ^ 

JBi l^ijtter. No, no, I will none. 
At.^et|;. How feele your foule to God. 
JBi ^ioiaUx. I am nigh gone. 
tt. Iters. And fhall we hence flreight ? 
|l. JRosister. Yea. 

|tt. fUtt^. Placebo dilexL \vt infra* 

Maifler Doifler Doifler will flreight go home and die. 

|i« fiojister. Heigh how, alas, the pangs of death 

my hearte do breake. 
|tt. IRer^. Holde your peace for fhame fir, a dead 
man may not fpeake. [haue ? 

Nequando : What mourners and what torches fhall we 
%, |Kosj$ter. None. [graue, 

|tt. Iftecg. Dirige, He will go darklyng to his 
Neque^ lux, neqne O'tix, iieque mourners, neque clinke, 
He will fleale to heauen, vnknowing to God I thinke. 
A porta inferi^ who fhall your goodes pofTeffe ? 

|i. IKos^e^ter. Thou fhalt be my fectour, and haue all 

more and lefTe. 
|tt. Jfteri;. Requiem ceternam. Now God reward 
your maflerfhyp. 
And I will crie halfepenie doale for your worfhyp. 
Come forth firs, heare the dolefull newes 

I fhall you tell. Ewcai urmi 

Our good maifler here will no longer with *»»'»'''• 
vs dwell, 
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But in fpite of Cuflance, which hath hym weried, 
Let vs fee his malhyp folemnely buried. 
And while fome piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some part of his funeralls let vs here begin. [man. 
Audiui vocem. All men take heede by this one gentle- 
Howe you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman. 
For thefe women be all fuch madde pieuifhe elues, 
They will not be wonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in fayth Cuflance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maifler Roifler Doifler (hall feme you as well. 
And will ye needes go from vs thus in veiy deede ? 
%' IJogjSter. Yea in good fadneffe ? 
§t, Ifter^. Now lefus Chrifl be your fpeede. 
Good night Roger olde knaue, farewell Roger olde 

knaue. 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue knap, vt infra* 
Pray for the late maifler Roifler Doiflers foule. 
And come forth parifh Clarke, let the pafTmg bell toll. 
Pray for your mayfler firs, and for Adsemosmi 

hym ring a peale. ^^"• 

He was your right good maifler while he was in heale. 
Qui Lazarum, 

3" '^ISi^itx, Heigh how. 
I |tt. itterg. Dead men go not fo fafl 
In Paradifum, 
$• fJogrter. Heihow. 
K. Ifterg. Soft, heare what I haue cafl 
\, ^o^jSter. I will heare nothing, I am pafl. 
|tt. Jfterg. Whough, wellaway. 
Ye may tarie one houre, and heare what I fhall fay, 
Ye were befl fir for a while to reuiue againe, 
And quite them er ye go. 
It. ^Register. Trowefl thou fo ? 
[. ^erg. Ye plain. 

I. ^ogiSter. How may I reuiue being nowe fo farre 
pafl? 
|tt. Ifteri;. I will rubbe your temples, and fette you 

againe at lafl. 
JR. jBDj^jefter. It will not be poffible. 

• S€€p. w. 
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|tt. inecg. Yes for twentie pounde. 

%' JBogrter. Armes what doll thou ? 

|tt. Ittecg. Fet you again out of your found 
By this croife ye were nigh gone in deede, I might feele 
Your foule departing within an inche of your heele. 
Now folow my counfell. 

Jl. JlogjJter. What is it ? 

|tt. Iftera. If I wer you, 
Cuflance Ihould eft feeke to me, ere I woulde bowe. 

|i. ISrOgietter. Well, as thou wilt haue me, euen fo 
will I doe. 

|tt. IRecg. Then fhall ye reuiue againe for an houre 
or two. 

|i. I^osie^ter. As thou wilt I am content for a little 
fpace. 

|tt. Iftecg. Good happe is not haflie : yet in fpace 
com[e]th grace. 
To fpeake with Cuflance your felfe fhoulde be very 

well, 
What good therof may come, nor I, nor you can tell. 
But now the matter flandeth vpon your mariage. 
Ye mufl now take vnto you a luflie courage. 
Ye may not fpeake with a faint heart to Cuflance, 
But with a lufly breafl and countenance. 
That fhe may knowe fhe hath to anfwere to a man. 

JR. |Ko^j$ttr. Yes I can do that as well as any can. 

|tt. IRerg. Then bicaufe ye mufl Cuflance fac o * 
face wowe. 
Let vs fee how to behaue your felfe ye can doe. 
Ye mufl haue a portely bragge after your eflate. 

|i. |iotj$ter. Tufhe, I can handle that after the befl 
rate. 

|BL IRer^. Well done, fo loe, vp man with your 
head and chin, 
Vp with that fnoute man : fo loe, nowe ye begin, 
So, that is fomewhat like, but prankie cote, nay whan. 
That is a luflie brute, handes vnder your fide miin : 
So loe, now is it euen as it fhould bee. 
That is fomewhat like, for a man of your degree. 
Then mu/l ye flately goe, lellm^ \^ ^tA ^q^\a.^ 
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Tut, can ye no better fhake the taile of your gowne? 
There loe, fuche a lullie bragge it is ye mud make. 

JR. I^ogie^ter. To come behind, and make curtfie^ 
thou mull fom pains take. 

|tt. Ifter^. Elfe were I much to blame, I thanke 
your maflerlhyp. 
The lorde one day all to begrime you with worfhyp, 
Backe fir fauce, let gentlefolkes haue elbowe roome, 
Voyde firs, fee ye not maifler Roiller Doifler comei!* 
Make place my maiflers. 

%, ^0]^j$ter. Thou iufllefl nowe to nigh. 
|tterg. Back al rude loutes. 
I. JRogjSter. Tufh. 

|tt. |tterg* I crie your mafhip mercy 
Hoighdagh, if faire fine mi(lrefl*eCuilancefawe you now, 
Ralph Royfler Doifler were hir owne I warrant you. 

%- ^Register. Neare an M by your girdle ? 

|tt. IKerg. Your good maflerlhyps 
Maifterfhyp, were hir owne Miflrefhyps miflrefhyps, 
Ye were take vp for haukes, ye were gone, ye were gone. 
But now one other thing more yet I thinke vpon. 

JR. JRogjfter. Shewe what it is. 

|tt. Ifterg. A wower be he neuer fo poore 
Mufl play and fing before his beflbeloues doore, 
How much more than you ? 

|K.. JRojjSter. Thou fpeakefl wel out of dout. 

|tt. Itttrg. And perchaunce that woulde make hir 
the fooner come out. 

|K- |Ro8^t^^- Goe call my Mufitians, bydde them 

high apace. 
|tt. Jtterj). I wyll be here with them ere ye can fay 
trey ace. Exeat, 

JR. JRo^jStcr. This was well fayde of Merygreeke, I 
lowe hys wit, 
Before my fweete hearts dore we will haue a fit, 
That if my loue come forth, that I may with hir talke, 
I doubt not but this geare fhall on my fide walke. 
But lo, how well Merygreeke is returned fence. 
Jtt. Ifter^. There hath grown no grafl'e on my heele 
dnce I wQTit hence, 
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Lo here haue I brought that fhall make you paftance. 
|t. I^^ie^ter. Come firs let vs fmg to winne my deare 
loue Cuflance. 

Cantent, 

|tt. Ifter^. Lo where Ihe commeth, fome counten 
aunce to hir make 
And ye (hall heare me be plaine with hir for your fake. 



Actus, iij. Scaena. iiij. 

(ETttj^tance. |ttersgreeke. |Koii$ter JBoiisUr. 

d. dttj^tance. ISRBSHI^^^ gaudyng and foolyng is 

this afore my doore ? 
|tt. Ifterg. May not folks 
be honefl, pray you, 
though they be pore ? 
d. dttjttance. As that thing may be true, fo rich 

folks may be fooles, 
|t. IKogj^ter. Hir talke is as fine as (he had learned 

in fchooles. 
|tt. f^tx^> Looke partly towarde hir, and drawe a 

little nere. 
d. dttjttance. Get ye home idle folkes. 
|tt. IRerg. Why may not we be here ? 
Nay and ye will haze, haze : otherwife I tell you plaine, 
And ye will not haze, then giue vs our geare againe. 
d. dttjttance. In deede I haue of yours much gay 

things God faue all. 
|i JRofiKter. Speake gently vnto hir, and let hir 

take all. 
|tt. IRecs. Ye are lo tender hearted: (hall (he make 
vs dawes ? [caufe. 

Nay dame, I will be plaine with you in my friends 
y. liosKter. Let all this pafTe fweete heart and ac- 
cept my feruice. 
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€. dttjJtence. 1 \vill not be ferued with a foole in 
no wife, 
When I choofe an hufbande I hope to take a man. 
|tt. JHerg. And where will ye finde one which can 
doe that he can ? 
Now thys man towarde you being fo kinde, [minde. 
You not to make him an anfwere fomewhat to his 
®. Cttjettance. I fent him a full anfwere by you dyd 

I not? 
|tt. Uterj. And I reported it. 
ffi. Cttjitance. Nay I mufl fpeake it againe. 
?R- IJogiSter. No no, he tolde it alL 
iW. ^erg. Was I not metely plaine ? 
%, ^ogjfter. Yes. 

01. |tterg. But I would not tell all, for faith if I had 
With you dame Cuflance ere this houre it had been 

bad, 
And not without caufe : for this goodly perfonage, 
Ment no leffe than to ioyne with you in manage. 
Ct. CniStance. Let him wafl no more labour nor fute 
about me. [lieth I fee, 

|tt. jfterg. Ye know not where your preferment 
He fending you fuch a token, ring and letter. 
(ST. Cttiettance. Mary here it is, ye neuer fawe a better. 
^. Itterij. Let vs fee your letter. 
C. CttjEJtancc. Holde, reade it if ye can. 
And fee what letter it is to winne a woman. 
|tt. ifterg. To mine owne deare coney birde, fwetc 
heart, and pigfny 
Good Miftreffe Cuflance prefent thefe by and by, 
Of this fuperfcription do ye blame the (lile ? 
Ct. Cttiettance. With the refl as good fluffe as ye 

redde a great while. 
|tt. itteri;. Sweete miflreffe where as I loue you 
nothing at all, 
Regarding your fubflance and richefle chiefe of all, 
For your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and wit, 
I commende me vnto you neuer a whit. 
Sone to heare report of your good welfare. 
For (as I heare fay) fuche your con^vuoiv^ ^^^ 
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That ye be worthie fauour of no liuing man. 

To be abhorred of euery honed man. 

To be taken for a woman enclined to vice. 

Nothing at all to Vertue gyuing hir due price. 

Wherfore concerning manage, ye are thought 

Suche a fine Paragon, as nere honefl man bought. 

And nowe by thefe prefentes I do you aduertife 

That I am minded to marrie you in no wife. 

For your goodes and fubilance, I coulde bee content 

To take you as ye are. If ye mynde to bee my wyfe 

Ye fhall be affured for the tyme of my lyfe, 

I will keepe ye ryght well, from good rayment and fare, 

Ye fhall not be kepte but in forowe and care. 

Ye fhall in no wyfe lyue at your owne libertie, 

Doe and fay what ye lufl, ye fhall neuer pleafe me, 

But when ye are mery, I will be all fadde, 

When ye are fory, I will be very gladde. 

When ye feeke your heartes eafe, I will be vnkinde, 

At no tyme, in me fhall ye muche gentleneffe finde. 

But all things contrary to your will and minde, 

Shall be done : otherwife I wyll not be behinde 

To fpeake. And as for all them that woulde do you wrong 

I will fo helpe and mainteyne, ye fhall not lyue long. 

Nor any foolifhe dolte, fliall cumbre you but I. 

I, who ere fay nay, uyll flicke by you tyll 1 die. 

Thus good miftrefle Cuflance, the lorde you faue and 

kepe, 
From me Roifler Doifler, whether I wake or flepe. 
Who fauoureth you no lefTe, (ye may be bolde) 
Than this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 

(£. (STttj^tance. Howe by this letter of loue ? is it not 
fine ? [myne. 

|S* JRojjJter. By the armes of Caleys it is none of 

fBi. IRers. Fie you are fowle to blame this is your 
owne hand. 

(![. (JTuj^tancc. Might not a woman be proude of 
fuch an hufbande ? 

jtt. Ittccs. Ah that ye would in a letter fhew fuch 
defpite. 

JR. ^Roj^jfiftrr. Oh I would I \\aA \\^m\v^\^^^^^Vv^ 
did it endite. 
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£Bi. fUttS' Why ye made it your felfe ye tolde me 

by this light. 
JR. JBio^fiUx. Yea I ment I wrote it myne owne felf= 

yeflemight 
Ct. Cuiettance. Ywis fir, I would not haue fent you 

fuch a mocke. 
JEi- fiosiettei'. Ye may fo take it, but I ment it not fo 

by cocke. 
|R. Itterj. Who can blame this woman to fume 
and frette and rage ? 
Tut, tut, your felfe nowe haue marde your owne marri- 
age. 
Well, yet miflreffe Cuflance, if ye can this remitte, 
This gentleman other wife may your loiie requitte. 
C. CtttjStftttce. No God be with you both, and feeke 
no more to me. Exeat, 

Jl. IK^ogiSter. Wough, (lie is gone for euer, I fhall hii 

no more fee. 
|tt. Ifterg. What weepe? fye for ihame, and blub- 
ber ? for manhods fake, 
Neuer lette your foe fo muche pleafure of you take. 
Rather play the mans parte, and doe loue refraine. 
If (he defpife you een defpife ye hir againe. 
^. ISo^ie^ter. By go(re and for thy fake I defye hii 

in deede. 
|tt. Ifter^. Yea and perchaunce that way ye (hall 
much fooner fpeede, 
For one madde propretie thefe women haue in fey, 
When ye will, they will not : Will not ye, then will they. 
Ah fooli(he woman, ah mode vnluckie Cudance, 
Ah vnfortunate woman, ah pieui(he Cudance, 
Art thou to thine harmes fo obdinately bent. 
That thou cand not fee where lieth thine high pre'cr- 
ment? [well? 

Cand thou not lub dis man, which coulde lub dee fo 
Art thou fo much thine own foe. 
|S. ISoglSUr. Thou dod the truth telL 
ftt. ^erg. Wei I lament. 
Jl. ^o^jiter. So do I. 
^./ttfrjj. Wherfor? 
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T^ liogrter. For this thing 
Bicaufe fhe is gone. 

jfll. jftecs. I mourne for an other thing. 

ft. ^g^ter. What is it Merygreeke, wherfore thou 

doft griefe take ? 
|E. Ifter^. That I am not a woman myfelfe for your 
fake, 
I would haue you my felfe, and a (Irawe for yond Gill, 
And mocke much of you though it were againfl my 

wiU. 
I would not I warrant you, fall in fuch a rage, 
As fo to refufe fuche a goodly perfonage. [greeke. 
JR. IKogj^ter. In faith I heartily thanke thee Mery- 



jftt. ftetJi. And I were a woman. 



S^ter. Thou wouldeft to me feeke. [bee. 

. Itters. For though I fay it, a goodly perfon ye 
^ojKter. No, no. 

g.^trj. Yes a goodly man as ere 1 dyd fee. 
IBoSJE^ter. No, I am a poore homely man as God 
made mee. 
|tt. IRtrs. By the faith that T owe to God fir, but 
ye bee. 
Woulde I might for your fake, fpende a thoufande 
pound land. 
H. fiosjetter. I dare fay Ihou wouldefl haue me to 

thy hulbande. 
|B. inetj. Yea : And I were the fairefl lady in the 
(hiere, 
And knewe you as I know you, and fee you nowe here. 
Well I fey no more. 

'\ fiosjtter. Gramercies with all my hart. 

ffivcSi* But fmce that can not be, will ye play a 
IKog^ter. Howlhouldl? [wife parte? 

|tt. |fttrs. Refraine from Cuflance a while now. 
And I warrant hir foone right glad to feeke to you, 
Ye (hall fee hir anon come on hir knees creeping. 
And pray you to be good to hir falte teares weepin<^. 
1^ liosKter. But what and (he come not ? 
ffi. ^trj. In faith then farewel (he. 
Or elfe if ye be wrothf ye may aueivgedb^. 




54 Roister Doister. 

Jl. fSogjSter. By cocks precious potfticke, and een 
fo I fhall. 
I wyll vtterly deflroy hir, and houfe and all, 
But I woulde be auenged in the meane fpace, 
On that vile fcribler, that did my wowyng difgrace. 
Ht. Itterg. Scribler (ko you) in deede he is worthy 
no lelle. 
1 will call hym to you, and ye bidde me doubtleffe. 

|EL lio^jSter. Yes, for although he had as many liue^ 
As a thoufande widowes, and a thoufande wiues, 
As a thoufande lyons, and a thoufand rattes, 
A thoufande wolues, and a thoufande cattes, 
A thoufande bulles, and a thoufande calues, 
And a thoufande legions diuided in halues, 
He fhall neuer fcape death on my fwordes point, 
Though I fhoulde be tome therfore ioynt by ioynt. 
|tt. Ifter^. Nay, if ye will kyll him, I will not fette 
him, 
I will not in fo muche extremitie fette him. 
He may yet amende fir, and be an honefl man, 
Therfore pardon him good foule, as muche as ye can. 
SI. ?Ro||jEJter. Well, lor thy fake, this once with his 
lySfe he fhall paffe, 
But I wyll hewe hym all to pieces by the MafTe. 
|tt. IKerg. Nay fayth ye fhall promife that he (hall 
no harme haue, 
Elfe I will not fet him. 

JR. I^ogj^ter. I fhall fo God me faue. 
But I may chide him a good. 

Ifterg. Yea that do hardely. 
t. ^ogietter. Go then. 
|tt. ^et]^ I retume, and bring him to you by and 
by. Ajc 
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pActus. iij. Scaena. v. 

?(otst(t poijiter. |Bi«llieiof iltttgnrtekc. ^crmeHfc. 

^[. llOj^sUr, J^mS'I^I 's ^ |,'i.'nLli;nu[i but liis 
\ worde and his promife? 
Il Iniullnowelauethisviiaines 

lyfe in any wife, 
' And yet at hyni already mj 
handes doe tickle, 
I fliall vneth holde them, they \vyll be fo fickle. 
But lo and Merygreeke haue not brought him fens ? 
|tt- IRci^. Nay I Houlde I had of my purfe payde 

fortie pens. 
^ctineiitr. So woulde I too : but it needed not that 

(lounde, 
|n. |tttrg. But the ientman had rather fpent fine 
thoufande pounde, 
For it difgraced him at lead fine tymes fo muche. 
JSrrtuener. He difgraced hym felfe, hia loutiflinelTe 

is fuche. 
Ji- JRojJSttt. Howe long they (lande prating? Why 

comft thou not away? 
|tt. Ittttg, Come nowe to hymfelfe, and hearke what 

he will fay. 
^crtiKittc. I am not afrayde in his prefence to ap- 

peere. 
%. |toBSttr. Arte thou come felow? 
jSmntntr. How thinke you ? am I not here ? 
%. ■BosSUr. What hindrance hall thou done me, 

and what villanie? 
JScrinmet. It hath come of thy felfe, if thou haft 

had any. 
% JtoBBUr. All the ilocke thou corned of later oi 

From thy fyrft fathers grandfathers fathers father, 
Nor all that Ihall come of thee to the worldes ende. 
Though to three fcore generations V^ie'^ ie.^tCTLit, 



56 Roister Doister. 

Can be able to make me a iufl recompenfe, 
For this trefpaffe of thine and this one offenfe. 
Strittener. Wherin? 

|S. 3Jo2jSter. Did not you make me a letter brother? 
^criuener. Pay the like hire, I will make you fuche 

an other. 
JR. IRogjfter. Nay fee and thefe whoorefon Pharifeys 
and Scribes 
Doe not get their liuyng by polling and bribes. 
If it were not for fhame. 
^crittener. Nay holde thy hands flill. 
|tt. Ifterg. Why did ye not promife that ye would 

not him fpill ? 
^crmener. Let him not fpare me. 
|1. I^gietter. Why wilt thou ftrike me again ? 
^criuener. Ye fhall haue as good as ye bring of me 

that is plaine. 

|tt. Ifter^. I can not blame him fir, though your 

blowes wold him greue. 

For he knoweth prefent death to enfue of all ye geue. 

JR. JRogjEJter. Well, this man for once hath purchafed 

thy pardon. [gon. 

^crittctter. And what fay ye to me ? or elfe 1 will be 

11. ISogjSter. I fay the letter thou madefl me was 

not good, 
^criuener. Then did ye wrong copy it of likelyhood. 
JR. JRogietter. Yes, out of thy copy worde forworde 1 
wrote. [wote, 

^crittener. Then was it as ye prayed to haue it I 
But in reading and pointyng there was made fome faulte. 
|i. JRo^ietter. I wote not, but it made all my matter 

to haulte. 
jSrrittener. Howe fay you, is this mine originall or 
no ? [mote I ga 

JR. JRogjSter. The felfe fame that I wrote out of, fo 
^crittener. Loke you on your owne fill, and I will 
looke on this. 
And let this man be iudge whether I reade amifie. 
To myvat owne dere coney birde, fweete heart, and 
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Good miftreffe Cuftance, prefent thefe by and by. 
How now ? doth not this fuperfcription agree ? 
IB* S^ogjster. Reade that is within, and there ye (hall 

the fault fee. 
jKcnuener. Sweete miflreffe, where as I loue you, 

nothing at all 
Regarding your richeffe and fubftance : chiefe of all 
For your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and witte 
I commende me vnto you : Neuer a whitte 
Sory to heare reporte of your good welfare. 
For (as I heare fay) fuche your conditions are, 
That ye be worthie fauour : Of no liuing man 
To be abhorred : of euery honefl man 
To be taken for a woman enclined to vice 
Nothing at all : to vertue giuing hir due price. 
Wherfore concerning mariage, ye are thought 
Suche a fine Paragon, as nere honefl man bought. 
And nowe by thefe prefents I doe you aduertife, 
That I am minded to marrie you : In no wyfe 
For your goodes and fubflance : I can be content 
To take you as you are : yf ye will be my wife, 
Ye fhall be afTured for the time of my life, 
I wyll keepe you right well : from good raiment and fare. 
Ye fhall not be kept : but in forowe and care 
Ye (hall in no wyfe lyue : at your owne libertie, 
Doe and fay what ye lufl : ye fhall neuer pleafe me 
But when ye are merrie : I will bee all fadde 
When ye are forie : I wyll be very gladde 
When ye feeke your heartes eafe : I will be vnkinde 
At no time ; in me (hall ye muche gentleneffe finde. 
But all things contrary to your will and minde 
Shall be done otherwife : I wyll not be behynde 
To fpeake : And as for all they that woulde do you wrong, 
(I wyll fo helpe and maintayne ye) fhall not lyue long. 
Nor any foolifhe doltc fhall cumber you, but I, 
I, who ere fay nay, \syVi (licke by you tyll I die. 
Thus good miflreffe Cuflance, the lorde you faue and 

kepe. 
From me Roifler Doifler, whether I wake or flepe, 

E 
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Who fauoureth you do leffe, (ye may be bolde) 
Than this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 
Now fir, what default can ye finde in this letter? 
|J. IJogjSter. Of truth in my mynde there can not be 
a better. [in writyng, 

jScrinener* Then was the fault in ready ng, and net 
No nor I daie fay in the fourme of endityng, 
But who read this letter, that it founded fo nought ? 
|tt. Jfters* 1 redde it in deede. 
^critietter. Ye red it not as ye ought 
JR. HogjSter. Why thou wretched villaine was all this 

fame fault in thee ? 
|tt. IttetS- I knocke your coftarde if ye oflfer to 

llrike me. 
JR. JRog)$ter. Strikeflthou in deede? and I offer but 
in iefl ? [lit in reft. 

|tt. Jfterj^. Yea and rappe you againe except ye can 
And I will no longer tarie here me beleue. 
IB* l^SJSter. What wilt thou be angry, and I do 
thee forgeue ? 
Fare thou well fcribler, I crie thee mercie in deede. 
jitrittetter. Fare ye well bibbler, and worthily may 

ye fpeede. 
JR. JRogjSter. If it were an other but thou, it were a 
knaue. [both faue, 

|tt. Itterg. Ye are an other your felfe fir, the lorde vs 
Albeit in this matter I muft your pardon craue, 
Alas woulde ye wyfhe in me the witte that ye haue ? 
But as for my fault I can quickely amende, 
I will fhewe Cuftance it was I that did ojQfende. 
JR. JRogjetter. By fo doing hir anger may be reformed. 
|tt. Jfter^. But if by no entreatie (he will be turned. 
Then fette lyght by hir and bee as teftie as fhee, 
And doe your force vpon hir with extremitie. 
JR. JRoijSter. Come on therefore lette vs go home in 
fadneffe. [readineffe, 

|tt. Ittcrg. That if force ihall neede all may be in a 
And as for thys letter hardely let all go. 
We wyll know where ihe refufe you for that or no. 

\Eouant am. 
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Actus, iiij. Scaena j. 




3 there any man but 
I Sym Surefby 
alone. 
That would hauc 
taken fuch an en- 
terprife himvpon, 
In fuche an outra- 
gioiis lenipell as 
as this was. 
Suche a daungerons gulfe of the fea to pafle. 
I thinke verily Nepltines mightie goddiyp, 
Was angry with Tome that was in our fliyp, 
And but for the honeaie which in me he foiinde, 
1 thinke for the others fake we had bene drownde. 
Hut fye on that feruant which for his maifters wealth 
Will (licke for to hazards both his lyfe and his health 
My raaifter Gawyn Goodliicke after me a day 
Bicaufe of the weather, thought bed hys Iliyppe to flay. 
And now that I haue the rough fourges fo n ell pafl, 
God graunt I may finde all things fafe here at lafl. 
Then will I thinke aU my trauaile well fpent. 
Nowe the firfl poynt wherfore my maifler hath me fent 
Is to talute dame Chriflian Cuftance his wife, 
Efpoufed : whome he tendreth no lefle than his life, 
I mull fee how it is with hir well or wrong, 
And whether for him fhe doth not now thinke long ; 
Then to other friendes I hatie a mefiage or tway, 
And then fo to returne and mete him on the way. 
Now wyll I goe knocke that I may difpatche wtthi 

fpet'de, 
But loe forth commeth hir felfe happily in deede. 
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Actus, iiij. Scaena ij. 

(iT. Cu)e(tance. BS99 ^ome to fee if any more 

flirryng be here, 
But what llraunger is this, 
which doth to meappere? 
^gm jfturi$. I will fpeake 
to hir : Dame the lorde you faue and fee. 
CT. CttjStance. What friende Sym Sure£by ? Forfoth 
right welcome ye be, 
Howedothmine owneGawynGoodlucke, I pray the tell? 
^. jSttrejSbg. When he knoweth of your health he 
will be perfect well. [would be. 

(I. (lujstance. If he haue perfect helth, I am as I 
^im. Stxre. Suche newes will pleafe him well, this is 

as it fhould be. 
€). (S)tt)e(tance. I thinke now long for him. 
^gm ^ure. And he as long for you. 
€). (IttjStattce. When wil he be at home? 
^gm JSrtre. His heart is here een now 
His body commeth after, 
d. (ItijStattce. I woulde fee that faine. [a maine. 
^im ^ure. As fafl as wynde and fayle can cary it 
But what two men are yonde comming hitherwarde ? 
®. (S)u^ta;nce. Now I Ihrew their befl Chriflmaffe 
chekes both togetherward. 

Actus, iiij. Scaena iij. 

©hrijstiiXtt ©tijstance. ^gm ^urejsbg. ?Ralpl) 
IJoijster. |Ilatl)eto |ttei*ggreke. Srupeng. 

id. Gittjitattce. ^SSSB^^'it meane thefe lewde 

felowes thus to trouble 
me stil? 
^yni Surefbyhere perchance 
dial therof deme fom ylL 
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And (hall fufpect in me fome point of nanghtinefle, 
And they come hitherward. 
^gm j&tire. What is their biifmeffe? 
(tt. (S)tt)$tAnce. I haue nought to them, nor they to 

me in fadneffe. 
j5im ^ure. Let vs hearken them, fomewhat there 

is I feare it 
JR. |ios)Ster. I will fpeake out aloude bed, that flie 

may heare it. 
|tt. fBitx^. Nay alas, ye may fo feare hir out of hir 
wit. [hir no whit. 

IS'. lilojjSter. By the crolTe of my fworde, I will hurt 
fSi, ^er^. Will ye doe no harme in deede, (hall I 
trufl your worde ? [but in borde. 

|J. |Sl)S^^^^- ^y Roifter Doifters fayth 1 will fpeake 
^im. ^ttte. Let vs hearken them, fomwhat there is 
I feare it. [heare it : 

y* JRogjiter. I will fpeake out aloude, I care not who 
Sirs, fee that my harneffe, my tergat, and my Ihield, 
Be made as bright now, as when I was lafl in fielde, 
As white as I fhoulde to warre againe to morrowe : 
For ficke Ihall I be, but I worke fome folke forow. 
Therfore fee that all fhine as bright as fainct George, 
Or as doth a key newly come from the Smiths forge. 
I woulde haue my fworde and harneffe to (hine fo bright, 
That I might therwith dimme mine enimies fight, 
I would haue it call beames as fafl I tell you playne. 
As doth the glittryng graffe after a Ihowre of raine. 
And fee that in cafe I Ihoulde neede to come to arm- 
All things may be ready at a minutes warning, [ing, 
For fuch chaunce may chaunce in an houre, do ye 
heare ? 
|tt. Jfterg. As perchance (hall not chaunce againe 

in feuen yeare. 
|J. I^og^ter. Now draw we neare to hir, and here 

what (hall be fayde. 
|tt. Jftetj). But I woulde not haue you make hir too 

muche afrayde. 
y. JRojjster. Well founde fweete wife (I ti*u(l^ for al 
this your foure looke. 
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d. (Stti^tAnce. Wife, why cal ye me wife ? 
^im jSure. Wife ? this gear goth acrook. 
|tt. Jfters- Nay miilreffe Cuflance, I warrant you, 
our letter 
Is not as Ave redde een nowe, but much better, 
And where ye halfe flomaked this gentleman afore, 
For this fame letter, ye wyll loue hym now therefore, 
Nor it is not this letter, though ye were a queene. 
That fhoulde breake marriage betweene you twaine I 
weene. [fake, 

d. (IttjStance. I did not refufe hym for the letters 
|J. IJogjSter. Then ye are content me for your 

hufbande to take. 
d. Cu)e(tance. You for my hufbande to take? no- 
thing leffe truely. 
|J. IJogjSter. Yea fay fo, fweete fpoufe, afore flraun- 
gers hardly. [with me, 

|tt. Itterg. And though I haue here his letter of loue 
Yet his ryng and tokens he fent, keepe lafe with ye. 
d. du)$tance. A mifchiefe take his tokens, and him 
and thee too. 
But what prate I with fooles? haue I nought elfe to doo? 
Come in with me Sym Surefby to take fome repail. 
jiim ^ure. I mull ere I drinke by your leaue, goe 
in all hafl, 
To a place or two, Avith earned letters of his. 
d. dtt^ta;nce. Then come drink here with me. 
j5im ^ure. I thank you. 
d. du)e(tance. Do not miffe 
You (hall haue a token to your maifler with you. 
^gm jSure. No tokens this time gramercies, God 
be with you. Exeat. 

©. du)$tance. Surely this fellowe mifdeemeth fome 
yll in me. 
Which thing but God helpe, will go neere to fpill me. 
|J. IJogjSter. Yea farewell fellow, and tell thy maifler 
Goodlucke 
That he commeth to late of thys bloffome to plucke. 
Let him keepe him there (lill, or at lead wife make no 
As for his labour hither be (baWiv^tvd^'m^^^. ^JaaS^ 
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His betters be in place nowe. 

|tt. Jfters. As long as it will hold. 

C. GIttiitattte. I will be euen with thee thou bead, 
thou mayft be bolde. 

JR. %ff^iAxt. Will ye haue vs then ? 

C. Stt|$tattce. I will neuer haue thee. 

y. fU)8Ji(ter. Then will I haue you ? 

C. SiijJtattce. No, the deuill (hal haue thee. 
I haue gotten this houre more Ihame and harme by thee, 
Then all thy life days thou canfl do me honeflie. 

|tt. Ifters* Why nowe may ye fee what it comth too 
in the ende, 
To make a deadly foe of your mod louing frende ; 
And ywis this letter if ye woulde heare it now. 

C Cttjitattce. I will heare none of it. 

|tt. JKery* In faith would rauifhe you. [is cleare 

C Ctxjittance. He hath (lained my name for euer this 

1^ |CU)8l$ter. I can make all as well in an houre. 

|tt. inerg. As ten yeare. 
How fay ye, wil ye haue him ? 

C (Sttjettance. No. 

|n. IKers. Wil ye take him? 

®. Cui$tance. I defie him. 

|tt. itterij. At my word ? 

CT. (jfiti^tance. A fhame take him. 
Wafle no more wynde, for it will neuer bee. 

|tt. Ifterg. This one faulte with twaine fliall be 
mended, ye fhall fee. 
Gentle miflreffe Cuflance now, good miftreffe Cullance, 
Honey miflreffeCuftance now,fweete miflreffe Cullance, 
Golden miflreffe Cuflance now, white miflreffe Cuflance, 
Silken miflreffe Cuflance now, faire miftreffe Cuftance. 

d. diWJtattce. Faith rather than to mary with fuche 
a doltifhe loute;, 
I woulde matche my felfe with a begger out of doute. 

|tt. Ifters. Then I can fay no more, to fpeede we 
are not like. 
Except ye rappe out a ragge of your Rhetorike. 

d. dniStAnce. Speake not of winnyng me : for it 
(haW neuer be fo. 
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JR. |togjster. Yes dame, I will haue you whether ye 
will or no, 
I commaunde you to loue me, wherfore fhoulde ye not? 
Is not my loue to you chafing and burning hot ? 
|tt. jnerg. Too hir, that is well fayd. 
|J. ^ogjSter. Shall I fo breake my braine 
To dote vpon you, and ye not loue vs againe ? 
|tt. itterg. Wei fayd yet. 
€). i^Ujttance. Go to you goofe. 
?R- l^ogjster. I fay Kit Cuflance, 
In cafe ye will not haze, well, better yes perchaunce. 
C ffitijstarice. Auaunt lozell, picke thee hence. 
fH, Itterg- Wei fir, ye perceiue, 
For all your kinde offer, (he will not you receiue. 
JR. JRogjSter. Then a flrawe for hir, and a flrawe foi 
hir againe. 
She (hall not be my wife, woulde fhe neuer fo faine, 
No and though Ihe would be at ten thoufand pounde 
cofl. [ye haue loft. 

|tt. itterg. Lo dame, ye may fee what an hu£bande 
(I. ^tijstance. Yea, no force, a iewell muche better 

lofl than founde. 
|tt. Jtterg. Ah, ye will not beleue how this doth my 
heait wounde. 
How Ihoulde a mariage betwene you be towarde, 
If both parties drawe backe, and become fo frowarde. 
JR. JRogjSter. Nay dame, I will fire thee out of thy 
houfe. 
And deflroy thee and all thine, and that by and by. 
I. jtterg. Nay for the paffion of God fir, do not fo. 
I. ^ogjSter. Yes, except flie will fay yea to that (he 
fayde no. 

€). GItXjitarice. And what, be there no officers trow 
we, in towne 
To checke idle loytrers, braggyng vp and downe ? 
Where be they, by whome vacabunds fhoulde be re- 

prefl? 
That poore fillie Widowes might Hue in peace and reft. 
Shall I neuer ridde thee out of my companie ? 
/ will call forhelpe, what houg\\, com^ toix^cvTm^^xa^ 
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SCntpenu. Anon. AVhat is your will miftreffe ? dyd 
ye call me ? [may be, 

6. Cni^tance. Yea, go nmne apace, and as fail as 
Pray Triflram Trudy, my mofte affured frende, 
To be here by and by, that he may me defende. 
STntpente. That meffage fo quickly fhall be done by 
Gods grace. 
That at my retume ye fhall fay, I went apace. Exeat 
C CttjStance. Then Ihall we fee I trowe, whether ye 

Ihall do me harme, 
JR.. |^08)$ter. Yes in faith Kitte, I fhall thee and 
thine fo charme, 
That all women incarnate by thee may beware. 
C. Ctxjstance. Nay, as for charming me, come hither 
if thou dare, [traine, 

I (hall doute thee tyll thou flinke, both thee and thy 
And coyle thee mine owne handes, and fende thee 
home againe. [me threaten ? 

%• JRojjSter. Yea fayfl thou me that dame? dofl thou 
Goe we, I flill fee whether I fhall be beaten. 
fti. Ifterg. Nay for the paifhe of God, let me now 
treate peace. 
For bloudfhed will there be in cafe this flrife increace. 
Ah good dame Cuflance, take better way with you. 
C (Sttjittance. Let him do his worfl. 
fltt. fBittQ- Yeld in time. 
ft. ^ositter. Come hence thou. 

Exeant Roijler et Mery, 

Actus, iiij. Scaena iiij. 

(!ri)rt)$ttan (S^niedance. ^not %\^i^tt. 
^Ibet ST. jn. |nnmbUcru!e(t 

<(. dttjittance. BB9S|0 ^ii^^> i^ ^ fhould not with 

hym take this way, 
I fhould not be ridde 
of him I thinke till 
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I will call forth my folkes, that without any mockes 
If he come agayne we may giue him rappes and knockes. 
Mage Mumblecruft, come forth, and Tibet Talke apace. 
Yea and come forth too, miftreffe Annot Alyface. 
^nnot ^Ig. I come. 
STtbet. And I am here. 
fSi. JUnmb. And I am here too at length. 
®. €tt)e(tance. Like warriers if nede bee, ye mud 
fhew your (Irength 
The man that this day hath thus begiled you, 
Is Ralph Roifter Doifler, whome ye know well mowe, 
The mode loute and daflarde that euer on grounde 
trode. [abrode. 

STib. STalh. I fee all folke mocke hym when he goth 
€). ®tt)e(tance. What pretie maide? will ye talke 

when I fpeake? 
Sib. STalh. No forfooth good miflrelTe. 
d. (S^uiedance. Will ye my tale breake ? 
He threatneth to come hither with all his force to fight, 
I charge you if he come, on him with all your might. 
|tt. jnnmbL I with my diflaffe will reache hym one 

rappe, 
SCib. STalh. And I with my newe broome will fweepe 
hym one fwappe, 
And then with our greate clubbe I will reache hym one 
rappe. 
|ltt. ^liface. And I with our ikimmer will fling him 

one flappe. 
Sib. Salh. Then Trupenies fireforke will him 
Ihrewdly fray. 
And you with the fpitte may driue him quite away. 
(J. (S^ttjE^tance. Go make all ready, that it may be 

een fo. 
SCib. Salk. For my parte I (hrewe them that lad about 
it go. Extant, 
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Actus, iiij. Scsena v. 

<II)rij(lt«n dnstaiiK, ©rnptnit. Sristram ilriijdi;. 

1 to runne a great pace, 
My friend Triftram Tnifty 

to fet into tliis place. 
Indeedehedwellethhence 
a good llert I confeffe; 
But yet a quicke meffanger might twice fince as I geffe, 
Haue gone and come agaiiie. Ah yond I fpie him now. 
S^ntptng. Ye are a flow goer fir, I make God auow. 
My miftreffe Cutlance will in me put all the blame. 
Your leggs be longer than myne : come apace for (hame. 
fit. (Ciujjlttncc. I can thee thanke Trupenie, thou haft 
done right wele. [on my hele, 

STtUptnji. Maiflreffefmce Iwent nograife hath growne 
But raaifter Triftram Truilie here maketh no fpecde. 
d. dnjitantt. That he came at ail I thanke him in 
very deede, 
For now haue I needc of the helpc of fome wife man. 
S- SniBtH- Then may I be gone againe, for none 
fuch I [a]m. [man 

3Cni|itntt. Ye may bee by your going : for no Alder- 
Can goe I dare fay, a fadder pace than ye can, 

ffl. fflttStaute. Trupenie get thee in, thou fliaJt among 
them knowe, 
How to vfe thy felfe, like a propre man I trowe, 
Sraptnji. I go. Ex. [much, 

d. S£u5llanct. Now Triilram Trufty I thank you right 
For at my firft fending to lome ye neuet grutch. 
®. SCcuAtjj. Dame Cuflance God ye faue, and while 
my life fliall laft, [wait 

For my friende Goodlucks fake ye Ihall not fende in 
d> fflnstantf. He fhal giue you thanks. 
S. Srustji. I \vill do much for his fake 
0. lEitSttince. But alack, I feare, great dif^>lea&ice 
Qall be take. 
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ST. SrujStg. Wherfore ? 

(I. Clttjitettte. For a foolifli matter. 

®. SnijStg. What is your caufe [dawes. 

CI. (Kttjstance. I am yll accombred with a couple of 

®. STntjits. Nayweepe not woman: but tell me what 
your caufe is 
As concerning my friende is any thing amilTe ? 

C CnjStance. No not on my part : but here was Sym 
Sure£by. 

®. %V0ilXit, He was with me and told me fa 

®. CttjStattte. And he (loode by 
While Ralph Roifler Doifler with helpe of Merygreeke. 
For promife of manage dyd vnto me feeke. 

®. STnijStg. And had ye made any ; romife before them 
twaine, [flaine, 

GI. (S)u)e(tance. No I had ratlier be tome in pieces and 
No man hath my faith and irouth, but Gawyn Good- 

lucke, 
And that before Surefby dyd I fay, and there (lucke, 
But of certaine letters there Avere fuche words fpoken. 

S. Sntjjtie. He tolde me that too. 

(I. (IttjStance. And of a ring and token. 
That Surefby I fpied, dyd more than halfe fufpect. 
That I my faith to Gawyn Goodlucke dyd reiect 

2C. Srusl|^. But there was no fuch matter dame Cus- 
tance in deede? 

d. GlujStance. If euer my head thought it, God fende 
me yll fpeede. 
Wherfore I befeech you, with me to be a witneffe, 
That in all my lyfe I neuer intended thing leffe, 
And what a brainficke foole Ralph Roifler Doifler is. 
Your felfe know well enough. 

2C. SrujJtB. Ye fay full true ywis. C^^Pply* 

®. (S^uie^tance. Bicaufe to bee his wife I negraunt nor 
Hither will he com he fweareth by and by, [houfe flat. 
To kill both me and myne, and beate downe my 
Therfore I pray your aide. 

®. S'rujJtic. I warrant you that 

dL* CTttjBltence. Haue I fo many yeres liued a fobre life, 
And fJiewed my felfe honed, xoLayd^jmdQw^^^xA^wjl't 
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And nowe to be abufed in fuch a vile forte, 

Ye fee howe poore Widowes lyue all voyde of comfort. 

®. S^rni^tg. I warrant hym do you no harme nor 
wrong at all. [mofl appall, 

(I. Ctti^tance. No, but Mathew Merygreeke doth me 

That he woulde ioyne hym felfe with fuche a wretched 

loute. [doubte, 

®. SnwJtg. He doth it for a iell I knowe hym out of 
And here cometh Merygreke. 

d. dujittance. Then (hal we here his mind. 




Actus, iiij. Scaena. vj. 

Jtterggreke. ei:i)rijstian Cujitattte. Srwt. Srujitg, 

fH. Itteq;. |^^^B|Uflance and TruRie both, I 

doe you here well finde. 
®. (Ittjitattce. Ah Mathew 
Merygreeke, ye haue vfed 
me well. 

|tt. Itterg. Nowe for altogether ye mufl your 
anfwere tell. 
Will ye haue this man, woman ? or elfe will ye not ? 
Elfe will he come neuer bore fo brymme nor toil fo hot 
STrut. anb GItx. But why ioyn ye with him. 
®. STntjStj;. For mirth. 

(I. dttjJtante. Or elfe in fadneffe [mater geffe. 

fti. Ifters. The more. fond of you both hardly yat 
Sruttram. Lo how fay ye dame ? 
|tt. |tteru. ^hy do ye thinke dame Cuflance 
That in this wowyng I haue ment ought but pn (lance? 
d. (STtti^tance. Much things ye fpake, I'wote, to 

maintaine his dotage. 
|tt. |ttrts. But well might ye iudge I fpake it all 
in mockage ? 
For why ? Is Roifter Doifter a fvUe VwAWxA iot ^<^>aL\ 
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%, %xxilX^. I dare fay ye neuer thought it 

|tt. Ifteq;. No to God I vow. 
And dyd not I knowe afore of the infurance 
Betweene Gawyn Goodlucke, and Chrillian Cuflance ? 
And dyd not I for the nonce, by my conueyance, 
Reade his letter in a wrong fenfe for daliance ? 
That if you coulde haue take it vp at the firfl bounde, 
We (hould therat fuch a fporte and pallime haue 

founde, 
That all the whole towne Ihould haue ben the merier. 

C. (Itijjtance. Ill ake your heades both, I was neuer 
werier, 
Nor neuer more vexte fmce the firfl day I was borne. 

S. Sntjitg. But very well I wifl he here did all in 
fcome. 

d. dttrtance. But I feared therof to take difhoneflie. 

fH, |tterg. This fhould both haue made fport, and 

fhewed your honeflie [low. 

And Goodlucke I dare fweare, your witte therin would 

2C. Srujitg. Yea, being no worfe than we know it 
to be now. [come to him, 

|tt. |ttcrg. And nothing yet to late, for when I 
Hither will he repaire with a fheepes looke full grim, 
By plaine force and violence to driue you to yelde. 

GI. CTuje^tance. If ye two bidde me, we will with him 
I and my maides together. [pitche a fielde, 

|tt. itterg. Let vs fee, be bolde. 

C CujStance. Ye ihall fee womens warre. 

St. STnxjStg. That fight wil I behold. brim, 

|tt. Ittcrg. If occafion ferue, takyng his parte full 
I will ftrike at you, but the rappe Ihall light on hinL 
When we firfl appeare. 

€). Gitijstante. Then will I runne away 
As though I were afeard. 

®. STntjitg. Do you that part wel play 
And I will fue for peace. 

|tt. |tterj|. And I wil fet him on. 
Then will he looke as fierce as a Cotffold lyon. 

S. SrajStg. But when gofl thou for him ? 
iE. fitttji. That do I very now^ 



<S.. altistantc. Ye flial find vs here. 

ffl, jitcrjj. Wei god liaue mercy on you. £x, 

j S. SniBtj. There is no caufe of feare, the leafl boy 
' in the ilreete : [him take his feete. 

CI. GlnjlUnK. Nay, the leaft girle I haue, will make 
I But hearke, me thinke tliey make preparation. 

S. StHStg- No force, it will be a good recreation. 

ffl. iZDujttance. I will fland within, and fleppe forth 
I fpeedily. 

And fo make as though I ranne away dreadfully. 

Actus, iiij. Scsena. vij. 

|R. JtojiBttr. Jtt. IttttjggrtekE. ffl. ffiujitance. 

p. pDngl)tte. l^ar^iASE. Srislram SCrnitt];. 

%. JKoBStci"- K°HWS|Owefirs,keepe your ray, and 

fee your heartes befl-oute, 

But where be thefe caitifea, 

me think they dare not 

route, [fay? 

How fayft thou Merygreeke ? What doth Kit Cullance 

f. ffltt^. I am loth to tell you. 
JRoaSter, Tufhe fpeake man, yea or nay ? [I can. 
JH. Jficr^. Forroothfir,Ihauefpokenforyouall that 
But if ye winne hir, ye mull een play the man, 
Een to fight it out, ye muil a mans heart take. 
|&. IKoaister. Ves, they (hall know, and thou knowell 
1 haue 3 (lomacke. [man had. 

[fB. Itttr^.J A[lomacke(quod you)yea,asgood as ere 
%,. ?R033»ItC. I trowe they (halt finde and feele that 
I am a lad. [meate as well, 

f(l. jStt^. By this croffe I haue feene you eate your 
As any that ere I haue feene of or heard tell, 
A Ilomacke quoil you ? he that will that denie 
I know was neuer at dynner in your companie. 
Jl. ^ogsltr. Nay, the Ilonuckc of a man it is thai 
I meanc. [I weene. 

(R- Jtttni. Nay the (lomacke of a horfe or a dogge 
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|S.. ^os^e^ter. Nay a mans flomacke with a weapon 
meane I. [fpoone in a pie. 

\, Jftetp. Ten men can fcarce match you with a 
I. ^ogJEJter. Nay the flomake of a man to trie in 
flrife. [in my lyfe. 

Jtt. itters. I neuer fawe your flomacke cloyed yet 
%" |Rogj5ter. Tuflie I meane in flrife or fighting 
to trie. [angry. 

|tt. Jfterg. We fhall fee how ye will flrike nowe being 
fl. ^ogjJter. Haue at thy pate then, and faue thy 
head if thou may. '[this day, 

III. Jfter^. Nay then haue at your pate agayne by 
S" IRogjESer. Nay thou mayfl not flrike at me againe 
in no wife. [warrant! fe : 

|tt. Jlflerg. I can not in fight make to you fuche 
But as for your foes here let them the bargaine bie. 
|R. IRogjiter. Nay as for they, fhall euery mothers 
childe die. 
And in this my fume a little thing might make me, 
To beate downe houfe and all, and elfe the deuill take 
me. 
|tt. Jtterg. If I were as ye be, by gogs deare mother, 
1 woulde not leaue one flone vpon an other. 
Though fhe woulde redeeme it with twentie thoufand 
poundes. 
Jl. I&osie^ter. It fhall be euen fo, by his lily woundes. 
|tt. |1flerg. Bee not at one with hir vpon anyamendes. 
jL floQietter. No though fhe make to me neuer fo 
many frendes. 
Nor if all the worlde for hir woulde vndertake. 
No not God hymfelfe neither, fhal not hir peace make, 
On therfore, marche forwarde, foft, flay a whyle yet 
|tt. Jtter^. On. 
|l. IBoBJSter. Tary. 
|tt. Jtterg. Forth. 
%. JRo^iB^ter. Back. 
|tt. Itterj). On. 

|S. ^Ro^jiter. Soft. Now forward fet. [alas, alas. 
d. fflttjStance. What bufirieffe haue we here? oat 
R. glo^fftet. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 
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Dydfl thou fee that Merygreeke? howafrayde (he was? 
Dydfl thou fee how (he fledde apace out of my fight ? 
A.h good fweete Cuftance I pitie hir by this light. 

|fi. |net5. That tender heart of yours wyll marre 
altogedier, 
Thus will ye be turned with waggyng of a fether. 

ft. I^ietter. On firs, keepe your ray. 

A. Iftet];. On forth, while liiis geare is hot 

|L |Ro5!e(ter. Soft, the Armes of Caleys, I haue one 

flt. fttt^S' ^Vhat lacke we now ? [thing forgot. 

fl. fjHo^fiUx. Retire, or elfe we be all flain. 

ft. ffitts- Backe for the paflie of God, backe firs, 
What is the great mater ? [backe againe. 

ft. Itogj^ter. This haflie forth goyng • 

Had almofl brought vs all to vtter vndoing, 
It made me forget a thing mod neceflarie. [Marie. 

At. ffiets. Well remembred of a captaine by fainct 

%- ^U^ter. It is a thing mufl be had. 

f. jBttetB. I-.et vs haue it then. 
PoujJter. But I wote not where nor how. 

ffi. fUttS' Then wote not I when. 
But wluit is it ? 

ft. JBiogfiUx. Of a chiefe thing I am to feeke. [a weke. 

fk. fUttS' Tut fo will ye be, when ye haue fludied 
But tell me what it is ? 

|t. I^gitter. I lacke yet an hedpiece. [to grece, 

ft. fttt^. The kitchen collocauit, the bell hennes 
Runne, fet it Dobinet, and come at once withall, 
And biyng with thee my potgunne, hangyng by the 

wall, 
I haue feene your head with it full many a tyme, 
Couered as fafe as it had bene with a Ikrine : 
And I warrant it faue your head from any flroke, 
Except pcrchaunce to be amafed with the fmoke : 
I warrant your head therwith, except for the mill, 
As fefe as if it were fafl locked vp in a chid : 
And loe here our Dobinet commeth with it nowe. 

JB. pougi). Itwillcouermetothelhoulderswellinow. 

|n. §tns. Let me fee it on. 
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|R. lios^e^ter. In fayth it doth metely well, [mufl vs tell 
fi,, IKerg. There can be no fitter thing. Now ye 
What to do. 
JR. lElosietter. Nowforthinrayfirs,andfloppenomore. 
f^. ffitv^' Now fainct George to borow, Drum 

dubbe a dubbe afore. 
®. SrujJtg. What meane you to do fir, committe 
manflaughter. [laughter. 

|R. |[logjSter. To kyll fortie fiich, is a matter of 
®. S^rujettg. And who is it fir, whome ye intende 
thus to fpill ? [againft iny will. 

^. Xos^e^Ur. Foolilhe Cuflance here forceth me 
3^. %xxi%\^* And is there no meane your extreme 
wrath to flake. 
She fliall fome amendes vnto your good maftiyp make. 
^os)s^ter. I will none amendes. 
Snustg. Is hir offence fo fore ? 
|K. Jfterj}. And he were a loute flie coulde haue 
done no more. 
She hath calde him foole, and dreffed him like a foole. 
Mocked him lyke a foole, vfed him like a foole. 
S. Smj^tg. Well yet the Sheriflfe, the luftice, or 
Conflable, 
Hir mifdemeanour to puniflie might be able. 
JR. JRosie^ter. No fir, I mine owne felfe will in this 
prefent caufe, 
Be Sheriffe, and luflice, and whole ludge of the lawes, 
This matter to amende, all officers be I fhall^ 
'Conflable, BailifFe, Sergeant 
|n. Jfterj}. And hangman and all. [a man. 

®. Sntietts. Yet a noble courage, and the hearte of 
Should more honour winne by bearyng with a woman. 
Theifore take the lawe, and lette hir aunfwere therto. 
H. llo2JE^ter. Merygreeke, the befl way were euen fo 
to do. 
What honour Ihould it be with a woman to fight ? 
|tt. IKerj. And what then, will ye thus forgo and 

l^e your right ? 
IB* IB^S^ter. Nay, I will take the lawe on hir with- 
quten grace. 
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.f. ^mst]}. Or yf your mafhyp coulde pardon this 
I pray you forgiue hir. [one trefpace. 

Jl JKoHSttr. Hoh ? 

|tt. jfttis- Tuihe tuihe fir do not. 
Be good maifler to hir. 

%. laoBJiter. Hoh ? 

|tt. fSi-trs.. Tu(h I fay do not. 
And what ftiall your people here returne (Ireight home? 

ST. SmStie. Yea, leuie the campe firs, and hence 
againe eche one, [call, 

JR. ^ojjster. But be flill in readineffe if I happe to 
I can not tell what fodaine chaunce may befaU. 

Jtt. ItttrB- Do not off your hamefle Gis I you aduife. 
At the kail for this fortnight in no maner wife, 
Perchaunce in an houre when all ye thinke lead. 
Our maillers appetite to fight will be belt. 
But foft, ere ye go, haue once at Cullance houfe. 

3K. JKojjBttr. Soft, what wilt thou do ? 

Jtt. jlttt^. Once difcliarge my harqueboufe [goon. 
And for my heartes eafe, haue once more with my pot- 

Jt. JKoBSter. Holde thy handes elfe is all our pnrpofe 
cleaoe fordoone. 

fil.Jptt(C]3, And it cod me my life. 

|l. ^ogster. I fay thou fhalt not. [with haile fiioL 

jtt. itttrg. By the matte but I will. Haue once more 
I will haue fome penyworth, I will not leefe all 

rectus, iiij. Scsena. viij. 
ftt(tS8«ekt. <&.. aliistanK. |L ^oiister. STib. S. 
^n. JS-lgfate. Jtt. Ittnmbltcnijit Srupmit, 
Pobintt pought"' 'S^rpai. Two 
drummss with Iheir Enfignes. 

Iljt caitifes are thofe that 

fo ihake my houfe wall? 

itt. Itterfi. Ah firrha now 

L'uftancc if ye had fo 
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I woulde fee you alke pardon, and your felues fubmit 
C. (JTuiettance. Haue I flill this adoe with a couple 

of fooles ? 
|tt. Ifteri;. Here ye what, ihe faith ? 
(ST. CttjStance. Maidens come forth with your tooles. 
|R. Itogjster. In a ray. 
[. ^er^. Dubba dub furha. 
^BJJter. In a ray. 
They come fodainly on vs. 
fK. fKerg. Dubbadub. 
SI. ^ogjJter. In a ray. 
That euer I was borne, we are taken tardie. 
|tt. |fter;s. Now furs, quite our felues Hke tall men 

and hardie. 
C. dttjJtance. On afore Truepenie> holde thyne owne 
Annot, 
On towarde them Tibet, for fcape vs they can not 
Come forth Madge Mumblecrufl, fo (lande fall togither. 
|tt. Ilter^. God fende vs a faire day. 
Jl. Sloj))$ter. See they marche on hither. 
®ib. STalk. But miftreffe. 
d. dttjStance. What fayfl you ? 
STib. Shall I go fet our goofe ? 
^. dttjstance. What to do ? 
STib. To yonder Captain I will tume hir loofe 
And (he gape and hiffe at him, as (he doth at me, • 
I durft ieoparde my hande (he wyll make him flee* 
€. dttjStance. On forward. 
%: IRoBJSter. They conu 
Jtt^l^- Stand. 
JRo^jSter. Hold. 
;. |1flerg. Kepe 

5fe<>fi^t^^- There. 
|tt. Ilflerg. Strike. 
^. Jogjster. Take heede. 
C. ^U)$tance. Wei fayd Truepeny. 
Srupeng. Ah whoorefons. 
C. dttjitance. Wei don in deede 
Jtt. Jtttrg. Hold thine owne Harpax^ downe with 
them Dobinet. 
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(J. dtrjJtance. Now Madge, there Antiot : now llicke 
them Tibet. [knaue. 

®ib. S^alk. All my chiefe quarell is to this fame littk 
That begyled me lafl day, nothyng (hall him faue. 
p. P^^Ob* Downe with this litle queane, that hath 
at me fuch fpite, 
Saue you from hir maifler, it is a very fprite. 

d, (JTuiettance. I my felfe will mounfire graunde 

captaine vndertake, 
JR. I^OSietter. They win grounde. 
fltt. ^er^. Saue your felfe fir, for gods fake. 
|S,. |Ro2l<ter. Out, alas, I am flaine, helpe. 

f. f^rg. Saue your felf. 
JRogjSter. Alas. 

\, |Ker^. Nay then, haue at you miftrefle, 
I. JRogrter. Thou hittefl me, alas. 
|tt. Ifterg. I wil flrike at Cuflance here; 
Jl. Jogrter. Thou hittefl me. 
|tt- Ittera. So I wil. 
Nay miflrefl'e Cuflance. 

^ |ios)$ter. Alas, thou hittefl me flill. 
Hold. 

;. |fter;s. Saue your felf fir. 
,. ^ogietter. Help, out alas I am flain 
|tt. |tterg. Truce, hold your hands, truce for a 
piflTing while or twaine : 
Nay how fay you Cuflance, for fauing of your life. 
Will ye yelde and graunt to be this gentmans wife ? 
(J. dttj^tance. Ye tolde me he loucd me, call ye this 

loue? 
|ft. jftets. He loued a while euen like a turtle doue. 
(J. d^ttiettance. Gay loue God faue it, fo foonc hotte, 

fo foone colde, 
|ft. Jfters. I am fory lor you : he could loue you 

yet fo he coulde. 
ft. JRogitter. Nay by cocks precious fhe fhall be 
none of mine. 

£. Ittera. Why fo i [kine. 

%js^%\tx. Come away, by the mall^ <!\^ >& \waxv 
a aduenture the loflfe of my t\^\v\.\v2lxv^<i. 
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If (hee dyd ilot flee hir other hufl^ande : 
And fee if flie prepare not againe to fight. 
|tt. Ifterg. What then ? lainct George to borow, our 

Ladies knight 
|R. ^ogjiter. Slee elfe whom flie will, by gog (he 
fliall not flee mee. 

• Itt^^TS- How then ? 

I. JRogjiter. Rather than to be flaine, I will flee, 
d. ^xaiXmit, Too it againe, my knightefles, downe 

with them all. 
|[l. |KoS!e(ter. Away, away, away, flie will elfe kyll 

vs all. 
jn. Jfterg. Nay (licke to it, like an hardie man and 

a tall. 
ft. |Kogj5ter. Oh bones, thou hittefl. me. Away, or 

elfe die we fliall. 
|tt. Jtterg. Away for the paflie of our fweete Lord 

lefus Chrift. 
d. (STttiettance. Away loute and lubber, or I fliall be 

thy pried. Exeaiit otn. 

So this fielde is ours we haue driuen them all away. 
®ib S^alk. Thankes to God miflrefle, ye haue had 

a faire day. 
d. €^ui$tance. Well nowe goe ye in, and make your 

felfe fome good cheere. 
Omnes pariter. We goe. 
®. %XX(,$\. Ah fir, what a field we haue had heere. 
d. (fTttiStance. Friend Trifl^ram, I pray you be a 

witneffe with me. 
8C. S^ruiSt^. Dame Cuflance, I fliall depofe for your 

honeflie. 
And nowe fare ye well, except fome thing elfe ye 

wolde. 
(tt. CTttiettance. Not now, but when I nede to fende I 

will be bolde. Exeat 

E thanke you for thefe paines. And now I wyll get 

me in, 
Now J^oiAer Doifter will no more wowyng begin. Ex. 
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^^L Actus. V. Scsna j. 

^^^P diaTDsn liSooblncltc. ^jim ^urtfibjj. 

r H^^^CHB^™ Suren>y my tnidie man, nr.ice 
^^^^n^^H aduife thee well, 
^H^HbH^ And fee that no falfe furmlfes thou 

Was there fuch adoe about Cuf 

tance of a truth ? 
^iin- Jftnte. To reporte that I 
hearde and fawe, to me is ruth, 
But both my duelie and name and propretie, 
Wameth me to you to (hewe fidehtie. 
It may be well enough, and I wyfhe it fo to be, 
She may hir felfe difcharge and trie hir honeilie. 
Yet their clayme to hir me thought was very large, 
For with letters rings and tokens, they dyd hir charge. 
\Vhich when I hearde and fawe I would none to you 
bring. Jthing. 

ffi. @ooil[. No, by fainct Marie, I allowe thee m that 
Ah firra, nowe I fee truthe in the prouerbe olde, 
All things that Ihinetii is not by and by pure golde, 
If any doe lyue a woman of honeflie, 
I would haue fwome Chriftian Cudance had bene Ihee. 
#iin #»re. Sir, tliough I to you be a feruant true 
andiuft. 
Yet doe not ye therfore your faithful! fjjoiife myilruft. 
But examine the matter, and if ye fhall it finde, 
qTo be all well, be not ye for my wordes vnkinde. 
k <S. ^OODL I Ihall do that is right, and as I fee 
caufe why. 
t here commeth Cuflance forth, we (hal know bj 
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Actus. V. Scaena. ij. 

€^. €^U)$tance. iBSSOf Come forth to fee and 

hearken for newes good, 
For about this houre is 
the tyme of likelyhood, 
That Gawyn Goodlucke 
by the fayingsof Surefby, 
Would be at home, and lo yond I fee hym I. 
What Gawyn Goodlucke, the onely hope of my life, 
Welcome home, and kyffe me your true efpoufed wife. 
(Sa. CHooft. Nay foft dame Cuflance, I mufl firfl by 
your licence, 
See whether all things be cleere in your confcience, 
I heare of your doings to me very llraunge, 
d. €^tt5(tance. What feare ye ? that my faith towardes 
you fhould chaunge ? [entangled. 

CHa. Cliooll. I mufl needes miflrufl ye be elfewhere 
For I heare that certaine men with you haue wrangled 
About the promife of mariage by you to them made, 
ffl. €^tti$tance. Coulde any mans reporte your minde 
therein perfuade? [to flande cleere, 

CHa. (Soob. Well, ye mud therin declare your felfe 
Elfe I and you dame Cuflance may not ioyne this yere 
d. CTui^tance. Then woulde I were dead, and faire 
layd in my graue, 
Ah Surefby, is this the honeflie that ye haue ? 
To hurt me with your report, not knowyng the thing, 
^im ^ure. If ye be honefl my wordes can hurte 
you nothing. 
But what I hearde and fawe, I might not but report, 
d. €^U)e(tance. Ah Lorde, helpe poore widowes, delli- 
tute of comfort. [paflance. 

Tnily mofl deare fpoufe, nought was done bat for 
t (K. (Saoll. But fuch kynde of fporting is homely daliance. 
d. €^tti$tance. If ye knewe the trutlie, ye would take 
all in good parte. ^vtv that arte. 

0ta. ^aoh. By your l^?iu^ I am ivot \v?M^^€d ^^^ 
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(I. dnjitmirt. It ivas none but Roifler Doiiler that 
foolifhe mome. [fcufe than none. 

ffia. (EooO. Yea Cuaance, better (they fay) a badde 

(I. dnStance. Why Trilli-am Truaie fit, your tnie 
and faithfiill frende, 
Was priuie bothe to the beginning and the ende. 
I^t him be the ludge, and for me teilifie. [verifie, 

(Sa. dioDh. I will the more credite that he (hail 
And bicaufe I will the truthe know eeti as it is, 
I will lo him my felfe, and know all witlioiit miffe. 
Come on Sym Surefby, that before my friend thou may 
Auoiich the fame ivordes, which thou dydfl to me fay. 

Actus. V. Scfena. iij. 

It Custanrr. 

Dide, howe oeceflarie it 

is nowe of dayes, 
hat eche bodie liue 
vprightly all maner 
wayes, 

For lette neuer fo little a ga|)pe be open. 
And be fure of this, the woril fliali be fpoken 
Howe innocent ftande I in this for deede or thought ? 
And yet fee what raiflruH towardes me it hath wrought 
But thou Lorde knowefl all folkes thoughts and eke 
And thou arte the deliuerer of all innocentes. [intents 
Thou didft helpe the aduoutreffe that the might be 

amended. 
Much more then helpe Lorde, that neuer yll intended. 
Thou didft helpe Sufanna, wrongfully accufed, 
And no leffe dofl. thou fee Lorde, how i am now abufed, 
Thou didft helpe ffijla; when ftie fliould haue died, 
Helpe alfo good Lorde, that my truth may be tried. 
Yet if Gawin Goodlucke with Triftram Tnifty fpeakc, 
I truft of yll report the force (hall be but weake. 
And loe yond they come fadly tatking io?,vtheT, 
I wyll ahjd^^ndaotilltinke fol theu c 
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Actus. V. Scaena. iiij. 

Ct. (Sustante. ^gnt Surtsbj;. 

6a- ffiooQ. Rrm^i^*^ ^^^^ " "°"^ '^'^^^ '^^ 

ye to me reporte ? 

iirrtsttam. No, and here 

were ye wilhed to haue 

feene the fporle. 

(S>ji- iSooi). Woulde I had, ratlier than halfe of that 

in -ayy piirfe. [was no wurfe, 

J6im Sttte. And I doe muche reiojrce the matter 

And like as to open it, I was to you faithful!, 

So of dame Cullance honed truth I am ioyfulL 

For God forfende ihal I (houlde hurt hir by faKe 

reporte. [comforte, 

ffia. ®oob. Well, I will no longer holde hir in dif- 

ffl. elti»tan«. Nowe come they hitherwarde, I trull 

all (hall be well. [nor tongue tell, 

ffia. ffiootl. SweeteCuftanceneitlierheartcanthinke 

Howe much I ioy in your conftant fidelitie. 

Come nowe kiffe me the pearle of perfect honeftie. 

(I. iSn^tAnct. God lette me no longer to continue 

in lyfe, 

Than I ftiall towardes you continue a true wyfe. 

®a. ^oolll. Well now to make you for this fome 

parte of amendes, 

I (hall defire firfl you, and then fuche of our frendcs, 

As (hall to you feeme bed, to fuppe at home with me. 

Where at your fought fielde we (hall laugh and metybe. 

#im iftnrt. And millreffe I be(eech you, take with 

me no greefe, 

I did a true mans part, not wifhyng you repreefe. 

<£>■ SuKtann. Though haflie reportes through f 

mifes growyiig, 

Mayofpooie innocentes be vtter ouerthrowyng, 

Vet bicaufc to thy maiiler thou haft a ivue hart, [party 

And I know mine owne tnrth. 1 iciigiat ftvtt lot is 
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e all to my houft, and of this geare 



^62. diDotll. Gow 
no more, 
e prepare all tilings Sym Surefby, hence, runne afore. 
J^m ^ure. I goe. Ex. 

■^ iSootl. But who commeth yond, M. Merygreeke? 
;, C^njltitnct. Roifler Doiflers champion, I flirewe 
his bed cheeke. [hym too. 

'BE- Sntjitg. Roifler Doiller felfe yourwoweris with 
Surely fome thing there is with vs they liaue to doe. 

Actus. V. Scsena v. 

|R. JttttgflCMkt. Jtftlj)!) Roister, ffiaroiju ffioolilttrlit. 

SjCnstram Sl^rustic. C CTufitann. 
; JStrs. ff^^SOnd I fee Gawyn Goodlucke, 
to whome lyelh my mes- 
fage, 
\ I will firft falute him after his 
long voyage, 
d then make all thing well concerning your behalfe, 
1. ^0£gttc. Vea for the pafhe of God. 
t. jttica. Hence out of fight ye calfe, 
B I haue fpoke with them, and then I will you fet, 
1. $aj!)Sttr. In Gods name. 

,1. jfttru- What mailer Gawin Goodluck wel met 
9 from your long voyage I bid you right welcome 
jKtt. CSodI). I thanke you. [home. 

[, JBtr^. I come to you from an honefl monie. 
S. ®00l). Who is that? 
t. jRttS. Itoilier Doifler that doughtie kite. 
b (fajttsnrt. Fye, I can fcarce abide ye Ihoulde his 
name recite. [all pall, 

.[, fitfcs,. Ve mufl take hira to fauour, and pardon 
Heareth of your retume, and is full yll agafl. 

V tfioatP. I am lyght well content he haue with 

^VS fome chere. [be there. 

\ flofttanct. Fye vpon him beafl, then wyll not I 

. (Snob. Why Cullance do ye hate hyin more 

in/eJouenie? 
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d. ditjStattce. But for your mynde fir, where he were 
would I not be ? 

®. SntjJtB. He woulde make vs al laugh. 

m. Jtterg. Ye nere had better fport [vs refort. 

(6a. dSooS. I pray you fweete Cuflance, let him to 

d. CTujStance. To your will I affent. 

^. Jfter^. Why, fuche a foole it is, 
As no man for good paflime would forgoe or mifife. 

ft. (600I1I. Fet him to go wyth vs. 

fjH, f^tt^. He will be a glad man. Ex. 

®. Sraietts. We mufl to make vs mirth, maintaine 
hym all we can. 
And loe yond he commeth and Merygreeke with him. 

d. (JTui^tance. At his firfl entrance ye Ihall fee I wyll 
him trim. 
But firfl letvs hearken the gentlemanswife talke. [flalke. 

®. %V0i$\'^. I pray you marke if euer ye fawe crane fo 

Actus. V- Scaena vj. 

|l. ^i)$ter. |ft. Itter^greeke. (S:. (iTujitance. (g 
dooblttcke. S^. S^ruittte. 9. poug^tie. H^rpas. 

|K. |Ko|3itter. IBfl!^r3^y ^ ^^^^ ^^ bolde ? 

^. llter^. I warrant you 

on my worde, 
They fay they (hall be ficke, 
but ye be at theyr borde. 
|R. |Kos!e(ter. Thei wer not angry then. 
Jft. Jftetig. Yes at firfl, and made flrange 
But when I fayd your anger to fauour fhoulde change, 
And therewith had commended you accordingly, 
They were all in loue with your mafhyp by and by. 
And cried you mercy that they had done you wrong. 
Jl. |Kos!e(ter. For why, no man, woman, nor childe 
can hate me long. [one day, 

|tt. Ifterj}. We feare (quod they) he will be auenged 
Then for a peny giue all our Hues we may. 
^ ^S^Uv. Sayd they fo in deede. 
J^' filers- Did they ? yea, euetv ml\v oxv^ ncsvc^ 
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He will forgiue all (quod I) Oh how they did reioyce. 

% |Ko|2!e(ter. Ha, ha, ha. [good moode, 

fti. ftitXTSt' ^^^ ^^^^^ ^y"^ (^^y they) while he is in 
For haue his anger who lufl, we will not by the Roodc. 

|R. |io|2i(ter. I pray God that it be all true, that thou 
And that (he fight no more. [had me tolde, 

|ft. IKetj. I warrant you, be bolde 
Too them, and falute them. 

ft. JBj^^%itx. Sirs, I greete you all well 
Otnnes, Your maiflerfhip is welcom. 

d. (JTuiettance. Sauyng my quarell. 
For fure I will put you vp into the Efchequer. 

|tt. Iltets. Why fo ? better nay : Wherfore ? 

fit. C^ttiettance. For an vfurer. 

S* fiogj^ter. I am no vfurer good miflreffe by his 
armes. [mans harmes ? 

|tt. Jttern. When tooke he gaine of money to any 

ffi. (Quittance. Yes, a fowle vfurer he is, ye (hall 
fee els. ' [no mo quarels ? 

JR. Xo|2!e(ter. Didft not thou promife (he would pickc 

d. Stt^tance. He will lende no blowes, but he hauc 
in recompence 
Fiftene for one, whiche is to muche of confcience. 

JR. JRogietter. Ah dame, by the auncient lawe ol 
armes, a man 
Hath no honour to foile his handes on a woman. 

d. dTu^tance^ And where other vfurers take their 
gaines yerely. 
This man is angry but he haue his by and by. 

(Sa. (Soobl. Sir, doe not for hir fake beare me your 
difpleafure. [at leaiure. 

|ft. ^erg. Well, he (hall with you talke therof more 
Vpon your good vfage, he will how (hake your hande. 

|t' flogjSter. And much heartily welcome from a 
(Iraunge lande. 

|ft. |fters* Be not afearde Gawyn to let him (hake 
your fyfl. [I wi(l. 

(Sa. (Soobl. Oh the mode honede gentleman that ere 
I befeeche your mafhyp to take payne to fuppe with vs. 

jtt. itteij). He (hall not fay you nay aud I loo^b^ lefii^ 
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Bicaufe ye fliall be friends, and let all quarels pafle. 
|El. T^'^iAxt. I wyll be as good friends with them as 
ere I was. [haue a fong 

fll. IKetS. Then let me fet your quier that we may 
|l. ^ogjJter. Goe. [yeare long. 

(I. ^ooblttch. I haue hearde no melodie all this 
fll Jfteri;. Come on firs quickly. 
|l* |£o|3^ter. Sing on firs, for my frends fake. 
iouqI). Cal ye thefe your frends ? 
losietter. Sing on, and no mo words make. 

Here theyjlng, 

(Soob. The Lord preferue our moil noble 
Queene of renowne, 
And hir virtues rewarde with the heauenly crowne. 
d. dTuiettance. The Lorde flrengthen hir mod excel- 
lent Maieflie, 
Long to reigne ouer vs in all profperitie. [to defende, 
®. STrn^ts. That hir godly proceedings the faith 
He may ilablifhe and maintaine tlirough to the ende. 
fH. fUtxJSt' ^^ graunt hir as (he doth, the Gofpell 
to protect, 
Learning and vertue to aduaunce, and vice to correal. 
JR,. IKos^ter. God graunt hir lou3nig fubiects both 
the minde and grace, 
Hir mod godly procedyngs worthily to imbrace. [profper, 
Harpax, Hir highnefle mod worthy counfellers God 
With honour and loue of all men to minifler. 
Omnes. God graunt the nobilitie hir to feme and loue. 
With all the whole commontie as doth them behoue. 

AMEN. 

Certaine Songs to be fong by 

thofe which Jhall vfe this Cotnedie or Enterlude. 

Ws^t Ji^econbe Ji^ong. 

Ho fo to marry a minion Wyfe, 
v/y.y/ Hath hadde good chaunce and happe, 
<iLj-^ Mud loue hir and cherifhe hir all his Ufe, 
And dandle hir in his lappe. 
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If fhe will fare well, yf flie wyll go gay, 
A good hufbande euer flyll, 
What euer fhe luft to doe, or to fay, 
Mud lette hir haue hir owne will. 

About what affaires fo euer he goe, 
He mufl fhewe hir all his mynde, 
Kon^ of hys counfell fhe may be kept fi ee, 
Elfe is he a man vnkynde. 

%\^t fourtl) ^ong. 

Mun be maried a Sunday 
I mun be maried a Sunday, 
Who foeuer fhall come that v^'ay, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

Royfler Doyfler is my name, 
Royfler Doyfler is my name, 
A luflie brute I am the fame, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

Chriflian Cuflance haue I founder 
Chriflian Cuflance haue I founde, 
A Wydowe worthe a thoufande pounde. 
I mun be maried a funday. 

Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
I hir lambe and fhe my coney, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

When we fhall make our weddyng feafl, 
When we fhall make oure weddyng feafl, 
There fhall bee cheere for man and beafl, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

I mun be maried a Sunday, etc 




The PJalmodie 



\Laceho dilexi, [die, 

^ Maifler Roifler Doifler wil flreight go home and 
Our Lorde lefus Chrifl his foule haue mercie vpon* 
Thus you fee to day a man, to morroTr lobsL. 
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Yet fauing for a womans extreeme cruellie, 
He might haue lyued yet a moneth or two or three 
But in fpite of Cuflance which hath h..n weried, 
His mafhyp fliall be worfhipfuUy buried. 
And while fome piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some parte of his funeralls let vs here beginne. 
Dirige. He will go darklyng to his ^^ue. 
Neque lux, neque crux^ nififolum clinke, 
Neuer gentman fo went toward heauen I thinke. 

Yet firs as ye wyll the bliffe of heauen win, 
When he commeth to the graue lay hym foftly in, 
And all men take heede by this one Gentleman^ 
How you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman : 
For thefe women be all fuche madde pieuifh elues, 
They wyll not be woonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in faith Cuftance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maifler Roifter Doifler fliall feme you as well, [knaue. 
Good night Roger olde knaue, Farewel Roger olde 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue, knap. 
Nequando, Audiui vocem. Requiem ceternatn, 

%\iz f talc nf btUciS rottg bg the pmsk Clerk, 

and |ioi)$ter Pot)$ter)$ foure men. 

Wcfi ^xiX liell a S^ripU. 
When dyed he ? When dyed he? 

We haue hym. We haue hym. 

Wc^t tl)tr&e 
Royfler Doyfler, Royfter Doyftei 

^I)e fourtl) ^ell. 
He commeth, He commeth* 

%\st create |iell. 
Our owne, Out owne. 

FINIS. 
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16. Sir Philip Sidney. Astrophel and Stella [Sonnets] 
1591. With the story of his aflEection for Lady Penelope Dever- 
eux, afterwards Rich. 

17. Edmund Spenser and others, Astrophel. A Pastoral 
Elegy on Sir Philip Sidney. 1591. 

18. John Dennis. The Secrets of Angling [f.^. Trout Fishing\. 
16 13. Forty years before Walton's Angler, 

1^ Many other single Poems by various Authors. 
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VOL II. 

Zarge Crmvn Svo, c/o//i, $s, net, 

* 

English Political, Naval, and Military History, 

etc., etc. 

1. The Triumph at Calais and Boulogne of Henry VIII. [with 
Ann£ Boleyn] and Franxis I. November, 1532. 

2. The Coronation Procession of Queen Anne [Boleyn] from 
the Tower through London to Westminster. June, 1533. 

3. English Army Rations in 1591. 

4. Rev. T. Prince. A History of New England in the form of 
Annals, from 1602 to 1633. Published at Boston, N.E.. in 1736- 
1755. This is the most exact condensed account in existence of the 
foundation of our first Colonies in America. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, etc., etc. 

5. Captain T. Sanders. The unfortunate voyage of the Jesus 
to Tripoli, where the crew were made slaves. 1584-1585. 

6. N. H. The Third Circumnavigation of the Globe, by Thomas 
Cavendish, in the Desire, 1586-1588. 

7. The famous fight of the Dolphin against Five Turkish Men- 
of- War off Cagliari. 1617. 

English Life and Progress. 

8. Dr. J. Dee. The Petty Navy Royal. [Fisheries], 1577. 

9. Captain Hitchcock. A Political Plat \Scfieme\ etc. [Her- 
ring Fisheries.] 

10. D. Defoe. The Education of Women. 1692. 

English Literature, Literary History, and 

. Biography. 

11. F. Meres. A Sketch of English Literature, etc., up to 
September, 1598. This , is . the . most important contemix>rary 
account of Shakespeare's Works to this date ; including some 
that have apparently perished. 

12. J. Wright. The Second Generation of English Actors, 
1625-1670. This includes some valuable information respecting 
London Theatres during this period. 

English Poetry. 

13. Sir P. Sidney. Sonnets and Poetical Translations. Before 

1587. 

14. H. Constable, <j«rf(?M^rj. Diana. [Sonnet.] 1594. 

15. Madrigals, Elegies, and Poems, by various other Poets* 
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VOL. III. 

Large Crown %vo^ doth, 5j. net, 

English Political, Naval, and Military 
History, etc., etc. 

1. W. Patten. The Expedition into ScotUind : with the Battle 
of Pinkie Cleugh or Musselburgh, 1547. This was the ** Rough 
Wooing of Mary, Queen of Scots,** whom the English wanted to 
marry Edward VI. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, 

etc., etc. 

2. J. H. VAN LiNSCHOTEN. Voyage to Goa and back, in 
Portuguese carracks. 1583-1592. 

This work showed the way to the East, and led to the formation 
of the Dutch and the English East India Companies, For nearly 
three years this Dutchman, returning in charge of a cargo of 
pepper, spices, etc., was pinned up* in the Azores by the English 
ships ; of whose daring deeds he gives an account. 

3. E. Wright. The voyage of the Earl of Cumberland to 
the Azores in 1589. This is a part of LiNSCHOTEN*S story re-told 
more fully from an English point of view. 

4. The first Englishmen— John Nkwbery and Ralph Fitch 
— that ever reached India overland, vid Aleppo and the Persian 
Gulf, in 1583- 1589. They met with LiNSCHOTEN there; and 
also T. Stevens, the Jesuit, see vol. i. p. 130. 

English Life and Progress. 

5. J. Caius, M.D. Of English Dogs. 1536. Translated from 
the Latin by A. Fleming in 1^76. 

6. Britain's Buss. A Computation of the Cost and Profit of a 
Herring Buss or Ship. 1615. 

English Literature, Literary History, and 

Biography. 

7. T. Ellwood. Relations with J. Milton. This young 
Quaker rendered many services to the Poet ; amongst which was 
the suggestion of Paradise Regained, 

8. J. Dryden. Of Dramatic Poesy. An Essay. This charm- 
ing piece of English Prose was written in 1665 and published in 
1668. With it is given the entire Controversy between Dryden 
and Sir R. Howard on this subject. 

English Poetry. 

9. S. Daniel. Delia. [Sonnets.] 1594. 

10. T. Campion, M.D. Songs and Poems. 1601 1613, 
XI. Lyrics, Elegies, etc., by other Poets. 
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VOL IV. 

Large Crown Svo, c/oi/i, 5j. tt€(, 

English Political, Naval, and Military History, 

etc., etc. 

1. E. Underhill, " the Hot Gospeller," Imprisonment in 1553, 
with Anecdotes of Queen Mary's Coronation Procession, Wyatt's 
Rebellion, the Marriage of Philip and Mary, etc. 

2. J. Fox. The Imprisonment of the Princess Elizabeth. 
1554-1555. 

3. Texts relating to the Winning of Calais and Guisnes by tlic 
French in January, 1556. 

4. The Coronation Procession of Queen Elizabeth. January, 
1559. 

5. Sir Thomas Overbury. Observations of Holland, Flanders, 
and France, in 1609. A most sagacious Political Study. 

6. J AMES I. The Book of Sports. i6i8. 

7. Abp. G. Abbott. Narrative of his Sequestration from Office 
in 1627 by Charles I., at the instigation of Buckingham and 
Laud. 

8. Major-General Sir T. Morgan. Progress [i.e. March] in 
France and Flanders, with the 6,000 " Red Coats" at the taking of 
Dunkirk, etc. , in 1657-8. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, etc., etc. 

9. The first Britons who ever reached the city of Mexico : T. 
Blake, a Scotchman, before 1536; and J. Field and R. Tomson, 

1556. 

10. The wonderful recovery of the Exchange from forty-five 
Turkish pirates of Algiers by J. Rawlins and twenty-four other 
slaves. February, 1622. 

English Life and Progress. 

11. T. Gentleman. England's Way to Win Wealth. [Fish- 
eries.] The Dutch obtained more wealth from their Herring 
Fishery along the English shores than the Spaniards did from their 
American gold mines. 

English Poetry, 

12. ? T. Occleve. The I-etter of Cupid. 1402. 

13. L. Sheppard. John Bon and Mast[er] Parson, [A Satire 
3n the MassJ 1551. 

14. Rev. T. Bricb. A Register of the Tormented and Cruelly 
Burned within England. 1555-1558. These verses give the names 
of most of the Marian Martyrs. 

15. J. C. Alcilia ; Philoparthen's loving folly ! [Love 
Poems.] 1595. 

16. G. Wither. Fair Virtue, the Mistress of Piiil'aretc. 
1622. This is Wither's masterpiece. Over 6,000 lines of verse 
in many metrical forms. 

17. The Songs that John Dowland, the famous Lutenist, set 
to music. 
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VOL. V. 

Large Crown Svo, chih^ ^s, nei» 

) English Political, Naval, and Military History, 
/ etc., etc. 

i. J. Savile, King James's entertainment at Theobalds, and 
his Welcome to London. 1603. 

a. G. DUGDALE. The Time Triumphant. King James's Coro- 
nation at Westminster, 25 July, 1603 ; and Coronation Procession 
[delayed by the Plague], 15 March, 1604. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, 

etc., etc. 

3. The Voyages to Brazil of William Hawkins, Governor ot 
Plymouth and father of Sir John, about 1530. 

4. Sir J. Hawkins. First Voyage to the West Indies, xs6i- 
1563. This was the beginning of the English Slave Trade. 

5. R. Bodenham. a Trip to Mexico. 1564-1565. 

6. Sir J. Hawkins. Second Voyage to the West Indies. 1564- 
1565. 

7. Sir J. Hawkins. Third and disastrous Voyage to the West 
Indies, 1567-1569 : with the base treachery of the Spaniards at San 
Juan de Ulna, near Vera Cruz ; and the extraordinary adventures 
of Three of the Survivors. This was Drake's 2nd Voyage to the West 
Indies ; and the first in which he commanded a ship, the Judiths 

8. Sir F. Drake's 3rd (1570), 4th (1571). and 5th (1572-73). 
Voyages to the West Indies. Especially the sth, known as The 
Voyage to Nombre de Dios : in which, on 11 February, 1573, he 
first saw the Pacific Ocean ; and then besought GOD to give him 
life to sail once in an English ship on that sea. [See opposite page.] 

English Life and Progress. 

9. B. Franklin. 'Poor Richard' improved. Proverbs of 
Thrift and to discourage useless expense. Philadelphia, 1757. 

English Poetry. 

10. B. Barnes. Parthenophil and Parthenophe. Sonnets, 
Madrigals, Elegies and Odes. 1593. [A perfect Storehouse of 
Versification, including the only treble Sestine in the language.] 

11. Zepheria. [Canzons.] 1594. 

12. Sir J. Davies. Orchestra or a Poem on Dancing. 1596. 

13. B. Griffin. Fidessa, more chaste than kind. [Sonnets.] 
1596. 

14. Sir J. Davies. Nosce teipsum I In two Elegies : (i) Of 
Human Knowledge, (2) Of the Soul of Man and the Immortality 
thereof. 1599. 

15. Sir J. Davies. Hymns of AsTRAA \i.e. Queen Elizabeth} 
In acrostic verse. 1599. 
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VOL. VI. 

Large Crown Svo, cloth, ^s, net» 

English Political, Naval, and Military 
History, etc., etc. 

1. The Elxamination, at Saltwood Castle, Kent, of William of 
Thorpe, by Abp. T. Arundell, 7 August, 1407. Edited by W. 
Tyndale, 1530. This is the best account of Lpllardism from the 
inside, given by one who was the leader of the second generation of 
Lollards. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, 

etc., etc. 

2. 1. Chilton. Travels in Mexi(io. 1568-1575. 

3. J, BiON. An Account of the TormcntSj etc. 1708. 

English Life and Progress. 

^4. The most dangerous Adventure of R. Ferris, A. Hill, and 
W. Thomas ; who went in a boat by sea from London to Bristol. 

1590- 

5. Leather. A Discourse to Parliament 1629. 

6. H. Peacham. The Worth of a Penny, or a Caution to keep 
Money. 1641. With all the variations of the later Editions. 

7. Sir W. Petty. Political Arithmetic. [Written in i^j."] 
1690. One of the earliest and best books on the Science of Wealth. 

English Literature, Literary History, and 

Biography. 

8. Isaac Bickerstapf, Esq. [Dean J. Swift.] Predictions for 
the year 1708. [One of these was the death of J. Partridge, the 
Almanack Maker, on 29 March, 1708.] Other tracts of Uiis 
laughable controversy follow. 

9. [T. Gay.] The Present State of Wit. 3 May, 1711. FA 
Survey of our Periodical Literature at this date ; including the 
Review, Tatler, and Spectator.'] 

10. [Dr. J. Arbuthnot.] Law [i.e. War"] is a Bottomless Pit, 
exemplified in the Case of the Lord Strutt [the Kings of Spain], 
John Bull [England] the Clothier, Nicholas Frog [Holland] 
the Linendraper, and Lewis Baboon [Louis XIV. of Bourbon= 
France]. In four parts. 1712. 

This famous Political Satire on the War of the Spanish Succes- 
sion was designed to prepare the English public for the Peace of 
Utrecht, signed on 11 April, 1713. In part I., on 28 February, 
1712, first appeared in our Literature, the character of John Bull, 
for an Englishman. 

11. T. Tickell. The life of Addison. 1721. 

12. Sir R. Steele. Epistle to W. Congreve [in reply} 1722 

English Poetry. 

13. The first printed Robin Hood Ballad. Printed about 1510. 

14. W. Percy. Coelia. [Sonnets.] 1594. 

IS- G. WiTHEH, Fidelia. [This is wither's second master- 
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piece. The lament of a Woman thinking that she is forsaken in 
love.] 1615. 

16. M. Drayton. Idea. [Sonnets.] 1619. 

17. The Interpreter. [A Political Satire interpreting the mean- 
ing of the Protestant, The Puritan, ITie Papist.] 1622. 

VOL. VII. 

Large Croivn Svo, c/ofA, $s* itet, 

English Political, Naval, and Military 
History, etc., etc. 

1. Sir F. Verb, General of the English troops in the Dutch ser* 
vice. Commentaries of his Services : at (i) the Storming of Cadiz 
in 1596, (2) the Action at Tumhout in 1597, (3) The Battle of Nieu- 
port in 1600 ; but especially (4) the Siege of Ostend, of which place 
he was Governor from 11 June, 1601, to 7 June, 1602. 

2. The retaking of The Friends' Adventure from the French by 
R. Lyde and a hoy. 1693. 

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce, 

, etc., etc. 

3. H. Pitman. Relation, etc. For doing noble Red Cross 
work at the Battle of Scdgemoor this surgeon was sent as a White 
Slave to Barbadoes, etc 1689. 

English Life and Progress. 

4. W. Kemp's [Shakespeare's fellow Actor] Nine Days* 
Wonder ; performed in a Morris Dance from London to Norwich. 
April, 1600. 

5. A series of Texts on the indignities offered to the Established 
Clergy, and especially the Private Chaplains, in the Restoration Age, 
by the Royalist laity ; including 

Dr. J. Eaciiard's witty 'Grounds of the Contempt of the 
Clergy and Religion.' 1670. 

English Literature, Literary History and 

Biography. 

6. Another Series of Tracts, in prose and verse, illustrating the 
great Public Services rendered by D. Defoe, up to the death of 
Queen Anne ; including : 

D. Defoe. An Appeal to Honour and Justice, etc 1715. 

D. Defoe. The True Bom Englishman. 1701. 

D. Defoe. The History of Kentish Petition. 1701. 

D. Defoe. Legion's Memorial. 1701. 

D. Defoe. The Shortest Way with the Dissenters, etc 170a. 

D. Defoe. A Hymn to the Pillory. 1703. 

D, Defoe. Prefaces to the Reviciv. 1704-1710. 

English Poetry. 

7. T. Deloney. Three Ballads on the Armada fight. August, 

8. R. L. (i) DiEi.LA [Sonnets] ; (2) The Love of Dom Diego 
and Gyneura. 1596. • 
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9. An. Sc. Daiphhantus, or the Passions of Love. 1604. 

See also above. 

D. Dekoe. The True Born Englishman. 1701. 

D. Defoe. A Hymn to the Pillory. 1703. 

VOL, VllL Large Crown Svo, clothe 5J. net, 

English Political, Naval, and Military 
History, etc., etc. 



1. John LvDG ATE. The Siege of 
Harrieur and the Battle of Agin- 
court. 1415. [Printed c. 1530.] 

2. John Fox. How the Lord 
Cromwell helped Archbishop Cran- 
mer's Secretary. July, 1539. 

3. John Proctor. The History 
of Sir Thomas Wvat's RcbeUion. 
January to Februarj-, X544. [Printed 
January, 1555.] 

4. The True Report of the Burn- 
ing of the Steeple and Church of 
Paul's in London. 4 June, 1561. 

5. R. W[iTc]. Against the Wilful 
inconstancy of his dear foe E. T. 
? J 566. 

6. Is. W. To her Unconstant 
Lover. ? 1566. 

7. W. G. A Love Letter to an 
unconstant Maiden. ?i566. 

8. [George Gascoigne.] The 
Spoil of Antwerp. It is better known 
as The Spanish Fury at Antwerp. 
November, 1576. 

9. George Eliot. A very 
true report of the apprehension of 
that arch-priest Edmund Campion 
and three other Jesuit Priests. July, 
1581. 

JO. [Mary.] The Scottish Queen's 
Burial at Peterborough. 1 August, 
15S7. [Printed 1589.] 

11. Theocritus. Six Idillia. 
Translated by E. D. [? Sir Edward 
Dyer.] 1588. 

12. Rev. Richard Hakluyt 
and Captain Nicholas Downton. 
The Destruction, Capture, etc., of 
Portuguese Carracks [Santa Cruz, 
Madre de Dios, Las Cinque Llagas], 
by English seamen. 1592-1594. 

15. [Giles Fletcher, LL.D.] 
Licia, or Poems of Love. The 
Rising to the Crown of Richard 
in. September, 159^. 

14. Richard Hasleton. 
Stranze and Wonderful things that 
happened to him in his I'en Years' 
Travels in many Foreign Countries. 
1582-1502. [Printed 1595.] 
x/. IK/i,LMM Smith. Chloris, or 



the complaint of the passionate de- 
spised Shepherd. 1596. 

16. R[obert] T[ofte]. Laura 
\Le. Mistress E. Caril]. The 
Toys of a Traveller, or the Feast of 
Fancy. 1597. 

17. The Merchant's Daughter of 
Bristow [Bristol]. ? i<5oo. 

x8.[? Thomas Deloney.] The 
Spanish Lady's Love. ?i6oo. 

19. Sir Robert Carey, after- 
wards Earl of Monmouth. Account 
of the Death of Queen Elizabeth ; 
and of his ride to King James, at 
Edinburgh. 25th-27th March, 
X603. [Printed, 1759.] 

20. T. M. The true narration of 
the Entertainment of His Royal 
Majesty (James I.) from the time of 
his departure from Edinbugh, till 
his receiving at London. April- 
May, 1603. 

21. Michael Drayton. Odes. 
z6o6, and 1619. 

22. Love's Garland, or Posies for 
Rings, etc. 1624. 

23. Thomas, third Lord Fairfax 
(" Black Tom "). Short Memorials 
of some things to be cleared during 
my Command in the Army. 1645- 
1650. 

24. A Short Memorial of the 
Northern Actions, during the War 
there. 1642-X64S. 

25. Cupid's Posies for Bracelets, 
Handkerchers, and Rings. 1674. 

. 26. George Villi ers, second 
Duke of Buckingham. An Epitaph 
on Thomas, third Lord Fairfax. 
? 1677. 

27. W. P. Posies for Rings, or 
Mottoes fit for Presents. 1677. 

28. [Bishop Edward Cople- 
STONE.] Advice to a Young Re- 
viewer ; with a Specimen of the 
Art (i.e. a Mock Criiicism of Mil- 
ton's L'AIiegro), 1807. 

29. W. HuNNEMAN. Old King 
CoLB, his life and death. ?x8i>« 
?i837; 
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lo English Reprints. 

I. JOHN MILTON. 

Areopagitlca. 1644. 

(a) Areopagitica : A Speech of Mr. John Milton For the 
Liberty of Unlicenc^d Printings To the Parliament of England, 

(^) A Decree of Starre-Chamber, concerning Printing, made the eleuenth 
of July last past, 1637. 

(f) An Order of the Lords and Conftnons assembled in Parliament for the 
Regulating of Printing, &c. 1643. 

Lord Macau lay. He attacked the licensing system in that sublime 
treatise which ever^ statesman should wear as a sign upon his hand, and as 
frontlets between his eyes. — Ediitburgh Review, p, 344, August^ 1825. 

H. Hallam. Many passages in this famous tract are admirably elo- 
quent : an intense love of liberty and truth flows through it ; the majestic 
soul of Milton breathc3<>such high thoughts as had not been uttered before. 
•^lutrodMction to the Literature 0/ Europe, iii. 660. Ed. 1839. 

W. H. PrescoTt. The moA splendid argument perhaps the world had 
then witnessed on ])ehalf of intellectual liberty. — History of FERDINAND 
and Isabella, iii. 391. Ed. 1845. 

2. HUGH LATIMER. 

Ex-Bishop 0/ Worcester. 

The Ploughers. 1549. 

A notable Sermon of ye reuerettde FcUlier Master Hughe 
Latimer, whiche he preached in ye Shronds at paules churche 
in London on the xviii daye of Januarye* 

Sir R. MoRisoN. Did there ever any one (I say not in England only, 
but among other nations) flourish since the time of the Apostles, who 

{reached the gospel more sincerely, purely, aiid honestly, than Hugh 
«atimer. Bishop of Worcester^ — Apomaxis Calum$tiarum . • guibus 
Joannes CocLE US &*e.,{. 78. £'</. X537. 

It was in this Sermon, that Latimbr himself an ex> Bishop) astonished 
his generation by saying that the Devil was the most dili|;ent Prelate and 
Preacher in all England. " Ye shal neuer fynde him idle I warraunte 



you." 



3. STEPHEN GOSSON. 

Stud. OxoH, 

The School of Abuse. 1579. 

{a) The Schoole of Abuse. Conteining a pleasaunt inuective 
against Poets ^ Pipers^ Plaiers^ Jesters, and such like Caterpillers 
of a Commonwealth; Setting up the Flagge of Defiance to their 
mischieuous exercise and Oiterthro7uing thetr Bulwarkes^ by Pro- 
phone Writers, Nciturall reason and common^ experience. 1579* 

(Jf) An Apologie of the Schoole of Abuse, against Poets ^ Pipers, 
Players, and their Excusers. [Dec] 1579. 

•.• This attack is thought to have occasioned Sir Philip Sidney's writ- 
ing of the following Apologie for Poesie. 

GossoN was, . in succession. Poet, Actor, Dramatist, Satirist, and a 
Puritan Clergyman. 
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4. Sir PHILIP SIDNEY. 

An Apology for Poetry. [? 1580.] 

An Apologie for PoetrU, Written by the right noble, verluons, 
and learned Sir VniiAV Sinn^Y, Kitigkt, 1595. 

H. W. Longfellow. The defence of Poetry is a work of rare merit. It 
b a golden little volume, which the scholar may lay beneath his pillow, as 
CiiRYSOSTOM did the works of Aristophanes. — North American Review, 
p. 57. January^ 183a. 

The Work thus divides itself:— 

The Etymology of Poetty, 
The Anatomy of the Effects of Poetry, 
The Anatomy of the Parts of Poetry, 
Objections to Poetry answered. 
Criticism of the existing English Poetry, 

5. EDWARD WEBBE, 

A Chief Master Gunner, 

Travels. 1590. 

The rare and most wonderful thinges which Edward Webbb 
ati Englishman borne, hath seetu and pcLssed in his troublesome 
trauailes, in the Citties of Jerusalem, Damasko, BetJielem and 
Galely : and in all the landes of lewrie, Egipt, Grecia, Russia, 
and in the Land of Prester John, 

Wherein is set foorth his ex tr came slauerie sustained many 
yeres togither, in the Gallies and wars of the great Turk against 
the Landes of Persia, Tartaria, Spcdne, and Portugall, with the 
manner of his releasement and coming to England, [ 1 590. ] 

6. JOHN SELDEN. 

Table Talk. [1634-1654.] 

Table Talk : being the Discourses ^ John Selden, Esq, ; or 
his Settee of variotts Matters of weight and high consequence, 
relatittg especially to Religion and State, 1689. 

S. T. Coleridge. There is more weighty bullion sense in this book than 
I ever found in the same number of pages of any uninspired writer. . • . 
O I to have been with Selden over his glass of wine, making every accident 
an outlet and a vehicle of wisdom. — Literary Remains^ iii. 361-9. £d, 

1836. 

H. Hallam. This very short and small volume gives, perhaps, a more 
exalted notion of Selden's natural talents than any of his learned writings. 
—Introituction to the Literature of Europe ^ iii. 347. Ed. 1836, 

Above all things^ Liberty, 
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7. ROGER ASCHAM. 

Toxophilus. 1544. 

ToxophiluSy the Schole of Shootingey conteynedin two bookes. 
To ail Gentlemen aiid yomen of Englandcy pleasannte for t/ieyr 

pastime to rede, and profitable for theyr use to follow both in war 

andpeace. 

In a dialogue between TOXOPHILVS and PHILOLOGVS, Ascham not 
only gives us one of the very best books on Archery in our language ; but 
as he tells King Henry VIII., in his Dedication, |' this litle treatise was 
purposed, begou, and ended of me, onelie for this intent, that LaboiA-, 
Honest pastime, and Vertn might recouer againe that place and right, that 
Idlenesse, Unthriftie Gaming, and Vice hath put them fro." 

8. JOSEPH ADDISON. 

Criticism on Paradise Lost, 1711-1712. 

From the Spectator, being its Saturday issues between 31 December, 1711, 
and 3 May, 1712. In these papers, which constitute a Primer to Parcuiise 
Lost, Addison first made known, and interpreted to the general English 
public, the great Epic poem, which had then been published nearly half a 
century. 

After a general discussion of the Fahle, the Characters^ the Sentitnentt^ 
the Language, and the Defects of Milton's Great Poem ; the Critic devotes 
a Paper to the consideration of the Beauties of each of its Twelve Books. 

9. JOHN LYLY, 

l^'otieUst, Wit, Poet, and Dramatist. 

Euphues. 1579-1580. 

EUPHVES, the Anatomy of Wit. Very pleasant for all 
Gentlemen to reade, and most necessary to remember. 

Wherein are conteined the delights that Wit followeth in his 
youth t by the pleasantnesse of lone ^ and the happinesse he reapeth 
in age by the perfectnesse of Wisedome, 1579. 

Euphues and his England, Containing his voyage and 
aduenturesy myxed with sundry pretie discourses of honest Loue, 
the description of the countreyy the Courts and the manners of 
thai Isle, 1580. 

Of great importance in our Literary History 
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10. GEORGE VILLIERS, 

Second Duke 0/ BUCKINGHAM, 

The Rehearsal. 1671. 
The Rehearsal^ as it was Acted at the Theatre Royal, 

Many of the passages of anterior plays that were parodied in this famous 
Dramatic Satire on Dryoen in the character of Bayes^ are placed on 
opposite pages to the text. Brian Fairfax's remarkable life of this Duke 
of Buckingham is also prefixed to the play. 

The Heroic Plays, first introduced by Sir W. D'Avenant, and afterwardi 
greatly developed by Dryden, are the object of this laughable attack. Lacy, 
who acted the part of Ba VES^ imitated the dress and gesticulation of Dry- 
oen. 

The Poet repaid this compliment to the Duke of Buckingham, in i63r, 
by introducing him in the character of ZiMRA in his Absolom and 
ACHITOPHEU 

II. GEORGE GASCOIGNE, 

Soldier and Poet, 

The Steel Glass, &c. 1576. 

(tf) A Remembrance of the wel imployed life, and godly end, of 

George Gaskoigne, Esquire^ who deceassed at Stalmford in 

Lincoln shire, the 7 of October ^ 1577. The reporte of Geovl, 

Whetstons, Gent, 1577. 

Tliere is only one copy of this metrical Life. It is in the Bodleian Library. 

{b) Certayne notes of instruction concerning the making of 
verse or ryme in English, 1575. 

This is our First printed piece of Poetical Criticism. 

{c) The Steele Glas. 

Written in blank verse. 

Probably the fourth printed English Satire : those by Barclay, Roy, and 
Sir T. Wyatt being the three earlier ones. 

{d) The complaynt of Vhiloue^e., An Elegie, 1576. 

12. JOHN EARLE, 

Afterwards Bishop of SALISBURY, 

Microcosmographie. 162S. 

Micro-cosmographie, or a Peece of the World discovered ; in 
Essays and Characters, 

This celebrated book of Characters is graphically descriptive of the Eng* 
lish social life of the time, as it presented itself to a young Fellow of Merton 
College, Oxf«rd ; including A She precise Hypocrite, A Sceptic in Religum, 
A good old man, etc. 

This Work is a notable specimen of a considerable class of books in our 
Literature, full of interest : and which help Posterity much better to under- 
stand the Times in which they were written. 
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13. HUGH LATIMER, 

Ex'BisJiop 0/ Worcester. 
Seven Sermons before Kdward VI. 1549. 

The fyrste [seuenth] Sermon of Mayster Hughe Latimer, 
whiche he preached before the Kynges Maiestie wythin his graces 
palayce ai Westminster on each Friday in Lent, 1549. 

Sir Jambs Mackintosh. Latimer, . . . brave, sincere, honest, in- 
flexible, not distinguished as a writer or a scholar, but exercising his power 
over men's minds by a fervid eloquence flowing from the deep conviction 
which animated his plain, pithy, and free spoken Sermons. — History 4/ 
Ens^andt ii. 291. Ea, 1831. 

14. Sir THOMAS MORE. 

Translation of U topia. 1 5 16-1 557. 

Afrtitefnll and pleasaunt ivorke of the best state of a publique 
iveale^ and of the new yle called Utopia : Written in Latiiu by 
Sir Thomas More, Knyght^ and translated into Englyshe by 
Ralph Rob yn son. 

Lord Campbell. Since the time of Plato there had been no compou- 
tion given to the world which, for imagination, for philosophical discrimina* 
tion, for a familiarity with the principles of government, for a knowledge of 
the springs of human action, for a keen observation of men and manners, and 
for felicity of expression, could be compared to the Uto>pia. — Lives qf the 
Lord Chanceilors {Li/e o/Sir. T, Mori), i. 583. Ed, 1845. 

In the imaginary country^ of Utopia, More endeavours to sketch out 
a State based upon two principles— -(i) community of goods, no private 
property ; and consequently (2) no use for money. 

•15. GEORGE PUTTENHAM, 

A Gentleman Pensioner to Queen ELIZABETH. 

The Art of English Poesy. 1589, 

The Arte of English Poesie, 
Contriued into three Bookes : The first of POETS and Poesie, 
the second of Proportion, the third of Or^ameht. 

W. Oldys. It contains many pretty observations, examples, characters, 
and fragments of poetry for those times, now nowhere else to be met with.— 
Sir ly ALTER Raleigh, liv. Ed, 1736. 

O. Gilchrist. On many accounts one of the most curious and entertain- 
ing, and intrinsically one of the most valuable books of the age of Queen 
Elizabeth. The copious intermixture of contemporary anecdote, tradition, 
manners, opinions, and the numerous specimens of coeval poetry nowhere else 
preserved, contribute to form a volume of infinite amusement, curiosity, and 
value.— Censura Literaria, i. 339. Ed. 1805. 

This is still also an important book on Rhetoric and the Figures of Speech. 
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16. JAMES HOWELL, 

Cierk of tht Council to Chari.es /. ; afterwards Historiographer to 

Charles II, 

Instructions for Foreign Travel. 1642. 
Instructions forforreine travelle, Shewing by what cotirSy and 
in what compasse of timet one may take an exact Survey of the 
Kingdomes and States of Christendome^ and arrive to the practical 
knowledge of the Languages ^ to good purpose. 

The MURRAYt B^DEKMRt and Practical Guide to the Gitind Tour 
of Europe, which, at that time, was considered the finishing touch to the 
complete education of an English Gentleman. 

The route sketched out by this delightfully quaint Writer, is France, 
Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, the Netherlands, and Holland. The 
time allowed is 3 years and 4 months : the months to be spent in travelling, 
the years in residence at the different cities. 

17. NICHOLAS UDALL, 

Master^ first of Eton College , then of Westminster ScJiooh 

Roister Doister. [1553-1566.] 

This is believed to be the first true English Comedy that ever came to the 
press. 

From the unique copy, which wants a title*page, now at Eton College ; 
and which is thought to have been printed in i ^66. 

Diatnatis Persona, 
Ralph Roister Doister. 
Matthsw Merrygreek. 

Gawin Goodluck, affianced to Datne Custancb. 
Tristram Trusty, his friend, 
DoBiNET Doughty, '* boy " to Roister Doister. 
Tom Truepenny, servant to Dame Custancb. 
Sim SuRESBYf servant to Goodluck, 
Scrivener, 
Harpax, 

Dame Christian Custance, a widow, 
Margery Mumblbcrust, her nurse. 

AN^No\\^.!YrAcr] ^-r maidens, 

1 8. A Monk of Evesham, 

The Revelation, &c. ii86[-i4io]. 1485. 

IT Here begynnyth a marvellous reuelacion that was schewyd 
of almighty god by sent Nycholas to a monke of Euyshamme yn 
the days of Kynge Richard thefyrst. And the yere of owre lord^ 
M,C,Lxxxxvi, 

One of the rarest of English books printed by one of the earliest of English 
printers, William db Maclinia ; who printeid this text about 1485, in the 
lifetime of Caxton. 

I'he essence of the story is as old as it professes to be ; but contains bter 
additions, the orthography^ being of about 1410. It is very devoutly written, 
and contains a curious Vision of Purgatory. 

I'he writer is a prototype of Bunyan ; and his description of the Gate in 
the Crystal Wall of Heaven, and of the solemn and marvellously sweet 
Peal of the Bells of Heaven that came to him through it, is very 
beautiful. 



1 6 English Reprints, 

19. JAMES I. 

A Counterblast to Tobacco. 1604. 
(a) The Essays of a Prentisti in the Diuine Art of Poesie, 

Printed while James VI. of Scotland, at Edinburgh in 1585 ; and includes 
Am Short treatise^ conteining some Rctilis and Cautelis to be obseritit and 
esclietvit in Scottix Poesie^ which is another very early piece of primed 
Poeiicai Criticism. 

{b) A Counterblast e to Tobacco, 1604. 

To this text has been added a full account of the Introduction and Early 
use of Tobacco in England. The herb first came into use in Europe as a 
medicinal leaf for poultices: smoking it was afterwards learnt from the 
American Indians. 

Our Royal Author thus sums up his opinion : — 

"A custome lothsome to the eye, liateful to the nose, harmefull to the 
braine, dangerous to the lungs, and in the blacke stinking fume thereof, 
nearest resembling the horrible Stigian smoke of the pit that is bottomless." 

20. Sir ROBERT NAUNTON, 

Master o/the Court 0/ Wards. 

Fragmenta Regalia. 1653. 

Fragmenta Regalia: or Observations on the late Queen 
Elizabeth, her Times and Favourites , [1630.] 

Naunton writes : — 

" And thus I have delivered up this ray poor Essay ; a little Draught of 
this great Princess, and her Times, with the Servants of her State and 
favour." 

21. THOMAS WATSON, 

Londoner^ Student- at- Law. 

Poems. 1582-1593. 

(a) The 'EKaTOfJLiradia or Passionate Centurie of Lone, 

Divided into two parts : whereof the first expresseth the 
Author's sufferance in Lone: the latter, his long far well to Lone 
and all his tyrannie. 1 582. 

{b) Melibgeus, Sive Ecloga in obitnm Honoratissivii Viri 
Domini Francisci Walsinghami. 1590. 

(r) The same translated into English, by the Author. 1590. 

{d) The Tears of Fancie, or Lone disdained, 1593. 

From the unique copy, wanting Sonnets 9-16, in the possession of S 
Christie Miller, Esq., of Britwell. 
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22. WILLIAM HABINGTON, 

Castara. 1640. 

Castara. The third Edition, Corrected and augmented, 

Castara was Lady Lucy Herbert, the youngest child of the first 
Lord Powis ; and these Poems were chiefly marks of afTection during a pure 
courtship followed by a happy marriage. With these, are also Songs ot 
Friendship, especially those referring to the Hon. George Talbot. 

In addition to these Poems, there are four prose Characters; on A 
Mistress^ A Wife^ A Friend, and Ttie Holy Man, 

m 

23. ROGER ASCHAM, 

The Schoolmaster. 1570. 

The Scholemaster^ or plane and perjite way of teachyng 
children to understand^ writer and speake, in Latin tong^ but 
specially purposed for the priuate brynging up of youth in lentle- 
man and Noble mens houses, ^c. 

This celebrated Work contains the story of Lady Jane Grey's delight 
in reading Pla TO, an attack on the Italiariated Englishman of the time, 
and much other information not specified in the above title. 

In it, AscHAM gives us very fully his plan of studying Languages, which 
may be described as the double translation of a model book. 

24. HENRY HOWARD, 

Earl 0/ Surrey. 

Sir THOMAS WYATT. 

NICHOLAS GRIMALD. 

Lord VAUX. 

Tottel's Miscellany. 5 June, 1557. 

Songes and Sonettes, written by the right honourable Lorde 
Henry Howard late Earle ^Surrey, a$id other. 

With 39 additional Poems from the second edition by the same printer, 
Richard Tottel, of 31 July, 1557. 

This celebrated Collection is the First of our Poetical Miscellanies, and 
also the first appearance in print of any considerable number of English 
Sonnets. 

ToTTEL in his Address to the Reader, says : — 

" l*hat to haue wel written in verse, yea and in small parcelles, deserueth 
great praise, the workes of diuers^ Latines, Italians, and other, doe proue 
sufficiently. That our tong is able in that kynde to do as praiseworthely as 
ye rest, the honorable stile of the noble earle of Surrey, and the weightinesse 
of the depewitted Sir Thomas Wyat the elders verse, with seuerall graces in 
sondry good Englishe writers, doe show abundantly." 
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25, Rev. THOMAS LEVER, 

Fellow and Preacher 0/ St. Johns College^ Cambridge, 

Sermons. 1550. 

(a) A fruitfull Sermon in Pauks church cU London in iht 
SJiroudes, 

{]b) A Sernion preached the fourth Sunday in Lent before ihi 
Kynges Maiestiey and his honourable Counsell, 

(c) A Sermon preached cU Pauls Crosse, 1550. 

These Sermons are reprinted from the original editions, which are of 
extreme rarity. They throw much light on the communistic theories of the 
Norfolk rebels ; and the one at Paul's Cross contains a curious account 
of Cambridge University life in the reign of Edward VI. 

26. WILLIAM WEBBE, 

Graduate, 

A Discourse of English Poetry. 1586. 

A Discourse of English Poetrie, Together with the AutJiors 
iudgemetU, toiuhing the reformation of our English Verse, 

Another of the early pieces of Poetical Criticism, written in the year in 
which Shakespeare is supposed to have left Stratford for London. 
Only two copies of this Work are known, one of these was sold for £,6^. 

This Work should be read with Stanyhurst's Translation of ASneid, 
I.-jy.f Z582, see p. 64. Webbb was an advocate of English Hexameters ; 
and here translates Virgil's first two Eglogues into them. He also trans« 
lates into Sapphics Colin's Song in the Fourth Eglogue of Spenser's 
She^heni's Calendar. ■ ■ ' 

27. FRANCIS BACON. 

afterwards Lord VerULAM Viscount St. Albans. 

A Harmony of the Essays^ Ac. 1597- 1626. 

And after my manner, I alter ever, when I Oild. So that ftothing is 
finished^ till all be finished,— ^\x Francis Bacon, 27 Feb., i6io-[ii]. 

(fl) Essay Sy Religious Meditations^ and Places of persivasion 
and disswasion. 1597. 

(b) The Writings of Sir Francis Bacon Knight the Kinges 
Sollicitor General in Moralitie, Policie, Historie, 

{c) The Essaies of Sir FRANas Bacon Knight, the Kings 
Solliciter General I, 

{d) The Essayes or Counsells^ Civlll and Morall of. Francis 
Lord Verulam, Viscount St. Alban. 1625. 
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28. WILLIAM ROY. JEROME BARLOW. 

Franciscan Friars, 

Read me, and be not wroth I [152S.] 

(a) Rede me and be nott ivroihe^ 
For I saye no thynge but trothe, 
I will ascende makynge my state so hye. 
That my pompous honoure shall never dye. 
O Cayty/e when thou thynkest least ofall^ 
IVith confusion thou shalt have a/all. 
This is the famous satire on Cardinal Wolsey, and is the First English 
Protestant book ever printed, not being a portion of Holy Scripture. See 
/. 22 for the Fifth such book. 

The next two pieces form one book, printed by Hans Luft, at Marburg, 
in 1530. 

{b) A proper dyaloge^ betwene a Gentillman and a husband' 
man, eche complaynynge to olJicr. their miserable calamile, through 
the ambicion of the clergye, 

{c\ A compendious old ireatyse^ shewynge, how that we ought 
to have the scripture in En^lysshe, 

29. Sir WALTER RALEIGH. GERVASE 
MARKHAM. J. H. VAN LINSCHOTEN. 

The Last Fight of the «* Revenge." i'59i. 

(rt) A Report of the truth of the fight about the lies of Acoresj 
this last la Sommer. Betiuixt the Reuenge, one of her 
Maiesties Shippes^ and an Armada of the King of Spaine, 

[By Sir W. Raleigh.] 

{b) The most honorable Tragedie of Sir RICHARD Grinuile, 

Knight, 1595. 

[By Gervase Markham.] 
{c) [The Fight aitd Cyclone at the Azores, 

[By Jay Huyghen van Linschoten.] 
Several accounts are here given of one of the most extraordinary Sea 
fights in our Naval Hbtory. 

30. BARNABE GOOGE. 

Eglogue's, Kpitaphs, and Sonnets. 1563. 
EglogSf 'Epytaphes, and Sonetles Neivly written by Baknabb 

GooGE. 

Three copies only known. Reprinted from the Huth copy. 

In the prefatory Notes of the Life and Writings of B, GoOGFt will be 
found an account of the trouble he had in winning Aiarv Darell for his 
wife. 

A new Literature generally begins with imitations and translations. 
When this book first appeared, Translations were all the ra;;e amon^ the 
" young England " of the da^. This Collection of original Occasional 
Verse is therefore the more noticeable. The Introduction gives a glimpse 
of the principal Writers of the time, such as the Authors of the Mirror for 
^agittratest the Translators of Seneca's Tragedies^ etc., and including 
sudh names as Baldwin, Bavandb, Blundeston, Nbvillb, North, 
Norton, Sackvillb, and Yelvbrton. 



20 Works in the Old Spelling. 

The English Scholar's Library, 

16 Parts are now published, in doth Boards, £2 Is. 

Any part may be obtained separately. 

The general character of this Series will be gathered 

from the following pages :— 21-26. 

s, d, 

1. William Caxton. Reynard the Fox. 1 6 

2. John Knox. The First Blast of the 

Trumpet ...... 1 6 

3. Clement Robinson and others. A 

handful of Pleasant Delights . 1 6 

4. [Simon Fish.] A Supplication for 

the Beggars 16 

5. [jRev. John Udall.] Diotrephes. . 1 6 

6. [ ? ] The Return from Parnassus . 1 6 

7. Thomas Decker. The Seven Deadly 

Sins of London .16 

8. Edward Arber. An Introductory 
Sketch to the "Martin Marpre- 

late" Controversy, 1588-1590 . 3 

9. [jRev. John Udall.] A Demonstra- 

tion of Discipline . .16 

10. Richard Stanihurst. ** lEneid L- 

IV," in English hexameters. • .30 

11. ''The Epistle" 16 

12. Robert Green. Menaphon . .16 

13. George Joy. An Apology to William 

Tyndale 16 

14. Richard Barnfield. Poems . .80 

15. Bp. Thomas Cooper. An Admonition 

to the People of England .30 

16. Captain John Smith. WorlfS. 1120 

pages. Six Facsimile Maps. 2 Vols . 12 6 
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I. William Caxton, 

ourjirst Printer. 

Translation of ReYJNARD THE FOX. I48i' 
[Colophon.] / haue not added ne tnyntisshed but haue 
folowed as nyghe as I can my copye which ivas hi dtitche \ and by 
me WiLT.iAM Caxton translated in to this rude and symple 
englyssh in thle] abbey of westmestre. 

Interesting for its own sake ; but especially as being translated as well as 
printed by Caxton, who finished the printing on 6 June, 1481. 

The Story is the History of the Three fraudulent Escapes of the Fox 
from punishment, the record of the Defeat of Justice by flattering lips and 
dishonourable deeds. It also shows the struggle between the power of 
Words and the power of Blows, a conflict between Mind and Matter. It 
was necessary for the physically weak to have Eloquence : the blame of 
Reynard is in the frightful misuse he makes of it. 

The author says, "There is in the world much seed left of the Fox, 
which now over ail groweth and cometh sore up, though they have no red 
beards." 

2. John Knox, 

the Scotch Reformer. 

The First Blast of the Trumpet, &g. 

1558. 

(rt) The First Blast of a Trumpet against the monstrous 
Regiment of Wotnen, 

{b) The Propositions to be entreated in the Second Blast, 

This work was wrung out of the heart of John Knox, while, at Dieppe, 
he heard of the martyr fires of England, and was anguished thereby. At 
that moment the liberties of Great Britain, and therein the hopes of the 
whole World, lay in the laps of four women — Mary of Loraine, the Regent 
of Scotland ; her daughter Mary (ihe Queen of Scots); Queen Mary 
Tudor : and the Princess Elizabeth. 

The Volume was printed at Geneva. 

{c) Knox's apologetical Defence of his First Blast, &c., to 
Queen Elizabeth. 1559. 

3. Clement Robinson, 

and divers others. 

A Handful of Pleasant Delights. 

1584. 

A Handeful of pleasant delites. Containing sundrie new Sonets 
and delectable Histories, in diuers kindes of Meeter. Newly 
deuised to the newest tunes that are now in vse, to be sung : 
eiterie Sonet orderly pointed to his proper Tune, With new 
additions of certain Songs, to verie IcUe deuised Notes, not 
commonly knowen, nor vsed heretofore, 

Ophelia quotes from A Nosegaie, &*c., in this Poetical Miscellany ; of 
which only one copy is now known. 

It also contains the earliest text extant of the Ladie Greensleeues, which 
first appeared four years previously. 

This IS the Third printed Pocticil Miscellany in our language. 
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4. [Simon Fish, 

0/ Cray's Inn.] 

A Supplication for the Beggars. 

[? 1529.] 

A SuppUcacyon for the Beggars, 

Stated by J. Fox to have been distributed in the streets of London on 
Candlemas Day [3 Feb., 1579]. 

This is the Fifth Protestant book (not being a portion of Holy Scripture 
that was printed in the English Language. 

The authorship of this anonymous tract, is fixed by a passage in Sir T. 
More's A^loey, of 1533, quoted in the Introduction. 

5. [Rev. John Udall, 

Minister at Kingston on Thanus,\ 

DiOTREPHES. [15^8.] 

The state of the Church of EnglandCy laid open in a conference 
betiveene Diotrephes a Byshopp, Tbrtullus a Papiste^ De- 
metrius an vsurer, Pandochus an Imukeeper^ and Paule a 
preacJier of the word of God, 

This is the forerunning tract of the MARTIN MARPRELATE Coniro* 
versy. For the production of it, Robert \yALDEGRAVE, the printer, was 
ruined ; and so became available for the printing of the Martinist invectives. 

The scene of the Dialogue is in Pandochus's Inn, which is in a posting-, 
town on the high road from London to Edinburgh. . 



6. L ? ] 



The Return fro m Parnassus. 

[Acted 1602,] 1606. 

IVie Retwne front Pernassns : or The Scourge of Simony, 
Publiquely acted by the Students in Saint Johns Coiledge in 
Cambridge, 

This play, written by a University man in December, 1601, brings 
William Kemp and Richard Burbagb on to the Stage, and makes them 
speak thus : 

*' Kemp. Few of the vniuersity pen plaies well, they smell too much of 
that writer Otiid and that writer Metamorphosis, and taike too much of 
Proserpina and luppiter. Why herees our fellow Shakespeare puts them 
all downe, I \Ay\ and Ben lonson too. O that Ben lonson is a pestilent 
fellow, he brought vp Horace giuing the Poets a pill, but our fellow >9A4i^#- 
tpeare hath given him a purge that made him beray his credit : 

" Burbagk. It's a shrewd fellow indeed : " 

What this controversy between Shakespeare and Jonson was, has not 
yet been cleared up. It was evidently recent, when (in Dec, x6oi) this 
f^y was wrif ten. 



H^^-i^^ 
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7. Thomas Decker, 

TJie Dramatist, 

The Seven Deadly Sins of 
London, &g. 1606. 

Tfie setten deadly Simies of London : drawn in sewn senerail 
Coaches^ through the seuen seua-all Gates of the Cities bringing 
the Piagtie with them. 

A prose Allegorical Satire, giving a most vivid picture of London life, in 
October, 1606. 
The seven sins are— 

Fraudulent BANKRurrcv. 
Lying. 

Candlelight {Deeds of Darkness}. 
Sloth. 

Apisuness {Changes of Fashion). 
Shaving {CAeattH^), and Cruelty. 
Their chariots, drivers, pages, attendants, and followers, are all allegori- 
cally described. 

8. The Editor. 
An Introductory Sketch to the 

MARTIlNf MARPRELATE CONTJ^OVERSY. 

I 588-1590. 

(a) The general Episcopal Administrationi Censorships dfc, 

(b) The Origin of the Controversy, 

(c) Depositions and Examinations, 
{d) State Documents. 

(e) The Brief held by Sir JOHN PUCKERING, against the 
Martinists. 

The Rev. J. Udall (who was, however, not a Martinist) ; Mrs. Cranb, 
of Molesey, Rev. J. Penry, Sir R. Knightley, of Fawsley, near North- 
ampton ; Humphrey Newman, the London cobbler ; John Halbs, Esq., of 
Coventry ; Mr. and Mrs. Weekston, of Wolston : Job Throckmorton, 
Esq. ; Henry Sharps, bookbinder of Northampton, and the four printers. 

(/) Miscellaneous Information, 

(g) Who were the Writers who wrote under the name of Mar- 
tin Marprelate? 

c 

9. [Rev. John Udall, 

Minister at Kingston on Thames.\ 

A Demonstration of Discipline. 1588. 

A Demonstration of the trtieth of that discipline which 
Christe hath prescribed in his tvordefor the gouemement of his 

Churchy in all times and places ^ vntil the etide of the worlde. 

Printed with the secret Martinist press, at East Molesey, near Hampton 
Court, in July, 1588 ; and secretly distributed with the Bpitotne in the 
following November. 
For this Work, Udall lingered to death in prison. 

It is perhaps the most complete argument, in our language, for Presby- 
terian Puritanism, as it was then understood. Its author a.sserted for it, the 
infallibility of a Divine Logic ; but two generations had not passed away. 
before (under the teachings of Experience) much of this Church Polity had 
been discarded. 
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10. Richard Stany hurst, 

the Irish Historian, 
Translation e/'^NElD I.-IV. 1582. 

Thee first favre Bookes of Virgil his iEneis translated into6 
English heroical [*.^., hexameter] verse by Richard Stany- 
HURST, wyth oother Poetical diuises theretoo annexed. 

Imprinted at Leiden in Holland by lOHN Pates, Antio 
M.D,LXXXIL 

This is one of the oddest and most grotesque books in the English 
language ; and liaving been printed in Flanders, the original Edition is of 
extreme rarity. 

The present text is, by the kindness of Lord Ashburnham and S. 
Christie-Miller, Esq., reprinted from the only two copies known, neither 
of which is quite perfect. 

Gabriel Harvey desired to be epitaphed. The Inventor 0/ the English 
Hexameter', and Stanyhurst, in imitating him, went further than any 
one else in maitreatuig English words to suit the exigencies of Classical feet 

11. Martin Marprelate. 
The Epistle. 1588. 

Ok read ouer D, John Bridges, for it is a worthy worke : 
Or an epitome of the fyrste Booke of that right worshipfull vol' 
uviey written against the Puritanes, in the defence of the noble 
cleargie, by as worshipfull a prieste^ John Bridges, Presbyter^ 
Priest or Elder ^ doctor of Diuillitie^ and Deane of Sarum, 

The Epitome [p, 26] is not yet published, but it shall be, when 
the Byshops are at convenient leysnre to view the same. In the 
meafte time, let them be content with this learned Epistle, 

Printed oversea, in Europe, within two furlongs of a Bonn- 
sing Priest, at the cost and charges of M. Marprelate, gentle- 
man, 

12. Robert Greene, m.a. 
Menaphon. »S89. 

Menaphon. Camillas alartim to slumbering Euphues, 
in his meltJicholie Cell at Silexedra, Wherein are deciphered 
the variable effects of Fortune, the wonders of Loite, the triumphes 
of inconstant Time, Displaying in sundrie conceipted passions 
{figured in a continuate Historie) the Trophees that Vertue 
carrieth triumphant, mattgre the wrcUh of Enuie, or the resolu- 
tion of Fortune. 

One of Greene's novels with Tom Nash's Preface, so important in refer- 
ence to the earlier HAMLET^ before Shakespeare's tragedy. 

Greene's " love pamphlets" were the most popular Works of Fiction io 
England, up to the appearance of Sir P. Sidney's Arcadia in 1590. 
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13, George Joy, 

an early Protestant Reformer. 

An Apology to Tindalk. iS3S- 

An Apology e made by George Joye to satisfye {if it may be) 
W. TiNDALE : to pourge and defende himseJj ageinst so many 
sclauitfierouse lyes fayned vpon him in Tindal's vncharitable 
and unsober Pystle so well worthye to be prefixed {ox the Reader to 
induce him into the understanding of hys new Testament dili- 
gently corrected and printed in the yeare of our Lorde, 15341 in 
Nouember [Antwerj), 27 Feb., 1535. 

This almost lost book is our only authority in respect to the surreptitious 
editions of the English Ne7v Testament^ which were printed for the English 
market with very many errors, by Antwerp printers who knew not English, 
in the interval between Tindalb's first editions in 1536, and his revised Text 
(above referred to) in 1534. 

14. Richard Barnfield. 

0/ DarlastOHt Staffordshire. 

Poems. 1594-1598. 

The affectionate Shepherd, Containing the Complaint o* 
Daphnis/?/' the Loue of Ganymede. 

In the following Work, Barnfield states that this is " an imitation of 
Virgillf in the second Eglogue o{ Alexis.'* 

Cynthia. With Certaine Sonnets, and the Legend of Cas- 
sandra. 1595. 

The Author thus concludes his Preface : " Thus, hoping you will beare 
with my rude conceit of Cynthia (if for no other cause, yet, for that it is the 
First Imitation of the verse of that excellent Poet, ^faister Spencer^ in his 
Fayrie Qtuene)^ I leaiie you to the reading of that, which I so much desire 
may breed your delight. 

The Encomion of Lady Pecunia : or. The Praise of Money, 

1598. 
Two of the Poems in this Text have been wrongly attributed to SiiAKC- 
8FEARB. The disproof is given in the Introduction. 

1 5. T[homas] C[ooper]. 

[Bishop of WtNCHESTER.\ 

Admonition to the People of 

England. 

An admonition to the people of England • V therein are an- 
swered, not onley the slaunderous vntruethes, rtprochfully vttered 
by Martin the Libeller^ but also many other Crinus by some of 
his broode, objected gefterally against all Bishops ^ and the chiefs of 
the Cleargie, purposely to deface and discredit the present state of 
the Church, [fan, 1589]. 

This is the official reply on the part of the Hierarchy, to MARTIN hfAR- 
PRELATES Epistle 0/ [ii OS J] 1508 : see No. 11. on/. 24. 

It was published between the appearance of the Epistle and tliat of the 
Epitome, 
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1 6. Captain John Smith, 

President of Virginia ^ and Admiral of New England, 
WORKS.— 1608-163I. 2 vols, I2J. (>d, 

A complete edition, with six facsimile plates. 

Occasion was taken, in the preparation of this Edition, dispns* 
sionately to test the Author's statements. The result is perfectly 
satisfactory. The Lincolnshire Captain is to be implicitly believed 
in all that he relates of his own personal knowledge. 

The following are the chief Texts in this Volume : — 

(i.) A true Relation of Occurrences In Virginia. 1608. 

2.) A Map of Virginia. 1613. 

[3.) A Description of New England. 16 16. 

(4.) New England's Trials. 1620 and 1622. 

(5.) The History of Virginia, New England, and Bermuda. 
1624. 

(6.) An Accidence for young Seamen. 1626. 

(7.) His true Travels, Adventures, and Observations. 1630. 

(8.) Advertisements for Planters in New England, or any- 
where. 163L. 

The first Three English Books on 
America. [? 1511]-! 555- 

This work is a perfect Encyclopc'edia respecting the earliest 
Spanish and English Voyages to America. 

Small Paper Edilion^ 456 />/., in One Volume^ Demy /^to, 
£1 IJ. 

Large Paper Edition in One Volnme, Royal ^lo, £^ 35. 
The Three Books arc — 

(i.) Of the new landes, etc. Printed at Antwerp about 1511. 
TAis is the first English book in which the word America \i.e, 
Armonica] occurs. 

(2.) A Treatise of the new In<5ia, etc. Translated by 
Richard Eden from Sebastian Murnster's Cosmography, 
and printed in 1553. The Second F.nglish Book on America, 

(3. ) The Decades of the New World, etc., by Pietro Martire 
[Petrus Martyr], translated by Richard Eden, and printed in 
^555' ^^^ Third English Book on America. Shakespkark 
obtained the character of Caliban from this Work. 

A List of 837 London Publishers, 

1 553-1 640. 

This Master Key to English Bibliography for the period also 
gives the approximate period that each Publisher was in busi- 
ness. 

Demy ^to^ yipp^i loj. 6</. net. 
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THE ONLY KNOWN FRAGMENT OF 

The First printed 
English New Testament, in Quarto. 

By W. TINDALE and W. ROY. 
Sixty photo- lithographed pa^es ; preceded by a critical PREFACE, 

Briefly told, the story of this profoundly interesting work is as 
follows : — 

In 1524 TiNDALE went from London to Hamburgh ; where 
remaining for about a year, he journeyed on to Cologne ; and 
there, assisted by William Roy, subsequently the author of the 
satire on Wolsey, Rede me and be nott wrothe\9e&p, 19], he began 
this first edition in 4to, with glosses, of the English New Testament 

A virulent enemy of the Reformation, Cochl^eus, at that time an 
exile in Cologne, learnt, through giving wine to the printer's men, 
that P. QuENTAL the printer had in hand a secret edition of three 
thousand copies of the English New Testament. In great alarm, he 
informed Herman Rinck, a Senator of the city, who moved the 
Senate to stop the printing ; but CocHLiCUS could neither obtain a 
sight of the Translators, nor a sheet of the impression. 

TiNDALE and RoY fled with the printed sheets up the Rhine to 
Worms ; and there completing this edition, produced also another 
in 8vo, without glosses. Both editions were probably in England by 
March, 1526. 

Of the six thousand copies of which they together were com- 
posed, there remain but this fragment of the First commenced 
edition, in 410 ; and of the Second Edition, in 8vo, one complete 
copy in the Library of the Baptist College at Bristol, ana an 
imperfect one in that of St Paul's Cathedral, London. 

In the Preface^ the original documents are given intact, in 
connection with 

Evidence connected with the first Two Editions of the English 
New Testament, viz., in Quarto and Octavo — 
I. William Tindale's antecedent career. 
II. The Printing at Cologne. 

III. The Printing at Worms. 

IV. William Roy's connection with these Editions 
V. The landing and distribution in England. 

VI. The persecution in England. 

Typographical and Literary Evidence connected with the present 
Fragment — 

I. It was printed for TiNDALE by Peter Quental at 

Cologne, before 1526. 
II. It is not a portion of the separate Gospel of Matthew printed 

previous to that year. 
III. It is therefore certainly a fragment of the Quarto. 

Is the Quarto a translation of Luther's German Version f 
Text. The prologge. Inner Marginal References. Outer 
Marginal Glosses. 
*i>* For a continuation of this Story see G. Joy's Apology at /. 25. 
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Captain WILLIAM SIBORNE. 

The Waterloo Campaign. 1815. 

4th Ed. Crown 8vo. 832 pages, 13 Medallion Porlrails of 
Generals, \^ Maps and Plans, 

Bound in Red Cloth, uncut edges. Five Shillings, Net 

The Work is universally regarded to be the best general Account 
in the English language of the Twenty Days' War : including the 
Battles of Quatre Bras, Ligny, Waterloo, and Wavre ; and the 
subsequent daring March on Paris. It is as fair to the French as 
it is to the Allies. 



WILLIAM BEATTY, M.D., Surgeon of H.M.8. Victory. 

An Authentic Narrative of 

the Death of Lord Nelson. 

2 1 St October, 1805. 

2nd Ed. Crown Svo. ^6 pages. Two Illuslrations l 

(1) Of Lord NELSON in the dress he wore when 

he received his mortal wound. 

(2) Of the Bullet that killed him. 

Pound in Blue Cloth, uncut edges. Half-a-Crown, Net. 
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The Paston Letters. 
1422-1509. 

A NEW EDITION, containing upwards of 400 letters, 
etc., fiitfierto unpublished* 

EDITED BY 

JAMES GAIRDNER, 
0/ the Public Record Office. 

3 Vols, Fcap, Szw, Cloth extra^ 15 s net, 

" The Paston Letteis are an important testimony to the progressive con* 
ditlon of Society, and come in as a precious link in the chain of moral history 
of England, which they alone in this period supply. They stand, indeed, 
singly, as far as I know, in Europe ; for though it is highly probable that 
in the archives of Italian families, if not in France or Gennany, a series of 
merely private letters equally ancient may be concealed ; I do not recollect 
that any have been published, lliey are all written in the reigns of Henry 
VI. and Edward IV., except a few that extend as far as Henry VII., by 
different members of a wealthy and respectable, but not noble, family; and 
are, therefore, pictures of the life of the English gentry of that age." — 
Henry Hallam, Introduction to the Literature nf Euro^et i. aaS, 
Ed. 1337. 

These Letters are the genuine correspondence of a family in Nor- 
folk during the Wars of the Roses. As such, they are altogether 
unique in character ; yet the language is not so antiquated as to 
present any serious difficulty to the modem reader. The topics of 
the letters relate partly to the private affairs of the family, and 
partly to the stirring events of the time : and the correspondence 
includes State papers, love letters, bailiffs accounts, sentimental 
poems, jocular epistles, etc. 

Besides the public news of the day, such as the Loss of Nor- 
mandy by the English ; the indictment, and subsequent murder at 
sea of the Duke of Suffolk ; and all the fluctuations of the great 
struggle of York and Lancaster; we have the story of John 
Paston's first introduction to his wife ; incidental notices of severe 
domestic discipline, in which his sister frequently bad her head 
broken ; letters from Dame Elizabeth Brews, a match-making 
Mamma, who reminds the youngest John Paston that Friday is 
*' Saint Valentine's Day," and invites him to come and visit her 
family from the Thursday evening till the Monday, etc., etc. 

Every Letter has been exhaustively annotated ; and a Chrono* 
logical Table, with most copious Indices, conclude the Work. 



THE "WHITEHALL EDITION" 

OF THE WORKS OF 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. 

Edited from the Original Texts by H. Arthur Doubleday, 
with the assistance of T. Gregory Foster and Robert Elson. 

In 12 volumes, imperial i6mo. 

The special features to which the publishers would call atten- 
tion are the type, which is large enough to be read with com- 
fort by all ; the numbering of the lines, for convenience of 
reference ; the arrangement of the plays in chronological 
order ; and the glossary which is given at the end of each 
play. The text has been carefully edited from the original 
editions, and. follows as nearly as possible that of the Folio of 
1623. A few notes recording the emendations of modern 
Editors which have been adopted are printed at the end of each 
play. 

The volumes are handsomely bound in buckram and in cloth, 
$s. per volume. Also in half-parchment, gilt top, 6s, per 
volume. 

som£ press opinions of ''the whitehall 

Shakespeare:' 

" The print is clear, the paper good, the margin sufficient, and the volume 
not too cumbersome."— y/ww. 

" The text gives every evidence of being edited with care and scholarship. 
... On the whole, The Whitehall Shakespeare promises to be one of 
the most generally attractive among the many editions of the bard which 
compete for public {?i\o\xr**—Scotsman, 

" The general effect is excellent . . • . it deserves a great success.'*— 
National Observer. 

" Tlu Whitehall Shakespeare commends itself by its convenient form, 
and its clear and handsome type, as well as by some special features, among 
which is the alphabetical index to all the characters in the plays in each 
volume." — Daily News, 

" It combines, as far as possible^ the requirements of a library and popular 
edition." — Literary World, 

" There is certainly no edition of Shakespeare in the market which is 
more prettily got up or better printed. . . . One of the best editions for 
the general reader that have ever appeared in this country." — Scottish 
Leader, 

" Paper, print, and binding leave little to be desired."— ^y/aw/fan/. 

WESTMINSTER : ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & CO. 

a WHITEHALL GARDENS. 
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